
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

• World Habitat Day—7 

October 

• National Ride 2 Work 

Day—21 October 

• Aussie Backyard Bird 

Count—19 to 25 October 

 

Quick Contacts: 

• Shire of Mundaring 
 (08) 9290 6666 
• City of Swan 
 (08) 9267 9267 
• EMRC 
 (08) 9424 2222 
 

Let us know if you would like to 

receive this newsletter via 

email—it’s another way you can 

help the environment! 

 

To register, email the EMRC at 

environment@emrc.org.au 

with : “Subscribe to Greenpage” 

in the subject heading and your 

email contact details. For  

further information, please  

contact Natasha Jones at the 

EMRC on (08) 9424 2216. 

 

The Greenpage newsletter is  

compiled by the EMRC using 

multiple resources and authors. 

The views and opinions  

expressed do not necessarily 

reflect those of the EMRC or  

the project sponsors. 

Visit www.perthseasternregion.com.au  October/November 2020 

City of Swan Targets Waugal Lagoon for Restoration 
Work 

By the City of Swan 

The City of Swan’s bush crew organised a successful planting day at Waugal Lagoon, ap-
proximately 2,500 plants were planted, with a total of 5,500 seedlings planted this year 
alone.  Located in Brigadoon this restoration project is supported by the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions through their Riverbank program. The project is 

aimed at protecting native plant 
species, reducing weed popula-
tions and planting local native 
seedlings to amend past land man-
agement practices.  This will help 
restore the natural bushland by 
increasing the local native flora 
and fauna diversity, habitat and 
improving the resilience of the 
remnant vegetation for the future.  
 
Historically the lagoon was used to 
stock sheep and horses, which 
reduced the native understorey 
and encouraged significant weed 
invasion.  It was then leased by 
the State Equestrian Centre and 
used as a cross country course. 
Due to the Waugal Lagoon’s loca-
tion on the Swan River Foreshore, 
it being a Bush Forever Site, a sig-
nificant Aboriginal heritage site 
and a Conservation Category Wet-
land (CCW), the City of Swan has 
resumed the management of this 
significant area. The site was 
fenced and extensive weed con-
trol was undertaken.  
This restoration project was origi-

nally included in the ‘Ellenbrook to 

Walyunga Threatened Biodiversity 

Landscape Linkage Project’, a WWF-Australia project funded by Perth NRM’s Resilient 

Landscapes Program. Primarily, the City of Swan began consultation with the Traditional 

Owners of the land to seek approval to work in the area, once approved, selected areas 

were fenced to prevent livestock and horses  entering the site.  

City of Swan bush crew and staff enjoying  the planting 
day 
Photo by  CoS  

Continued on page 2. 

http://www.perthseasternregion.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

The City of Swan is now concentrating on 
weed control, targeting blackberry night-
shade, castor oil, cape tulip and kikuyu 
while planting appropriate native species 
for rehabilitation.  

If you would like to adopt and help re-

store a bushland or wetland area near 

you, please contact Bradley Thompson on 

9267 9443 or  

bradley.thompson@swan.wa.gov.au for 

information on local Friends and Catch-

ment Groups. 

Perseverance will Prevail! 

By the Shire of Mundaring 

The Katharine Street River Gang has achieved 
some great outcomes along a section of the Hele-
na River in Helena Valley over the last two years 
with assistance of grant funding through the Com-
munity Rivercare Program and the Swan Alcoa 
Landcare Program. Many large weedy trees, such 
as Figs, Olives and Brazilian Peppers, along with 
other smaller seasonal weed species have been 
removed, making way for revegetation to be un-
dertaken with plants endemic to the area to re-
place the many weedy species. 
 
Everything was going well at the site until recently 
when it was the victim of malicious vandalism. The 
Shire of Mundaring assisted with the supply and 
installation of more tubestock, replacing a number 
of plants destroyed. Within two weeks, once again 
the site was vandalised, this making two occasions 
over a period of four weeks. This vandalism result-
ed in the removal and damage of over three hun-
dred plants, some planted this year and some 
more established from the previous planting sea-
son. 
 
While this is extremely disappointing, unfortunately it can be an issue when planting in public open spaces. While very 
disheartening seeing so much hard work being the victim of senseless vandalism, we need to remind ourselves the value 
of the work we are doing and the overall outcomes that will be achieved in the long term with the creation of habitat and 
sanctuary for our native fauna. It is at times like this I would like to remind you all that our persistence and perseverance 
will always overcome these short term setbacks.   

Revegetation at Helena River 

Photo: SoM 

mailto:bradley.thompson@swan.wa.gov.au


 

 

 

 

 

Piesse Brook 
Photos supplied 
by the FoPB 

The Friends of Piesse Brook (FoPB) has been managing a Rivercare Grant since 2018, to 
clear Watsonia from a large area at the confluence of the Piesse Brook and the Helena 
River. The project has been running for over two successive years and was followed by a 
revegetation project which began on 17 July, 2020. The FoPB employed Workpower to 
plant 500 of the 1100 seedlings raised by APACE from local provenance seed stock origi-
nally collected by Licensed Permit Holders in 2017 from within Kalamunda National Park 
for a 2015 SALP Grant. FoPB members Bridget and Ken, prepared a safe route to the site 
and prepared the holes for the seedlings. We were grateful for the use of a petrol driven  
auger loaned to us by the Hills DBCA. 
 

On 19 July 2020, the FoPB and extra 
volunteers (16 altogether), including 
Cat Williams (SERCUL) and Danae 
Warden (EMRC) willingly gave up 
their Sunday morning to plant the 
remaining 600 tubestock plants. 
Water Corporation gave permission 
for the group to access  the site via 
Victor Road, Helena Valley using 4-
wheel drive vehicles, making the 
whole project possible. 
 
 
 

The plants had been pre-sorted into ‘damp loving’ or ‘needing a drier planting position’. 
Paddy had a trailer with specially made grids to cart the plants.  
A second auger was used by Cat so we all could follow Ken and Cat and pop in the seed-
lings.   
 
The trouble was our Patersonia occi-
dentalis/rudis when planted, looked 
so much like the nearby Watsonias 
and most of the seedlings looked tiny. 
We marked each plant with a cane 
stake (improvised by cutting up a 3m 
x 1.8m cane blind purchased for $16) 
next to them, so when a follow up 
spraying in late Spring comes on the 
agenda, they will be easily seen. It 
was good to find some emerging na-
tive seedlings popping up in the 
cleared spaces. We are hoping our 
seedlings will have a similar 
survival rate over their first 
summer to those planted in 
2017 for our SALP Grant. 
 
After our intense work, we 
all enjoyed a BYO picnic 
lunch to share! 

Friends of Piesse Brook Planting Day 

By the Friends of Piesse Brook 

Plants  at the ready 
Photo by  FoPB 

Above:  Ken augering 
Right: FoPB  after planting day 
Photo by  FoPB 



  

Heroes of the Helena River                              

 By the EMRC 

One of Perth’s Eastern Region’s most 
enduring volunteer groups, whose com-
mitment to preserving the ecological 
health of the Helena River spans more 
than two decades, is the Helena River 
Catchment Group (HRCG). First formed in 
1997 with their aims being to promote 
and facilitate biodiversity conservation, 
this dedicated group continues to lead, 
support and implement landcare initia-
tives within the Helena River catchment. 
 
Currently the HRCG is implementing a 
three-year restoration project along the 
north bank of the Helena River down-
stream of the Pumpback Dam which has 
received funding through the Depart-
ment of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attraction’s Community Rivercare Pro-
gram. This project aims to improve the 
riparian habitat along this section of the 
river by removing and controlling inva-
sive weed species to allow for the natural 
regeneration of native species. Previous 
habitat restoration work undertaken by 
the HRCG has seen the return of the red-eared firetail finch and other birds to the Helena 
valley, demonstrating their successful restoration approach. 
 
The group’s weed management methodology for their Northbank project includes the 
chemical treatment of blackberry and watsonia, basal barking species such as Acacia lon-
gifolia, the mechanical removal of large woody weeds such as Mediterranean buckthorn, 
olives and Arundo donax and the biological control of bridal creeper through the rust fun-
gus Puccinia myrsiphylli. There is no question that the hard work of the HRCG is definitely 
paying off and it will only take a short walk through the stunning flowering Trymalium 
odoratissimum at this time of year to convince you of the same opinion. And whilst this 
group is achieving very positive outcomes, they continue to remain focused on other con-
servation priorities downstream of the Northbank project area, making plans to extend 
their weed management efforts along the river to link up with the work being undertaken 
by the Friends of the Flooded Gum downstream. 
 
One of the greatest strengths of the HRCG is their catchment approach to biodiversity 
conservation, willingly supporting a number of Friends Groups within the catchment to 
implement landcare projects, including Friends of the Flooded Gum, Katharine Street Riv-
er Gang, Friends of Boya Trail and Friends of Glen Park. This support ranges from tech-
nical advice and mentoring to networking opportunities at Catchment Group meetings 
through to acting as sponsor for grant funding and providing financial administration sup-
port. What an enormous undertaking for this group of volunteers to serve as mentors and 
provide such valuable assistance to other volunteer groups within the catchment! 
 
Thank you HRCG for your long-term, dedicated custodianship of the Helena River and 
your willingness to support other groups to achieve positive landcare outcomes across 
the catchment. Your efforts are greatly appreciated. 

Evidence of rust fungus (Puccinia myrsiphylli) 
helping to bring bridal creeper under control. 
Photo: EMRC 

Stunning Trymalium odoratissimum 
in flower throughout the Northbank 
project site. 
Photo: EMRC 

HRCG members Suzy Thompson 
and Philip Lane celebrate their 
successful removal of Arundo 
donax. 
Photo: EMRC 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landcare techniques workshop worth the wait! 

By the EMRC 

With the easing of Western Austral-
ia’s COVID-19 restrictions, the East-
ern Region Catchment Management 
Program (ERCMP) recommenced its 
Bush Skills for the Hills workshops 
with a landcare techniques work-
shop held on the 22 August 2020. 
Talking about techniques: landcare 
practice across diverse landscapes 
was presented by local volunteer 
and experienced landcarer Kathy 
Wood from the Friends of Nyaania 
Creek. 18 Friends and Catchment 
Group members from within Perth’s 
Eastern Region assembled, at 
Nyaania Creek ready to embark on a 
learning journey through the Glen 
Forrest Superblock and along the Railway Heritage Trail. Cameras were primed, note-
books and pens were at the ready to capture the tried and tested techniques shared by 
Kathy as she talked about her landcare experiences over more than 15 years. 
 
The three-hour workshop traversed a variety of landscapes and restoration sites, some of 
which still bear the impacts of the construction of the historic railway line more than 100 
years ago. Kathy led participants through her experiences which included rehabilitating a 
degraded waterway, revegetating north and south facing slopes using tubestock and na-
tive seed, managing the edge effect of weeds invading good quality bushland, battling the 
challenges of rehabilitating homestead and paddock areas, as well as rehabilitating gran-
ite outcrops and understanding woody weed control in damp land areas. Participants had 
the opportunity to get their hands dirty by spending a few minutes hand weeding Ursinia 
anthemoides, a shallow rooted weed common in the hills area. They then enjoyed net-
working with other volunteers alongside Nyaania Creek, during the morning tea break, 
before heading off again along the heritage trail. 
 
Some of the highlights of this workshop were the conversations between participants 
about how they could apply their newly acquired knowledge when working in their own 
Friends Group reserve or Catchment Group project site, illustrating the benefit of on-
ground, hands-on learning, particularly for new vol-
unteers. Kathy also shared a few tricks of the trade 
such as essential tools for the quintessential landcare 
volunteer (for example, a large screwdriver or similar 
lever is a useful tool for getting to the roots of 
weeds), reputable nurseries to source revegetation 
tubestock and native seed for making seed bombs 
and key plant identification resources such as 
Florabase: https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/ and 
Plants out of Place:  
https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/
ResidentServices/Environment/Documents/
Strategies%20and%20Guidelines/
PlantsOutOfPlaceBooklet.pdf 
 
An enormous thank you to Kathy Wood for so willing-
ly sharing her knowledge and experience with enthu-
siastic landcare volunteers. It was a very worthwhile 
workshop and was certainly worth the wait! 

Friends Group volunteers Stacey 
August and Leonie Campbell 
capturing valuable landcare 
learnings. 
Photo: EMRC 

Participants heading off on their learning journey 
through Glen Forrest Superblock. 
Photo: EMRC 

Kathy Wood demonstrating the ap-
propriate method for installing 
tubestock. 
Photo: EMRC 

https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/
https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/ResidentServices/Environment/Documents/Strategies%20and%20Guidelines/PlantsOutOfPlaceBooklet.pdf
https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/ResidentServices/Environment/Documents/Strategies%20and%20Guidelines/PlantsOutOfPlaceBooklet.pdf
https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/ResidentServices/Environment/Documents/Strategies%20and%20Guidelines/PlantsOutOfPlaceBooklet.pdf
https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/ResidentServices/Environment/Documents/Strategies%20and%20Guidelines/PlantsOutOfPlaceBooklet.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Steamwand SW700 is BACK! 

By the EMRC 

Back in August local landcare volunteers and staff from the Eastern Metropolitan Re-

gional Council (EMRC) attended a steam weeding training course prepared by Jonathan 

Grey from Green Steam. This event was supported by EMRC and the Shire of Mundaring 

and was delivered on the Heritage Trail in Mount Helena. Participants were trained in 

the use, safety aspects and general maintenance of the Steamwand SW700. Saturated 

steam weed control is an alternative to chemical control, this method of weeding gives 

landcarers an additional technique to consider while tackling weed species within bush-

land areas.  

The Steamwand uses ‘hydro-thermal’ high-

temperature water and saturated steam 

(98-103°C) to kill weeds on contact. The 

steam destroys the proteins in the plants 

cell walls which results in the plant’s death. 

As this method of weed management is 

more effective on soft wooded rather than 

hard wooded plants, an integrated weed 

management plan will be beneficial to ad-

dressing an array of weeds. For example, 

one application of steam on annual grasses is usually sufficient but perennial weeds may 

need a programmed approach. Areas also need to be slashed before they are steam 

treated, for increasing effectiveness and efficiency. 

Some important takeaways for the training participants included keeping the Steam-

wand head facing away from yourself and others at all times; don’t travel with a half 

empty water storage tank, it must be kept at the minimum water level or full when 

transporting between sites to reduce the risk of tipping the trailer; when starting the 

steam weeder, if the order for start-up is not followed as indicated in the manual it will 

damage the machine, and finally, always run through the pre-start sheet before use and 

talk to your land manager regarding their safety requirements for using the Steamwand 

to ensure the safe and effective use of the machine for people and the environment. 

The EMRC’s Steamwand has a hose length of 30m, something to consider when as-

sessing your project site and the location of weeds within it. There are different attach-

ments available, the open head, which is ideal for spot weeding, the closed head for 

larger areas and the spike, which can be used for weeds with bulbs, corms or rhizomes. 

Thank you to all who attended the training, it was a great day spent with great people. 

The EMRC are happy to provide groups with opportunities to try different methods for 

weed management. The Steamwand is currently available for hire, which is exciting 

news.  

If you would like more information or an 

opportunity to attend another training 

session or hire this machine (conditions 

apply) please contact Karen Warner at 

Karen.Warner@emrc.com.au or 9424 

2242. 

Participants at the Steam 

Weeding training 

Photo: EMRC 

mailto:Karen.Warner@emrc.com.au


 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Birds eye view of Belmont 

By the EMRC 

September is a great time for bird watching, especially near water where chicks of all 
kinds are hatching and making their first tentative journeys from nest to wetland or wa-
terway. All along the Swan and Helena Rivers, and their tributaries, water birds and peo-
ple are interacting. Whether it is crossing busy roads or sharing parklands, this is the time 
of the year when we need to be particularly aware of bird activity. 

 

Tempting as it is to feed birds, or try to rescue chicks who seem to be separated from 
their parent birds, it is important for their health to just observe while they go about their 
business. The parents are teaching their chicks about foraging, avoiding predators and 
other survival tactics. Animal rescue shelters such as Native Animal Rescue (NAR) and 
Kanyana receive 100s of chicks that they believe are “rescued” too early. Parent birds 
often return to collect chicks after some time and can become confused and distressed 
when their chicks have just vanished. If you feel that chicks really are in danger being pro-
tective from a little distance by keeping predators away and/or observing them while 
they move to a safer place is most beneficial. 

 

Bush Skills 4 Youth teamed with the City of Belmont to create a map featuring some great 
places to observe birds along the Swan River and at various reserves in Belmont. Use this 
link to go on your own birdwatching tour https://storymaps.arcgis.com/
stories/0ce133b96807440d88e32a9381b1a238  

 

As WA families are being encouraged to spend time outdoors, experiencing the beautiful 
natural bush areas in Perth’s Eastern Region, Bush Skills 4 Youth (BS4Y) has been devel-
oping a variety of workshops to help children, families and teachers to learn about na-
ture. Visit the BS4Y website to access online materials that are designed to give new ide-
as and perspectives and encourage children to be more observant when they are explor-
ing outdoor places: 

 

https://www.emrc.org.au/regional-services/environmental-services/natural-resource-
management/bush-skills-4-youth.aspx 

 

As students returned to school after the July holidays a renewed interest in outdoor ac-
tivities saw BS4Y engaged to take students into local bush areas. They observed the 
weather and flowering plants using the Noongar 6 seasons calendar and the Tree Cards 4 
Youth resource, developed by EMRC to help young people to begin learning to identify 
and name local tree species. Students at Anne Hamersley Primary School created lino 
prints from sketches of plants seen on their walk. 

July was a big month for planting with students from Caversham, Clayton View and South 
Ballajura Primary schools and Herne Hill cubs planting a total of more than 1500 native 
seedlings in their communities. As they have monitored the growth and survival of these 
plants students have observed the different species of insects and birds that are already 
benefiting from their efforts.   

Learning in the outdoors 
By the EMRC 

Marri Nuts lino print Anne 

Hamersley PS 

Pelican’s are common visitors 

to the river and wetlands in 

Belmont 

Photo: EMRC 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0ce133b96807440d88e32a9381b1a238
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0ce133b96807440d88e32a9381b1a238
https://www.emrc.org.au/regional-services/environmental-services/natural-resource-management/bush-skills-4-youth.aspx
https://www.emrc.org.au/regional-services/environmental-services/natural-resource-management/bush-skills-4-youth.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quenda in your neighborhood 

By the EMRC 

On 29 September Mundaring Libraries hosted workshops to 

enable children to better understand quenda, a native mam-

mal that is quite commonly seen throughout the hills. Quenda 

(Isoodon fusciventer) is the Noongar name for the bandicoot 

species that is unique to the South West of WA. 

With the help of Quentin, the City of Kalamunda’s taxidermy 

quenda, children learned that quenda are marsupials that 

have a pouch where the young suckle on milk until they are 

big enough to learn to forage for food alongside their mother. 

The backward facing pouch prevents it becoming filled with 

soil as the female digs for fungus, insects and other tasty mor-

sels in the soil.  

Through a variety of games and activities participants learnt about the threats to quenda 

including food choices, natural and introduced predators and the loss of habitat. The 

‘Backyard Bandicoots’ board game and a lively chasey game reinforced the importance of safe habitat plants close to where 

the quenda feed so that they can quickly hide from danger. Visit the Healthy Wildlife Healthy Lives website for more infor-

mation: 

https://www.healthywildlife.com.au/quenda-3/#/ 

The workshops provided an opportunity to promote the Spring Quenda Count, a joint initiative by WA Department of Parks 

and Wildlife and WWF-Australia, that aims to develop more accurate population data and other information about quenda 

in Perth’s bushland and gardens. The count runs from September until the end of November.  

There are three simple steps to participate 

 Choose your survey site - it may be your own garden, a local park or patch of bush. 

 Count how many quendas you see each day for up to 7 consecutive days during spring 

Fill out a data sheet and return it to quenda@wwf.org.au by 7 December 2020. 

To participate, get a data sheet or for more information about the count, email quenda@wwf.org.au 

Quenda food game 

Photo: EMRC 

Above: Boys with Quentin 

Left: Quentin  the quenda 

Photo: EMRC 

https://www.healthywildlife.com.au/quenda-3/#/
mailto:quenda@wwf.org.au


 

                     First Responder App  

Here is a valuable APP that you may wish to download. The “First Responder” 
App will assist with first aid information and pinpoint where you if you need 
emergency assistance. 

Help us find you in an emergency 

Pinpointing your exact location can become difficult in an emergency situation. 
The St John First Responder App sends your GPS coordinates to the operator 
when you call Triple 000 for an ambulance, speeding up the time it takes to 
confirm your location and dispatch and ambulance. 

Over 200,000 Western Australians have downloaded the app which also contains a number of other resources, includ-
ing: 

First aid instruction guides – helping you to treat a range of injuries and illnesses. 

Defibrillator (AED) locator - showing all the defibrillator locations near you. 

Locate nearest medical centres and emergency departments - including live ED waiting time information.  

Patient transport services information. 

First aid tips and special offers  - keeping you up to date with handy first aid information. 

St John First Responder is a free app and available on Apple’s App Store and Google Play. You can find out more about 
how to use the app in our First Aid Responder App Guide. 

Winner of the Stakeholder Survey (Volunteers) draw announced! 
 

Congratulations to Dwayne Scook who won the draw for a $100 Zanthorrea Nursery gift voucher for completing the 
Eastern Region Catchment Management Program (ERCMP) stakeholder survey and attending the workshop held on 
Wednesday 16 September in Mundaring.  

 

The feedback from our volunteers is valuable, this information will ensure the 
ERCMP remains relevant to our stakeholders and steers the ERCMP resources to 
where they are most needed. Thank you to all the volunteers who completed the 
survey and a special thanks to those who attended the workshop. 

 

The information received from our volunteers and our partner organisations will 
be the first step towards the review and update of the Eastern Catchment Man-
agement Plan, a document that provides guidance to the ERCMP and integrates 
the needs and priorities of the program’s stakeholders. This document is due for 
review in 2022 with planning commencing in 2021. 

Grevillea Raspberry Dream 
Photo: Zanthorrea Nursery 

https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/st-john-first-responder/id1174762431?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.stjohnambulance.stjohnappprod&hl=en
http://www.stjohnambulance.com.au/docs/default-source/corporate-publications/app_design_sja_v3.pdf


  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bush Skills for the Hills (BSFTHs) is a series of free workshops aimed at Perth’s Eastern Region landcare groups. They 
are designed to give participants the skills to manage and appreciate everything that local bushland has to offer. Due to 
the popularity of the BSFTHs workshops the Eastern Region Catchment Management Program (ERCMP) will be promoting 
the 2021 workshops firstly to members of Perth’s Eastern Region Catchment and Friends of Groups. Following this, if 
there are any vacancies for workshops the event will be  advertised through Eventbrite and the EMRC’s Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/EasternMetropolitanRegionalCouncil/  

If you are interested in landcare and would like to attend these workshops, please consider joining a landcare group 
(Friends or Catchment Group) you will be offered an opportunity to attend the free workshops via email. 

Please contact the Eastern Region Catchment Program team and they will assist you in locating an existing landcare group 
or how you can form your own group. Contact details for the ERCMP team are on page 13.     
     

During the Kambarang season, we see an abundance of colours and flowers exploding 
all around us. The yellows of many of the Acacia’s continue to abound, along with 
some of the Banksias and many other smaller delicate flowering plants including the 
Kangaroo Paw and orchids. Also during this time the Balgas will also start to flower, 
especially if they’ve been burn or closely shaved in the past year. 

The “Mooja”, or Australian Christmas Tree (Nuytsia) is one of the most striking displays 
of flowers seen in this season. The bright orange and yellow flowers serve to signal the 
heat is on its way. 

October is the most likely time of year that you’ll encounter a snake as reptiles start to 
awaken from hibernation and look to make the most of the warm to assist them in 
getting enough energy to look for food. It is also a time that many young families of 
birds will be singing out for their parents to feed them. Koolbardies (Magpies) will also 
be out  protecting their nests and babies.     

 Content sourced from: http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/calendars/nyoongar.shtml#kambarang 

 Bush Skills for the Hills Workshops 

2021 Program 

Australian Christmas Tree (Nuytsia 

floribunda) Photo by Florabase 

Be alert Boneseed—In Bloom 

Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. Monilifera 

Boneseed is a declared weed known to in sites across the Perth Hills. It is important that any boneseed plants still hid-

ing in backyards or neighbouring bushland are reported. It is a woody shrub to 2m with bright yellow daisy type flow-

ers and fleshy green leaves.  

To eradicate this weed new infestations need to be destroyed before they flower or set seed. Shallow roots make 

Boneseed easy to hand-pull or dig up when small. Non-fruiting plants can be left to decompose as long as roots are 

not near the soil surface. Bag fruiting plants or stems and dispose or burn them.  

You are also encouraged to help by being on the look-

out and reporting any potential boneseed plants to 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Devel-

opment (DPIRD) Pest Info line on 9368 3080 or at 

padis@dpird. 

Kambarang (Season of Birth) 

Photo: Amanda Spooner 

https://www.facebook.com/EasternMetropolitanRegionalCouncil/
http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/calendars/nyoongar.shtml#kambarang
mailto:info@agric.wa.gov.au
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Parrot’s Feather (Myriophyllum 
aquaticum) 

 Photo by EMRC 

The information for this edition’s Noongar Season is provided by the EMRC’s Bush Cards 4 Youth, part of the Bush Skills 4  

Youth program. The original information sourced from South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council Kaartdijin Noongar—

Noongar Language https://www.noongarculture.org.au, the  Djidi Djidi AborigInal Women’s Group, Darlington and Sur-

rounds Local Flora and Bushlands by Cliff Burns, the Western Australian Herbarium and Amanda Spooner. 

Myriophyllum aquaticum, commonly used in ponds and aquatic gardens, is a bright green 
perennial fresh water herb which can grow on the banks of waterways or can rise up a 
few metres through water. The leaves have a feathery appearance, which occur in whorls 
of 4 to 6, with stems reaching 5m in length. All plants in Australia have female flowers 
which are small and white/transparent making the only means of reproduction vegeta-
tive.  

The stems of the Parrot’s feather creep and root at its nodes near the base of the plant, 
making this highly competitive plant capable of rapid growth and spread in freshwater 
systems. It can form dense mats, which completely excludes native plants and its high 
tannin content means that fish tend not to eat it. Dense infestations affect recreational 
activities such as boating, fishing and swimming. Free-floating mats can interfere with 
water supplies, irrigation systems and other infrastructure and it can impede water flow.  

Methods of control include mechanical removal, though much care is needed when han-
dling this weed due to its ability to reproduce from broken stem segments.. Chemical 
control includes Glyphosate at 100ml/10L of water and Reglone® at a rate of 40mL/10L of 
water, both need to be used when the plant is actively growing and more than 25% is 
above the water.  

Please note: when using any agricultural chemicals ensure that you always follow instruc-
tions on the label and any permit. Users of agricultural chemical products must always 
strictly comply with the directions on the label and the conditions of any permit. To view 
permits or product labels go to the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Au-
thority website. 

Plant of the Month 

Sundew (Drosera sp) 

Drosera plants, within the Perth Hills, are usually quite small and seemingly delicate but 
they are resourceful and very hardy. Usually found in areas where the soil is poor these 
carnivorous plants obtain their nutrients from insects. Drosera sp use a lure to attract 
insects to the sticky globules on the hairs of its leaves, once the insect is ensnared the 
plant works quickly to cover it with a sticky secretion made up of digestive enzymes. 
These enzymes dissolve the insect allowing its nutrients to become accessible to the 
plant. 

There are up to 200 species of Drosera in Western Australia with different leaf forms and 
flowers and range in colour from whites to pinks, oranges and reds. The flowers are usu-
ally located far from the plants sticky globules, for it would be counterproductive to con-
sume your pollinator! Some species of Drosera can live up to 50 years and some plants 
found in the south-west of Western Australia have been measured to a metre tall. 

For further reading:  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2018-04-01/carnivorous-plants-drosera-insect-
killers/9596170?nw=0 

https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/reports/carnivorous-plants-in-w-a-july-rlg-meeting-
report/ 

Weed of the Month 

Parrot’s Feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum) 

Drosera plants 

Photo: EMRC 

https://www.noongarculture.org.au
http://apvma.gov.au/
http://apvma.gov.au/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2018-04-01/carnivorous-plants-drosera-insect-killers/9596170?nw=0
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2018-04-01/carnivorous-plants-drosera-insect-killers/9596170?nw=0
https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/reports/carnivorous-plants-in-w-a-july-rlg-meeting-report/
https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/reports/carnivorous-plants-in-w-a-july-rlg-meeting-report/


 

Meeting Dates 

 

Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment 
Group  

AGM Monday, 12 October 6.30pm    

Meeting room, Midland Tourist Park 

Toodyay Road Middle Swan.            

Contact  Danae Warden on 08 9424 
2264 or email   

danae.warden@emrc.org.au  

Friends of Piesse Brook 

GM Wednesday , 14 October 

Working Busy Bee October 18, 9:45am at 
Victor Rd access through Helena Valley 

For venues detail please contact Lynda 
Tomlinson  

            or email lktom555@gmail.com 

Helena River Catchment Group  

Monday, 19 October  7.00pm 

Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen Forrest. 

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or  
email  Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

 

Susannah Brook Catchment Group Inc. 

Wednesday,  7 October  6.30pm 

For venue details, please contact Kathryn 
Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or  email  
Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

Jane Brook Catchment Group 

AGM  Sunday, 25 October 10am 

Sawyers Valley Primary School Outdoor Classroom, 
please Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or  
email  Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

Lower Helena Association Incorporated 

If you are interested to join please ring 

Contact Danae Warden on (08) 9424 
2264 or                                                                     
email danae.warden@emrc.org.au 

 

WA Naturalists’ Club—Darling Range Branch 
Meetings held on the first Friday of the month.                                                                           
Jorgensen Park Pavilion, Crescent Road, off Mundaring Road, Kalamunda 

Details:  https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/events  
www.wanaturalists.org.au  email:  DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au  

      
WA Wildflower Society—Darling Range Branch 
The Darling Range Branch meets on the second Sunday of the month, at the Old Guide 
Hall, 5 Sanderson Road, Lesmurdie (Cnr Lesmurdie and Brady Roads)  

The final meeting for the year is November 8 from 10am to noon. 

To register call Lynda on 9291 8753  or email lktom555@gmail.com   

     For further information, visit http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/  

 

Wildflower Society of WA—Eastern Hills Branch 
Propagation Group:  Meets on Mondays once a month to share knowledge about propa-
gating native plants  

Seed Cleaning Group: Meets fortnightly on Wednesdays to prepare seeds for propagation 

Plant Learners’ Group: Meets on Mondays twice a month in a self-learning environment 
to identify plants and expand knowledge of our native flora.           

Andrew Brown on “Orchids of W.A’s Eastern Granites” Friday 25 October at 7:30pm 

AGM and supper evening Friday 27 November at 7:30pm  

For further information, contact pamela.riordan@gmail.com  

For more information about any of these events: 

Web: www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/  

Wooroloo Brook Landcare Group  
First Thursday of the month 

Gidgegannup Hall, Old Toodyay Rd at the Showgrounds. 

Contact Danae Warden on (08) 9424 2264 or                                                                       
email danae.warden@emrc.org.au 

mailto:Karen.warner@emrc.org.au
mailto:lktom555@gmail.com
mailto:Contact%20Kathryn%20Johnson%20on%20(08)%209424%202245%20or%20%20email%20%20Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au?subject=Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au%20
mailto:Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au?subject=Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au%20
mailto:l%20Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au?subject=Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au%20
mailto:%20danae.warden@emrc.org.au?subject=danae.warden@emrc.org.au
http://www.wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:lktom555@gmail.com
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/
mailto:pamela.riordan@gmail.com
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/
mailto:%20danae.warden@emrc.org.au?subject=danae.warden@emrc.org.au


 

Indicators of catchment health 

A technical perspective 

By J Walker, DJ Reuter 

 

This book discusses tools that science has so far developed for bench-
marking and monitoring the condition of the land and water resources 
in the catchments. 

The primary focus is to provide landholders, catchment groups, catch-
ment and land protection boards, and rural communities with the best 
tools that science has so far developed for benchmarking and monitor-
ing the condition fo the land and water resources in the catchments. A 
diverse range of potential indicators has been reviewed and the most 
appropriate suite of indicators assembled to aid this focus. The pro-
posed indicators cover farm productivity and financial performance, 
product quality, soil health, water quality and landscape integrity.  
 

 Indicators of catchment health—A technical 

perspective 

 (Published January 1996, CSIRO Publlishing) 

David O’Brien 

Supervisor of Environment and  

Horticulture 

Shire of Mundaring 

Telephone: (08) 9290 6749 

E: davidO’Brien@mundaring.wa.gov.au  

Bradley Thompson 

Coordinator Natural—Environmental 

Maintenance  

City of Swan 

Telephone:  (08) 9267 9443 

E: bradley.thompson@swan.wa.gov.au 

Off the Shelf 

Kathryn Johnson 

Natural   Environment  Officer 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2245 

M: 0408 924 989 

E: kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au 

Karen Warner 

Coordinator Natural Environment 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2242 

M: 0428 101 223 

E: karen.warner@emrc.org.au 

Danae Warden 

Natural  Environment  Officer 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2264 

M: 0427 088 213 

E: danae.warden@emrc.org.au 

Available at eBooks.com 

AU $49.95 

Contact details 

Eastern Region Catchment Management  Program team (ERCMP)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.                                                                      

 

 

 

mailto:%20danae.warden@emrc.org.au?subject=danae.warden@emrc.org.au
https://www.ebooks.com/en-au/

