
 

 

 SUPPLEMENT -  COVID-19  

Welcome to our special Greenpage COVID-19 Edition  

By the EMRC 

Welcome to our special Greenpage COVID-19 Edition.  

Following advice from the Australian Department of Health in respect to restricting the spread of COVID-19, the EMRC 
has taken the step of cancelling all non-essential meetings/forums and large gatherings. EMRC officers will not be attend-
ing  face to face meetings, which includes Catchment Group meetings, until further notice. We regret that all community  
workshops, forums and events have been rescheduled and all the EMRC, Bush Skills for the Hills and Bush Skills 4 Youth 
workshops have been postponed. The EMRC are looking at alternative ways to deliver workshops. 

We apologise for any inconvenience caused however the ERCMP team is still working and are able to provide support to 
our volunteers, stakeholders and the community, remotely. We are available via phone and email and we are investi-
gating methods for delivering remote online meetings as needed. We encourage our stakeholders and volunteers to re-
examine your goals for the year, and we will support your decisions with the best information we have available. Please 
contact the EMRC officer who usually attends your meetings to discuss how best we can support you during this time. 

We have collated information from the key authorities and funding bodies to help people who are undertaking land care 
activities to assess how to manage your projects in as safe and viable manner as possible. We have included links to   
organisations where you will find ideas for keeping connected to the natural environment. 

The Greenpage will continue to be published and distributed as per normal. 

 

If you have any concerns regarding your grant obligations, workshops, busy bees or other activities, please do not  
hesitate to contact us – Karen, Cat, Kathryn, Cathy or Danae – we are here to help. 

ERCMP Team 

Contact details:  

Karen Warner, karen.warner@emrc.org.au or mobile 0428 101 223 

Kathryn Johnson, kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au or mobile 0408 924 989 

Cat Williams, cat.williams@emrc.org.au or mobile 0427 088 213 

Cathy Levett, catherine.levett@emrc.org.au or mobile 0437 800 308 (Monday to Wednesday)  

Danae Warden, danae.warden@emrc.org.au or mobile 0418 928 031 (Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday) 

The EMRC Environment Administration Officer 9424 2216 or the EMRC Reception 9424 2222 

 

 
Up to date information about the progress of COVID-19 is available from the Health Department                                   

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert 
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COVID-19 Coronavirus  

Advice for incorporated associations and clubs 

By the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety 

Government measures to help stop the spread of COVID-19 coronavirus may impact on the management of the affairs of 
associations and clubs incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act 2015 (the Act). Measures such as social  
distancing and restrictions on social gatherings could affect an incorporated association’s ability to hold regular meetings, 
including the Annual General Meeting (AGM). The Commissioner for Consumer Protection has issued the following     
general information to guide incorporated associations and clubs: 

• Keep up-to-date with advice issued by the Department of Health about measures to prevent the spread of COVID-
19 coronavirus and respond accordingly. Visit https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus for more 
information. 

 

• Review the need to hold non-essential meetings at this time and consider whether non-urgent business could be 
dealt with at a future date instead. 

• Where an association’s rules (also referred to as a constitution) permit: hold meetings by electronic means; and/or                               
limiting the number of attendees present using proxy provisions to nominate  people to attend and vote on their 
behalf. 

• Where a meeting cannot be postponed, ensure that the meeting venue is large enough for members to attend 
safely in accordance with the social distancing guidelines. 

• Ensure members are kept informed of any measures being implemented that may impact on them, including any 
proposed actions to delay or change the timeframes or formats of meetings. 

Current legislative requirements remain in force, however if an incorporated association is unable to meet its obligations 
under the Act because of the COVID-19 coronavirus, then Consumer protection will take these circumstances into consid-
eration.  
 

Extensions of time to hold Annual General Meetings (AGMs) 

If the association finds that it is necessary to delay or postpone its AGM more than six months after the  end of its finan-
cial year, the Commissioner can grant an extension. The association must apply for an extension of the timeframe       
using Form 3- Application requesting further time to hold the AGM.   
Applications can be lodged using our Associations Online service. The fee to apply for an extension of time to hold the 
AGM has been waived. 

Limits on public  gatherings  for coronavirus (COVID-19)  

 

Public gatherings significantly increase the risk of COVID-19 spreading. On 29 March the National Cabinet agreed to   
further limit most indoor and outdoor non-essential gathering to 2 people. Rules on essential gatherings are also in 
place. Find out what limits apply.  

 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus
https://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/publications/application-requesting-further-time-hold-annual-general-meeting-agm
https://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/associationsonline


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for SALP Grant Recipients 

By Melinda McAndrew—SALP Manager 

 

Perth NRM is taking measures to provide continued operational/strategic support to the community in light of the 
growing need to ‘slow the curve’ of the COVID-19 pandemic. Most physical events are indefinitely postponed, including 
the involvement of any corporate, school and CVA groups. However, there are many natural resource management 
activities that can’t simply be postponed.  

Perth NRM is speaking to groups, suppliers, funding bodies, other organisations and governments at every level to   
ensure that community conservation projects, now and in future, aren’t put at permanent risk by the health crisis we’re 
experiencing now. The is to create a toolkit of responses to COVID-19 impacts, including a guideline for ‘Community 
Conservation During COVID-19;’ sharing techniques for managing on-ground activities under these circumstances.  

Perth NRM are looking for feedback on your plans so we can minimise the impact on your organisation and the sec-
tor. 

Please take a moment to consider and answer these questions and send your responses to                                       
jason.pitman@perthnrm.com NRM’s Biodiversity Coordinator. 

• Who are your plant and equipment suppliers (APACE, Plantrite etc) and what kind of agreements do you have?  
We have already been contacted by suppliers, who are equally affected by the threat to business as usual.                  
Let’s see what can be managed. 

Have you discussed ways of continuing on-ground activities that don’t put people at risk? PLEASE share your ideas 
with us. 

If you have identified any issues that aren’t covered in the questions above, please let us know by reply email.             
We are quite certain that as a community, we can work our way through this. 

Read more about the PNRM message to community about COVID-19 by clicking the following link:                           
https://www.perthnrm.com/2020/03/covid-19 

With COVID-19 changing the way we're living our lives, and many events and gatherings being cancelled or postponed, 
it's important to remember that not everything we love to do is on hold. Nature Play WA is  putting together new     
resources to support families spending time together during the COVID-19 pandemic, and will be sharing some great 
resources for other like-minded organisations! 
https://www.natureplaywa.org.au/resources/for-families/coronavirus-covid19-resources  

Self Isolation Resources for Families 

By Nature Play WA 
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Lotterywest announces COVID-19 Relief Fund 

By Government of Western Australia 

The State Government, through Lotterywest, announced significant changes to Lotterywest’s grants program, to support 
organisations dealing with the community impacts of COVID-19. 

The reprioritised grant funding of approximately $159 million will focus on the areas where Lotterywest can support   
organisations that are helping people experiencing hardship. Lotterywest will now allocate all profits previously assigned 
to a direct grants budget directly into the newly created fund to assist the Western Australian community to recover.  
Lotterywest’s purpose to build a better Western Australia together has never been more relevant in these uncertain 
times. As the only State Government owned lottery in Australia where all the profits are returned to the community, 
Lotterywest is committed to supporting Western Australians in these times of need. Grant support will be available im-
mediately for eligible not-for-profit organisations and community groups. For more information please visit 
www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au or by calling 133 777. 

 

 

Community Rivercare Program Projects and COVID–19 

By the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attraction 

 

Hi Community Rivercare Program Grant Recipient 

DBCA’s Rivers and Estuaries Branch (REB) is aware that as a result of the social distancing restrictions and other COVID-19 
impacts, it may be difficult to deliver the milestones in your grant agreements. As such we are happy to work with each 
group to develop a plan to make sure the best outcome for your project can be achieved. We also appreciate that delays 
may result in additional costs, which we will assess on a case by case basis to determine the best approach (e.g. a reduc-
tion of milestones, a reallocation of funds or deliverables, etc). 

REB staff are continually amazed at how resourceful community groups are and we will do our best to help find solutions 
for the obstacles that this disruption will cause to your projects. We know it is early days, but when you have an under-
standing of what your issues will be, please contact Michelle or Alison to discuss the best approach such that we can help 
get the best outcomes for our partners and the projects. Email: michelle.crow@dbca.wa.gov.au or                                     
alison.mcgilvray@dbca.wa.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

As a result of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19), some of you may have queries about how to respond to potential 
changes to your project. The State NRM Office would like to reassure everyone that the health and safety of your staff, 
volunteers and community is our highest priority. Changes to your State NRM-funded projects over this period of time 
will not impact your contract with us. If you do need to make changes to your project deliverables or payment schedules 
due to COVID-19 please contact us to arrange a variation to your Project Schedule. In particular, if you have activities or 
events in your Project Schedule that involve getting large groups of people together, we would encourage you to consid-
er postponing these activities and will be very supportive of this need. State Government have provided advice on how 
agencies should deal with COVID-19  

Stay well, 

State NRM Team. 

For more information please visit:   http://www.nrm.wa.gov.au/  

Responding to potential changes to your state NRM funded project 

By the State NRM Program WA 
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RiverStreaming 

By the International River Foundation 

Connecting people through streams 

Introducing RiverStreaming, a series of online events 

bringing together experts and our IRF community glob-

ally to discuss a range of topics on the impacts on the 

world’s rivers. RiverDialogue will be an online forum 

spread across two days, and RiverTalk is our monthly 

webinar series - from May onwards you let us know 

what topic you would like to hear about, and we will 

organise the guest speakers for you! 

 

Rivers on Fire - the first RiverTalk topic 

Originally planned as a networking breakfast, Rivers on Fire is the 

first of IRF's new monthly online RiverTalk series. 

As Australia begins to recover from the devastating nationwide 

bushfires, this RiverTalk will focus on understanding the impacts, 

raising awareness, and creating a call for action to address the 

effects of fire on waterways. 

Listen to our two keynote expert speakers and take part in an 

online Q&A session. 

Our keynote speakers are:  

Dr Fran Sheldon - How will our rivers cope, and 

Bradley Moggridge - Learning from our Indigenous communities 

For further information , visit: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/

rivertalk-rivers-on-fire-tickets-101484266172  

Ticket cost: $ 30 
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Bushland News—Issue 113 
Photo by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attraction 

Celebrating 50 years of Botanical discovery 

By  the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attraction 

 

In 1970 the Western Australian Herbarium launched its flagship 
taxonomic journal Nuytsia so that new information on the State’s 
diverse and fascinating flora could be locally published. 
 
The journal has played a central role in supporting five extraordi-
nary decades of botanical discovery and to celebrate its 50th 
year, 50 new species will be published in a golden anniversary 
edition. 
For more information please follow this link:      
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/  

A Message from Paul Sullivan CEO 

By  the Birdlife Australia 

As COVID-19 causes so much heartbreak and sadness around the world, I'm inspired by the bravery of our frontline 

workers and the spirit of cooperation as we all work together to get through this. I can assure you BirdLife Australia is 

continuing its fight to stop extinctions and protect nature, even if many of us are doing this from our own homes. We 

need you now more than ever. Thank you to everyone for staying at home as much as possible to stop the spread of the 

virus and save lives. I know self-isolation can be challenging and stressful at times so what we need right now is nature.   

I am so grateful that no matter where you live, you can still see birds and take comfort from them. Please visit our new 

Birding at Home page to find out how you and your household can continue to enjoy the beauty of our feathered 

friends. You'll find activities to occupy kids while our movements are restricted, links to our Autumn Birds in Backyards 

survey and Bird Finder, and information on how you can act to protect birds forever. 

To help everyone who is now Birding at Home, we are also kicking off a regular live series on Facebook where our bird 

experts will be taking questions and talk.  

 

The Wildcare Helpline for help with injured wildlife is still operating. For information click on 

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/about-us/contact-us/wildcare-helpline  
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