
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

• Keep Australia      

Beautiful Week  17-23 

August 2020 

• September—National 

Biodiversity Month 

• National Recycling Week 

9-15 November 2020  

 

Quick Contacts: 

• Shire of Mundaring 
 (08) 9290 6666 
• City of Swan 
 (08) 9267 9267 
• EMRC 
 (08) 9424 2222 
 

Let us know if you would like to 

receive this newsletter via 

email—it’s another way you can 

help the environment! 

 

To register, email the EMRC at 

environment@emrc.org.au 

with : “Subscribe to Greenpage” 

in the subject heading and your 

email contact details. For  

further information, please  

contact Sara Toppi at the EMRC 

on (08) 9424 2216. 

 

The Greenpage newsletter is  

compiled by the EMRC using 

multiple resources and authors. 

The views and opinions  

expressed do not necessarily 

reflect those of the EMRC or  

the project sponsors. 

Visit www.perthseasternregion.com.au  August/September 2020 

Celebrating Indigenous Culture and Nature 

                                     By the EMRC 

A day of activities celebrating indigenous communities and the natural environment 
marked the end of term 2 at Clayton View Primary School in Koongamia. Members of 
Nyungar Birdiyia Nyngar Company engaged students in activities including bush tucker 
planting, building a Mia Mia and story telling, while teachers and community members 
delivered art activities and cooked kangaroo tail and damper.  

Each class ventured across the oval to join the EMRC Bush Skills team in planting a variety 
of native plant species with the aim of creating habitat along the Wangalla Brook on the 
northern side of the school oval. A variety of birds frequent this area and frogs can be 
heard calling through the seasons.  An unplanned fire in this area in 2019 has left the soil 
bare with a high rate of weed generation and some native regeneration. The new plants 
will provide shelter for frogs and other small animals and food for birds.  

Wangalla Brook meanders through Koongamia and Helena Valley to meet the Helena 
River. The Noongar meaning for Koongamia is shelter (mia) at the base of the hills, 
(koonga). Historically the brook provided food, water and shelter for Noongar families as 
they moved from the hills to the coastal plain with the changing seasons.  

Activities that educate students about the significance of this waterway and engage them 
in improving the health of the brook and fringing habitat began in 2018. In 2020 funding 
from a Federal Government Community Environment Project grant has enabled EMRC to 
increase the number of workshops delivered to the school and the scope of habitat im-
provement activities. 

Additional planting activities are planned with the school on Friday, 7 August and a com-
munity event on the morning of Sunday, 23 August 2020. This activity will bring together 
local volunteers, the school community and neighbours along the brook in hopes that 
collaboration through this community event will encourage long term care of the brook 
and surrounding areas.  

This project received grant funding from the Australian Government's Communities     
Environment Program. 

Planting day at      
Wangalla Brook.   
Photos by  EMRC 

http://www.perthseasternregion.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

Site 2: 2020 planting area. 
Photo by  EMRC 

On two perfect July mornings the Susannah Brook Catchment Group (SBCG), with assis-
tance from City of Swan and EMRC, invited the community to assist them in planting 
days at Susannah Brook in Gidgegannup. The group was awarded a three year State 
NRM grant titled the ‘Susannah Brook Restoration Project’ in 2019. The group is restor-
ing a wildlife corridor and the wetlands at Susannah Brook. Now in its second year and 
concentrating on their second site (diagram 1), the project is in full swing. 

Volunteers were notified via letter drop, the Swan Volunteer Resource Centre, social 
media and the local newspaper, the Gidgegram. A total of 20 participants arrived for the 
Saturday event and 12 on the Thursday. Families returned from previous years and one 
volunteer travelled by train and bus to assist with the planting! Organising the event 
during school holidays was also well received with many students applying to attend the 
2.5hr sessions.  

Due to COVID-19 plant numbers were reduced to 864 seedlings and volunteers were 
instructed to bring their own water, gloves and tools. A wrapped morning tea was sup-
plied (normally packaging would be discouraged) and 1.5m physical distancing was    
adhered to.  

The City of Swan pre-dug holes using an auger which was a great help as was the mulch 
which was spread after weed removal earlier in the year.  

On the Saturday members sorted plants into wet and dry tolerate species and directed 
volunteers to the areas they needed to plant. A demonstration of how to plant a seed-
ling was given to new volunteers, focusing on; 

• Digging a hole deep enough to cover all roots and making sure the root tips could 
touch the bottom of the hole, an air gap between the roots and soil can kill a 
seedling. 

• When covering the hole it is beneficial to have the seedling sitting low in the 
ground, this provides a well for water to run.  

• Reeds and sedges can be planted in clumps of 3-4 whereas it is better to spread 
the other plants to provide growing space. 

Everyone had a great time and all seedlings were planted on the Saturday. This meant 
Thursday could be used to place the tree guards. This year members decided to trial a 
new type of tree guard which is biodegradable. A handful were used to see how effec-
tive they are and the time it takes them to degrade. Hopefully the results will be known 
for next year’s planting. SBCG has worked tirelessly at Susannah Brook, they are en-
thused and have a vision. Without dedicated volunteer landcarers such as these, areas 
similar to Susannah Brook would be left unchecked, weeds and pests would dominate 
and water quality reduce. Thank you and we all look forward to your next event.  

Susannah Brook Catchment Group - Planting day 

By the City of Swan 

Site 1 

Site 2 

Site 3 

Susannah Brook Catchment Group -
Planting day. 
Photo by  EMRC 

Volunteers  enjoying  the planting day. 
Photo by  Susannah Brook Catchment 
Group 



 
 

 
 

 

Planting at Bugle Tree Creek with Bush Skills 4 Youth 

By the EMRC 

The drizzly rain on the morning of Tuesday, 7 July didn’t deter 16 children and their par-

ents from coming to help Una Bell to plant seedlings in the wetland areas near the Bugle 

Tree Creek. Plants provided by the ‘Seedlings for Landcare’ 2020 program needed to go 

into the ground, so local families and participants from previous Bush Skills 4 Youth work-

shops in this area, were invited to come and help.  

Alongside the Shire of Mundaring grounds crew children and parents learnt about the 

importance of selecting the best type of plants for each location. All of the plants had 

been selected to suit the conditions which meant that many needed to be planted in the 

soggy wetland soil the perfect place for wearing gum boots.  

The newly planted seedlings, along with those planted in previous years, are creating a 

protected habitat for quenda, rakali, frogs and a great variety of native birds. An im-

portant aspect of this activity was planting amongst dead and fallen trees and shrubs. 

These are left where they fall so that animals can use them for a safe refuge from preda-

tors.  Once the planting was completed loose branches and bushes were heaped up to 

create more hiding places. These will eventually decompose and release nutrients into 

the soil. 

When the work was done it was time for hands to be washed and what better place than 

in the creek. For some of the children the time spent playing in the creek was the best 

activity of the day and for the adults it was a reminder of why we treasure these special 

outdoor places. 

Sedge Planting in 2019.                                              
Photo by EMRC 

Sedge Planted in 2019.                  
Picture taken in 2020.                                             
Photo by EMRC 

Enthusiastic volunteers at the 2020 event.                                        
Photo by EMRC 



  

Good hygiene protects the bush too!                               

 By the EMRC 

We are all now very familiar with maintaining good hygiene practices to protect ourselves 
from COVID-19, but how good are our hygiene practices when it comes to protecting our 
bushland from the effects of Phytophthora dieback? Phytophthora (pronounced Fy-tof-
thora) dieback is caused by a plant pathogen, Phytophthora cinnamomi, which is a micro-
scopic water mould that is easily spread through the movement of soil and mud, especial-
ly by vehicles, equipment and footwear.  
 
It also moves in surface and sub-surface water and via root-to root contact between 
plants and is thought to have been brought to Australia by early European settlers. More 
than 40 per cent of south-west WA native flora species are susceptible to Phytophthora 
dieback, including banksias, jarrah, grass trees, zamia palms, dryandra and hakea species. 
Those that are not susceptible can still act as a host for the pathogen. Phytophthora die-
back can also affect a variety of garden plants and fruit trees.  
 
This Photophthora dieback attacks the roots of a plant, preventing the uptake of water 
and nutrients. Dieback will present as a symptom of a Phytophthora infection as infected 
plants often appear to be dying from drought. There is no cure for this disease, which kills 
many susceptible plants, impacting fauna habitats and threatening bushland communi-
ties. 
 
Just like with COVID-19, prevention is key. There are simple hygiene measures you can 
implement to help protect our natural areas:  

• Avoid working in wet and muddy conditions. 

• Make sure tools, equipment and footwear are free of mud and soil when bringing 
them into the bushland for work days. 

• When manually removing weeds, ensure plant material and soil is placed in a bag 
or container to prevent it being dropped into other parts of the bushland. 

• Consider direct seeding rather than using tube stock to present soil being brought 
into the site. 

• If using tube stock, purchase from accredited nurseries with good hygiene       
standards.   

• Avoid vehicle movement through bushland, where possible. 

• Stay on the tracks when moving through bushland and keep out of dieback  
             restricted areas. 

• Remove all mud and soil from tools and footwear with a brush (onto a tray or plas-
tic sheet to avoid cross contamination), then spray with diluted methylated spirits 
(70% methylated spirits, 30% water) – keep these items in a field hygiene kit. 

• Use commercial car washing facilities where possible to avoid taking Phytophthora 
Dieback infected mud home with you. 

 
Phosphite is a biodegradable fungicide that can be used to help protect plants against 
Phytophthora dieback. This treatment works by boosting the plant’s own natural         
defences, enabling it to survive in infected areas. Methods of treatment include injecting 
trees and spraying plants with a back-pack sprayer. Phosphite injectors are available for 
loan through the EMRC. Please contact us on 9424 2222 or email us at environ-
ment@emrc.org.au to find out more about borrowing this equipment. To learn more 
about managing Phytophthora dieback in bushland, follow this link: https://
www.dwg.org.au/publications-links/publications/download-info/managing-phytophthora
-dieback-in-bushland/ 
 
Remember, start clean and stay clean – every step counts! 

 

Brush soil from footwear and tools, 
then spray with diluted methylated 

spirits. 
Photo by EMRC 

The devastating impacts of       
Phytophthora dieback. 
Photo by DBCA 

mailto:environment@emrc.org.au
mailto:environment@emrc.org.au
https://www.dwg.org.au/publications-links/publications/download-info/managing-phytophthora-dieback-in-bushland/
https://www.dwg.org.au/publications-links/publications/download-info/managing-phytophthora-dieback-in-bushland/
https://www.dwg.org.au/publications-links/publications/download-info/managing-phytophthora-dieback-in-bushland/


 

 

 

Plantrite helps groups to plant right! 

 By the EMRC 

Saturday, 13 June saw the Friends of the Flooded Gum (FFG) venture to the banks of 
Nyaania Creek in Helena Valley for a planting morning where Nyaania Creek meets the 
Helena River.  

Supported by the Helena River Catchment Group and the EMRC, a total of 18 local land 
owners and friends were fortunate to dodge the showers of rain and plant a total of 519 
seedlings provided to FFG through Plantrite’s “Grown For Purpose” Community Revegeta-
tion Grant Program. 

Riparian tube stock was grown by Plantrite specifically to suit the site conditions and in-
cluded fringing rush species such as Ficinia nodosa (Knotted Club Rush), Juncus pallidus 
(Pale Rush) and Juncus subsecundus (Finger Rush), as well as mid and upper storey spe-
cies such as Viminaria juncea (Swishbush) and Melaleuca rhaphiophylla (Swamp Paper-
bark).  Plantrite’s seedlings donation supports the existing work being undertaken by FFG 
on privately owned land along the banks of Nyaania Creek and the Helena River, which 
includes the removal of Morning Glory, Watsonia, Angled Onion, Cotton Bush, Arum Lily, 
Nasturtiums, Queensland Hibiscus and Mediterranean Buckthorn as part of a two-year 
Community Rivercare Program grant. 

The planting morning concluded with a cuppa and social catch-up, the perfect opportuni-
ty for networking with likeminded landcarers. Many thanks to Plantrite for providing their 
support to local community revegetation projects. 

To find out more about upcoming grant opportunities to support bushland and waterway 
restoration projects, please contact the EMRC on 9424 2216 or email us at                       
environment@emrc.org.au. 

Always great to 
finish the morning 
with a cuppa and 
catch-up!.           
Photo by Karen 
McLean (Friends of 
the Flooded Gum) 

Riverbank planting 
along Nyaania 
Creek.                
Photo by Karen 
McLean (Friends of 
the Flooded Gum) 

Planting sedges along the Helena 
River.                                                 
Photo by Karen McLean (Friends of the 
Flooded Gum) 

mailto:environment@emrc.org.au


 

 

 

Article continues on the next page 

Western Australians are very fortunate to be surrounded by the natural environment. 
We use it for recreation, exercise and our wellbeing. It is embedded in our culture to 
spend time in nature and with its rich diversity, over 210 vascular plant species and 
2200 fauna species (not including invertebrates), it is a true asset. With this privilege 
comes responsibility and as a community we need to help protect this treasure. 

A great place to start is within our catchments. Catchment areas collect water via rain-
fall or natural springs, which then runs into our major rivers. They provide habitat, food 
and a water source for all living things and play an important role in the overall health of 
the Swan, Helena and Canning Rivers.   

An indicator of poor health in a water way is the presence of aquatic weeds. Aquatic 
weeds can be defined as ‘plants that grow in aquatic conditions that are unwanted and 
undesirable’. Many of these plants can cause waterways to become stagnant, encourag-
ing algal blooms and increasing mosquito activity, they can also alter the presence and 
biodiversity of local native flora and fauna.   

The spread of aquatic weeds is greatest after the ‘flash flow’ of waterways during the 
first significant rains in Winter or Makuru (the Noongar season of the first rains, June - 
July). This is when garden waste is transported along the waterways with an increase in 
nutrients and pollution coming from adjacent private and public gardens, parks, agricul-
tural areas, industries and poor drainage systems. This provides ideal growing condi-
tions for weeds and contributes to weed spread and proliferation, which ultimately 
affects the major tributaries and rivers.   

Recently officers from the EMRC attended training at the South East Regional Centre for 
Urban Landcare (SERCUL) for Aquatic Weed Management. This course outlined weed 
identification, the importance of constant surveillance of waterways and the different 
management techniques which can be adopted to reduce and eventually eradicate 
aquatic weeds. Here is what we learned; 

Aquatic weeds are classified into seven different groups;  

• Free-floating (e.g. Amazon frogbit, Limnobium laevigatum)  

• Floating attached (e.g. Brahmi or Bacopa monnieri) 

•  Submerged plants with fine feathery leaves (e.g. Parrot’s Feather, Myriophyllum 
aquaticum)  

• Submerged plants without feathery leaves  

• Emergent with narrow leaves (e.g. Kikuyu Grass, Pennisetum clandestinum) 

• Emergent with broad leaf (e.g. Watsonia, Watsonia bulbillifera & meriana) and  

• Trees and Shrubs (e.g. False Bamboo, Arundo donax) 

The steps involved in aquatic weed management include: 

1. Identifying the weed. Some species of native aquatic flora can easily be mistaken 
for a weed. For example, Centella asiatica, a native wetland herb is often mistak-
en for the invasive Ranunculus muricatus, the creeping buttercup. Many weed 
identification booklets are available or you can take a photo of the plant and its 
root system (if possible include a scale, such as a coin or ruler) for later identifica-
tion. Only take a sample if you have a collection licence from the Department of 
Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions (DBCA), and have training in this area. 
This sample can then be delivered to the Western Australian Herbarium for iden-
tification. 

Aquatic Weed Management 

By the EMRC 

Watsonia, commonly found around 
waterways in the Perth Hills.       
Photo by  EMRC 

Amazon Frogbit (Limnobium               

laevigatum).                                                       

Photo by  EMRC 



 

2.        Performing an Aquatic Weed Risk Assessment. This is based on National and State   
 aquatic weed priorities, the biological success of a weed, and its effect on the sys
 tem. More information can be found on DBCA’s website:  

 https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/plants/weeds/158-policy- legisla
 tion-and-further-resources  

3.     Mapping and understanding the water flow coming through a catchment is im
 portant for locating origins of weed infestations and control effectiveness. 

4.         Containing and controlling the weed effectively by weighing up different methods  
 and the effect these will have on the environment. 

When a weed has been identified as a threat and its control prioritised, quick action is 
needed. Control methods will differ depending on each new outbreak and its location. 
Factors such the presence of native fauna, the habitat the weed provides these species 
and the severity of weed infestation will all have an influence.   

Most aquatic weed management requires ongoing surveillance and maintenance. To be 
successful it is important to use the same contractors or individuals in the process, who 
are committed and thorough in their weed control. It only takes one segment of weed to 
be overlooked to reach excessive amounts again within two years. 

 

Safety First 

Aquatic weed control is very important but so is your safety so please: 

• Wear the appropriate safety gear e.g. long pants, gumboots, hats and gloves etc. 

• Always wear gloves when collecting weeds from waterways. This will provide a   
 barrier from pollution and toxic algae. 

• Take care when entering a waterway. If using waders, always have a support  

             person on land. There is a chance you may get stuck in the mud or slip. 

• Algae is an important part of an aquatic ecosystem. It provides food for some       
 organisms and helps move nutrients through a water column.                                
 When in excess,  algae is a strong indicator that a system has been polluted with 
 excess nutrients. Some algae can produce neurotoxins which should not be inhaled 
 or ingested and can be life threatening. Please contact authorities if you observe an 
 algal bloom and do not enter the waterway. 

We highly recommend attending SERCUL’s Aquatic weed management course when next 
available. Check out for more information  

https://www.sercul.org.au/environmental-services/  

Now to get my gumboots on… 

 

 

 

 

Algal Bloom in Swan River.  
Photo by  EMRC 

Brahmi (Bacopa monnieri).                   

Photo by  EMRC 

Arum Lily (Zantedeschia aethiopica).  

Photo by  EMRC 

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/plants/weeds/158-policy-legislation-and-further-resources
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/plants/weeds/158-policy-legislation-and-further-resources
https://www.sercul.org.au/environmental-services/


 

 

 

 

 

 Rainbow Bee-eater - (Merops ornatus)  

By the Shire of Mundaring 

Rainbow–Bee eater (Merops  ornatus)                                                                                                                              

Photo by Terrestrial                                                                                                         

Ecosystems page   

Rainbow–Bee eater burrow                                           

(Merops  ornatus)                                                                                                                              

Photo by Terrestrial                                                                                                         

Ecosystems page 

Rainbow Bee-eaters are brilliantly coloured with green, blue, orange and black plumage 
with, male and female colours and markings similar with the female being slightly duller.  
 
They are generally communal birds flying in groups of 20 to 30, flying both day and night.  
When they are not breeding they roost together in large groups in dense undergrowth or 
large trees.  A slim bird that is found in lightly timbered areas of mainland Australia, the 
Rainbow Bee-eater will sit on exposed branches giving them a great vantage point for 
swooping down to catch unwary insects such as bees, wasps, beetles and butterflies.  
 
Upon catching their prey, on the wing, they take them back to their perch and batter the 
insect and remove its sting before eating it. One bird can eat several hundred insects in a 
day. While they spend the winter months in the drier climate of northern Australia they 
head south to breed returning to the Perth region around October.  
 
An amazing trait of the Rainbow Bee-eater is they create their nests by digging burrows 
in the ground. Both males and females select a sandy bank to dig their nest, a long tunnel 
which includes a nesting chamber. The eggs are incubated and fed by both parents. 



 

 

 

 

 

What is happening in our garden 

By June Barkman 

 

Back in January, I noticed what appeared to be many small brown, dried-up flowers of 

Thryptomeme, approximately 2mm across, caught up on the stems of a potted Boronia.  

Since there were no Thryptomenes in the area and flowering time was long over, I took a 

second look, and realised that these dead flowers were in fact tiny stick-case caterpillars.  

It was fascinating, watching them grow over the weeks and months and move onto other 

pots and seedlings in the vicinity.  They used a variety of leaves or stems to cover their 

capsules, although fine leaves or rushes were preferred, especially when they were tiny. 

They didn’t seem to be too fussy about which plants they lived on – Grevilleas, Adenan-

thos, Melaleucas, Banksias, Thryptomene, etc. 

There did not seem to be much damage happening to the plants, although I may have ac-

cepted the occasional dead piece of stem as normal, so I was not overly concerned about 

their activities. However, when two of them took up residence on a small Verticordia chry-

santha in my rock garden and several small branches were pruned, I was not so happy! 

They poke their head and 3 pairs of legs out of the top of their case and climb or crawl 

around quite nimbly.  Unfortunately for them, they crawl along the garden paths and brick 

paved verandah and accidents do happen, if they are not rescued in time. 

There have been a number of medium-sized grey moths in the garden, which may be case 

moths, but there doesn’t seem to be much information on them.  If anyone can tell me 

more, I’d be pleased to hear. The case moth with the sticks going around the case would 

appear to be Thyridopteryx ephemeraeformis, the long stick case may belong to Clania 

lewinii and the ribbed case of the sack moth probably belongs to Hyalarcta nigrescens.  

This latter one I have only seen on the Illyarrie (Eucalyptus erythrocorys).  

 

 

Three stick and leaf cases of case moths 
(family: Phsychidae)                                   
Photo by  June Barkman 

Stick case of case moth (family: Phsychidae)

Photo by Francisca Lebel  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wildflower Art Exhibition 

By the DBCA 



 

 

 

 

 

2020 Program - January to December 

Bush Skills for the Hills is a series of free workshops for the community, designed to give participants the skills to man-

age and appreciate everything that local bushland has to offer.  The workshops are a refreshing mix of theoretical and 

practical information sessions. Please visit the Perth’s Eastern Region website reviewed to view the program and to reg-

ister your interest in attending a workshop. Find out more at https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/sustainability-

and-environment/environmental-workshops.aspx. 

Following the initial advice from the Western Australian Government in respect of restricting the spread of COVID-19, the 

EMRC took the step of cancelling non-essential meetings/forums and large gatherings. From 18 May, restrictions have 

been relaxed as part of the COVID-19 WA roadmap to help get Western Australians back to work safely as long as the cor-

rect social distancing measures and hygiene practices are in place.   

The easing of restrictions associated with the implementation of Stage 1-3 and now Stage 4 of the COVID – 19 means that 

EMRC staff can now attend catchment group meetings and site visits (as long as social distancing can be adhered to) and 

look at planning future events with our stakeholders in line with the above requirements.   

The challenges of containing this virus mean that we still need to think and act decisively and it is imperative that we     

minimise potential impacts on our employees, stakeholders and the wider community, as much as practically possible.  

Thank you for your understanding. We will endeavor to reschedule workshops  and community events when it is appro-

priate to do so, however in the meantime please contact the EMRC should you have any queries associated with these 

changes and continuing restrictions.                                                                                                                                                     

For further information, please  contact  environment@emrc.org.au  or call on (08) 9424 2222. 

 
Share the Space - 2020 Campaign 

By the EMRC 

Share the Space campaign aims to encourage people to be aware, patient and compassionate when using shared spaces 
especially while using different modes of transportation. It is important to stay aware when you are on the road, path or 
even in the field and notice who or what may be around you.  

Share the Space provides awareness surrounding increased amenity, health benefits, environmental benefits and enhanced 
social quality by recommending active transport in our neighbourhoods. So, if you are going somewhere close by in the 
Hills, whether volunteering, visiting or hiking, use your cycle or walk to get there first to stay active and sustainable. If you 
do drive remember to be patient, considerate and aware 
when using the road with other pedestrians. 

Working together to be more sustainable, active and       
considerate of the environment benefits all of us. 

No matter the case, share the space! 

 

 

Bush Skills for the Hills 

2020 Program 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 

By the EMRC 

https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/sustainability-and-environment/environmental-workshops.aspx
https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/sustainability-and-environment/environmental-workshops.aspx
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-wa-roadmap
mailto:please%20contact%20%20environment@emrc.org.au


 

Meeting Dates 

 

Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment 
Group  

AGM Monday, 12 October 6.30pm    

Meeting room, Midland Tourist Park 

Toodyay Road Middle Swan.            

Contact  Karen Warner on 08 9424 2242  
or email  Karen.warner@emrc.org.au  

 

Friends of Piesse Brook 

Wednesday , 12 August 

For venues detail please contact Lynda 
Tomlinson or email 

lktom555@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Helena River Catchment Group  

Friday, 17 August  7.00pm 

Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen Forrest. 

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or  
email  Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

Susannah Brook Catchment Group Inc. 

Wednesday,  5  August  6.30pm 

For venue details, please contact Kathryn 
Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or  email  
Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

Jane Brook Catchment Group 

AGM  Sunday, 30 August 10am 

Elsie Austin Pavilion in Mount Helena (21 Chidlow St). 
Please Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or  
email  Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

Lower Helena Association Incorporated 

AGM Tuesday, 18 August 6.30 pm South 
Guildford 

Contact Danae Warden on (08) 9424 
2264 or                                                                     
email danae.warden@emrc.org.au 

WA Naturalists’ Club—Darling Range Branch 
Meetings held on the first Friday of the month.                                                                           
Jorgensen Park Pavilion, Crescent Road, off Mundaring Road, Kalamunda 

Details:  https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/events  
www.wanaturalists.org.au  email:  DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au  

WA Wildflower Society—Darling Range Branch 
The Darling Range Branch next meeting will be on Sunday, 13 September 10 am at Guide 
Hall, 5 Sanderson Road, Lesmurdie (Cnr Lesmurdie and Brady Roads).   

Wildflower Walks will be: 

Sunday, 23 August meet 9:30am Piesse Brook, National Park gate (Schipp Road which 
comes off Hummerston Road Kalamunda) 

            Sunday, 27 September meet 9:30am at cnr. Grove Road and Palmateer Drive Walliston      
            (off road parking opposite Walliston Siding sign) Walks are free.  

                                                          No botanical knowledge needed, just a love of the natural bush. (BYO morning tea) 

            All enquiries to Lynda on (08) 9291 8753 or email lktom555@gmail.com   

For further information, visit http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/  

Wildflower Society of WA—Eastern Hills Branch 
Propagation Group:  Meets on Mondays once a month to share knowledge about propa-
gating native plants  

Seed Cleaning Group: Meets fortnightly on Wednesdays to prepare seeds for propagation 

Plant Learners’ Group: Meets on Mondays twice a month in a self-learning environment 
to identify plants and expand knowledge of our native flora.                                                  
For further information, contact pamela.riordan@gmail.com  

 

For more information about any of these events: 

Web: www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/  

Email: eastern.hills.branch@wildflowersociety.org.au 

Wooroloo Brook Landcare Group  
First Thursday of the month 

Gidgegannup Hall, Old Toodyay Rd at the Showgrounds. 

Contact Danae Warden on (08) 9424 2264 or                                                                       
email danae.warden@emrc.org.au 
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Djilba (Season of Conception) 

 

 

 

 

   Monthly Features 

 

 

 

 

Balga Grass Tree (Xanthorrhoea)                        

Photo by EMRC 

Mosses                                                     

Photo by EMRC 

Blue Periwinkle (Vinca major)      
Photo by EMRC 

The information for this edition’s Noongar Season is provided by the EMRC’s Bush Cards 4 Youth, part of the Bush Skills 4  

Youth program. The original information sourced from South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council Kaartdijin Noongar—

Noongar Language https://www.noongarculture.org.au, the  Djidi Djidi AborigInal Women’s Group, Darlington and Sur-

rounds Local Flora and Bushlands by Cliff Burns, the Western Australian Herbarium and Amanda Spooner. 

Djilba is a transitional time of the year, with some very cold and clear days combining with warmer, 
rainy and windy days mixing with the occasional sunny day or two. 
This is the start of the massive flowering explosion that happens in the South West. This starts with 
the yellow flowering plants such as the Acacias. Also colours that are around at this time of year are 
creams, combined with some vivid and striking blues. 
Traditionally, the main food sources included many of the land based grazing animals as in the season 
before. These included the Yongar (kangaroo), the Waitj (emu) and the Koomal (possum). 
As the days start to warm up, we start to see and hear the first of the new borns with their proud 
parent out and about providing them food, guiding them through foraging tasks and protecting their 
family units from much bigger animals, including people. 
The woodland birds will still be nest bound, hence the swooping protective behavior of the Koolbardi 
(Magpie) starts to ramp up and if watched closely, so to do the Djidi Djidi (Willy Wag Tails) and the 
Chuck-a-luck (Wattle Birds) to name a couple of others. 
As the season progresses and the temperatures continue to rise, we'll start to see the flower stalks of 
the Balgas (Grass Trees) emerging in preparation for the coming Kambarang season.                         
Content sourced from: http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/calendars/nyoongar.shtml#makuru  

Vinca major has lilac-blue flowers which occur 
between spring and summer. It originates 
from Europe and Northern Africa and was 
bought into Australia as a garden plant. It soon 
escaped and is now a serious weed inhabiting 
riparian areas throughout Australia.   

This creeping weed grows to 50cm high and 
reproduces vegetatively, rooting at its tips and 
nodes along the stem, this allows the plant to 
spread quickly and produce mats over native 
vegetation.  

Plant of the Month 

Mosses (Bryophyta) 

Blue Periwinkle (Vinca major)                                                    
Photo by EMRC 

Belonging to the division of plants called Bryophyta, mosses are the understated and primitive 
plant of the month.  

Being non-vascular (do not produce wood, flowers or true roots) mosses cannot grow tall but 
instead spread, preferring moist protected areas. They can be found covering a variety of sur-
faces from bark and wood to rocks and manmade items such as bricks, tiles and cement. Moss-
es rely on spores for reproduction and have rhizoids instead of roots which allows them to an-
chor to surfaces. They absorb nutrients through their leaves. There are approximately 14,500 
species of moss in the world with only about 212 found in Western Australia, due to large areas 
being arid. 

For more information on mosses in Western Australia go to                                                     
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/science/nuytsia/526.pdf  

Weed of the Month 

Blue Periwinkle (Vinca major)  

https://www.noongarculture.org.au
http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/calendars/nyoongar.shtml#makuru
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/science/nuytsia/526.pdf
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2040: A Handbook for the Regeneration 

By Damon Gameau 

The future can't be predicted but it can be envisioned and brought lov-
ingly into being.' Donella Meadows. 

This is the message embodied in Damon Gameau’s “era-defining docu-
mentary 2040 - a meticulously researched plea for the adoption of 
community-building, energy-generating, connection-forging, forest-
renewing, ocean-replenishing measures that science tells us will reset 
our planet's health, drive our economies and improve lives across the 
globe.” (Publication by Macmillan) This companion book approaches 
the problems of climate change with examples of activities and solu-
tions that are available to us now and can be further developed and 
improved for a healthier planet. The book sites research into approach-
es that are explored in the 
film and suggests everyday 
activities that families and 
communities can undertake 
to work towards a positive     
future. 2040: A Handbook for the Regeneration                                                          

(Published April, 2019. Macmillan Australia) 

David O’Brien 

Supervisor of Environment and  

Horticulture 

Shire of Mundaring 

Telephone: (08) 9290 6749 

E: davidO’Brien@mundaring.wa.gov.au  

Bradley Thompson 

Coordinator Natural—Environmental 

Maintenance  

City of Swan 

Telephone:  (08) 9267 9443 

E: bradley.thompson@swan.wa.gov.au 

Off the Shelf 

Kathryn Johnson 

Natural   Environment  Officer 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2245 

M: 0408 924 989 

E: kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au 

Karen Warner 

Coordinator Natural Environment 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2242 

M: 0428 101 223 

E: karen.warner@emrc.org.au 

Danae Warden 

Natural  Environment  Officer 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2264 

M: 0427 088 213 

E: danae.warden@emrc.org.au 

Published April 2019,              

Macmillan Australia $ 34.99 
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