
Visit www.perthseasternregion.com.au  
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Upcoming Dates: 

• World Heritage Day—

April 18 2020 

• Earth Day— April 22 

2020 

• National Volunteer 

Week—May 18-24 2020 

 

Quick Contacts: 

• City of Kalamunda 
 (08) 9257 9999 
• Shire of Mundaring 
 (08) 9290 6666 
• City of Swan 
 (08) 9267 9267 
• EMRC 
 (08) 9424 2222 
 

Let us know if you would like to 

receive this newsletter via 

email—it’s another way you can 

help the environment! 

 

To register, email the EMRC at 

environment@emrc.org.au 

with :“Subscribe to Greenpage” 

in the subject heading and your 

email contact details. For  

further information, please  

contact Sara Toppi at the EMRC 

on (08) 9424 2216. 

 

The Greenpage newsletter is  

compiled by the EMRC using 

multiple resources and authors. 

The views and opinions  

expressed do not necessarily 

reflect those of the EMRC or  

the project sponsors. 

Quest to create refuge for quendas 
By the EMRC 

A trial quenda refuge has recently been constructed in Lion Mill Creek Reserve, Mt Helena, 
as a temporary measure to provide refuge for a local quenda population. A collaboration 
between the Shire of Mundaring, EMRC, DBCA and Friends of Lion Mill Creek saw the crea-
tion of a quenda refuge, designed to provide additional protection from predators, such as 
foxes and feral cats, whilst grant funded habitat restoration takes place within this reserve. 
 
Fundamental to the structure’s design was the placement of two concrete drainage pipes 
placed end to end and angled slightly. In theory, this 
feature enables quendas to run inside one pipe and 
around a slight bend into the adjoining pipe, out of 
sight of a hunting predator. Predators are very clev-
er though, and can stalk quendas, waiting outside 
known access points when hunting, therefore using 
multiple pipes that meet at a central point would 
create a safer refuge for quenda.  
 
With no additional pipes available to use for this 
shelter, an external perimeter was constructed 
around the pipes using branches from weedy 
wattles previously cut down in the reserve. Each 
branch was assessed individually for shape and size, 
then strategically placed around the pipes to create 
a strong perimeter with multiple access points, just 
the right size for quendas. 
 
The internal layout was then created in much the 
same manner, with branches placed to allow for 
freedom of movement within the structure whilst 
providing impenetrable protection from above. This construction process felt like a game 
of Jenga! Finally, the shelter was covered with dry branches comprised of leaves and twigs 
to provide a visual screen and complete the refuge. It was extremely satisfying to lay the 
last branch, optimistic about the role this refuge will play in providing temporary sanctuary 
for quendas in the reserve. This refuge was then affectionately named “Quenda Retreat”! 
 
Since its construction, numerous diggings have been evident around “Quenda Retreat”. 
The Friends Group will assist with improving the habitat function of this refuge by planting 
sedges and low-growing vegetation around the refuge, creating linkage to existing remnant 
vegetation within the reserve.  
 
If you would like further information on how to construct a quenda refuge to provide tem-
porary habitat, please contact Kathryn Johnson at Kathryn.Johnson@emrc.org.au or call 
9424 2245. 

The complete “Quenda Retreat”. 
Photo by EMRC 

http://www.perthseasternregion.com.au
mailto:Kathryn.Johnson@emrc.org.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Site in Focus: 

Collaboration brings benefits to  

National Park Falls  

By the Shire of Mundaring 

Thirty years ago the part of the Park by the waterfall was just about all Watsonia.  Over the 
past couple of decades or so masses of Watsonia plants and bulbs were removed from the 
area by community volunteers, and endemic species were planted.   

As a result the waterfall area of the Park had become, once more, an extraordinarily beauti-
ful place with a diversity of flora.  This is a gorgeous Park with Jane Brook at its centre, with 
amazing rocks, and a stunning waterfall, so it's often visited by local people and tourists.  

So, in recent years there has been very little need for bush care to be done, except for the 
removal, here and there, of a few Watsonia plants.   

Then, in 2019, an alarming number of Tambookie grass clumps were noticed spreading 
across areas below the waterfall, along the edges of Jane Brook.  And small new clumps 
were starting to take hold up the sides of the valley. Once the spread of this highly invasive 
grass was noticed, a lot happened!   

Neighbours, family and friends volunteered to help remove the Tambookie, and to help 
with some planting.  Tim, the coordinator of Falls Park (North) also helped with useful ad-
vice and information about dieback areas near the falls.   

The support and advice given by David O’Brien and the Shire’s bush care workers, and the 
Jane Brook Catchment Group’s Chair, Una Bell, has been fantastic.   The volunteers were 
supplied with tools, training, weed bags, and advice.   

The Shire’s team sprayed some of the particularly dense clumps, the ones that were not 
near to established endemics.   

As a result all of the Tambookie has been removed (for now), and sixty endemic species 
have been planted.  Over 100 volunteer hours were contributed, and a large number of 
cakes consumed… and we had fun!  

Left: Maddie and Jeremy, coordinators, Falls Park (by the waterfall) Bush Care Group 

Photos by the Shire of Mundaring 



 

 

 

 

East Region Volunteers  receive funding for Landcare 
 

By the EMRC  

SALP 2020 funding recipients from the East region. 
Photo by Perth NRM 

Five local Landcare groups in Perth’s East region have been successful in receiving fund-
ing through the Swan Alcoa Landcare Program (SALP) for on-ground Landcare projects in 
2020.  
 
SALP is a joint initiative of Alcoa, the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions (DBCA) and Perth NRM which aims to support community groups environ-
mental restoration projects. 
 
A breakfast ceremony was held at Burswood on Swan on Tuesday, 25 February 2020 for 

22 community groups, including local groups Friends of John Forrest National Park, 

Friends of Lion Mill Creek, Friends of Boya Trail, Lower Helena Association Inc and 

Katharine Street River Gang.  

These five groups will use 2020 SALP funding to undertake weed control and revegeta-

tion projects, improving the health of bushland, waterways and a wetland in our region. 

Congratulations to all recipients of SALP 2020 funding and thank you for your commit-

ment to restoring and improving the natural environment.  

To view the SALP 2020 video showcasing the efforts of these groups, please follow this 

link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xq_DhepW2_o&feature=youtu.be 

SALP’s 2021 funding round is now open and closes on the 15th May 2020.  
 
For more information about applying for SALP funding or to submit an online applica-
tion, please follow this link: https://www.perthnrm.com/programs/living-landscapes/
swan-alcoa-landcare-program/salp-funding-applications-and-guidelines.  
 
Alternatively, please contact the EMRC for assistance to access grant information at en-
vironment@emrc.org.au.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xq_DhepW2_o&feature=youtu.be
https://www.perthnrm.com/programs/living-landscapes/swan-alcoa-landcare-program/salp-funding-applications-and-guidelines
https://www.perthnrm.com/programs/living-landscapes/swan-alcoa-landcare-program/salp-funding-applications-and-guidelines
mailto:environment@emrc.org.au
mailto:environment@emrc.org.au


 

 

 

 

 
Algal Bloom situation in the Swan Canning River System                    

Current health warning issued  

By the WA Health Department 

Swan River at Fishmarket 

Reserve, Guildford 

Photo by EMRC 

Health Warning - Swan and Canning Rivers Alexandrium algal bloom and Paralytic Shellfish 
Poisoning 6/3/2020 

An Alexandrium algal bloom is currently impacting the Swan and Canning Rivers. This alga 
can produce a neuro-toxin that is then concentrated by filter-feeding shellfish. This toxin 
accumulates in the internal organs and potentially in the muscle tissue of shellfish, crabs 
and some fish species. 

Consumption of shellfish, crabs and potentially fish containing high levels of this toxin can 
result in paralytic shellfish poisoning (PSP). Cooking does not destroy these toxins. Shellfish 
includes oysters, mussels, clams, pipis, scallops, cockles and razor clams.   

What is the current health warning and the affected area?  

The current health warning is to not eat fish, crabs or shellfish collected from the following 
areas within the Swan and Canning Rivers:  

Swan River – from Pelican Point, Crawley to the South of Perth Yacht Club, Applecross and 
upstream to Middle Swan (Reid Highway) Bridge, Middle Swan.  This includes the com-
monly known areas of Como Jetty, Matilda Bay, Perth Water, Elizabeth Quay, Barrack 
Street Jetty, Claisebrook Cove, Maylands Yacht Club, Ascot Waters, Hind Reserve, Riverside 
Gardens, Garvey Park, Sandy Beach Reserve, Point Reserve, Kings Meadow, Fish Market 
Reserve and Woodbridge Riverside Park. 

Canning River – from the South of Perth Yacht Club and upstream to Kent Street Weir This 
includes commonly known areas of Canning Bridge, Mt Henry Bridge, Salter Point, Shelley 
Bridge, Riverton Bridge, and Castledare. 

For the full current health warning refer to the Department of Health website: 
www.health.wa.gov.au  

http://www.health.wa.gov.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

WOOROLOO BROOK LANDCARE GROUP  

INTRODUCES SCOTT’S SPOT  

By the EMRC 

The Wooroloo Brook Landcare Group (WBLG) has joined forces with EMRC to work with 
private landholders to rehabilitate and restore private land in the Wooroloo Brook, with 
the intention of using this land as case studies for best Natural Resource Management 
practice. 

The first property has been named ‘Scotts Spot’ which has an ephemeral tributary, (of 
Cookes Brook), running through it . Prior to the WBLG engaging with the landholder the 
property was thick with Acacia longifolia, a weedy wattle. Trunks as tall as 8m and as 
thick as 45cm in diameter were present.  

Some of the weedy wattles were felled by the landholder but the WBLG has suggested to 
cease the clearing and allow native fauna opportunities to use the remaining wattle for 
habitat and forage space. The cleared land will then be revegetated by the group with the 
help of Shire of Mundaring’s ‘Seedlings for Landcare’ program.   

As these plants become a substantial size the remaining A.longifolia can then be cleared.  
This is called mosiac clearing and will help reduce the impact on local native fauna.   

The WBLG has started collecting information at Scott’s Spot as an initial assessment of 
the site. With this information the group can see the differences they are making and 
assess best practice. It is a great learning opportunity. Bird monitoring, water monitoring 
and macro-invertebrate sampling has been completed with more activities to follow mid-
year to get a seasonal comparison. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Wooroloo Brook Landcare Group or 
you would like your property to be considered as a new restoration site and are located 
within the Wooroloo Brook catchment please call Danae Warden on 9424 2262 or email 
danae.warden@emrc.org.au 

Having a  chat about weedy wattles 

Photos by EMRC 

mailto:danae.warden@emrc.org.au


 

 

The March meeting of the Darling Range Naturalist Club exemplified the spirit of its dy-
namic inter-generational club. The evening commenced with a wonderful inaugural wel-
come to country by Vanessa Mouritz.  

One of the younger members, Charles, gave an incredible talk on pollinating mammals of 
the South West which included: Honey Possum, Western Pygmy Possum and Yellow Foot-
ed Antechinus, as a part of the ongoing kids talk segment, where aspiring young naturalists 
have the opportunity to present a five-minute talk.  

Charles is one of young naturalists’ that founding member and ABC’s birdman, Eric 
McCrum mentors. Another gifted young naturalist whom is also mentored by Eric McCrum, 
Drew Wallace, was presented with an insect collection by Eric as a part of his ongoing tute-
lage of the gifted budding naturalists among the club.  

The key speaker of the March DRB Nat’s talk was, Michael Byrne, a certified arborist with 
over 20 years’ experience and tree climbing champion.  

His talk on The Management of Trees in the Urban Forrest covered the benefits of trees 
(such as preventing urban heat islands), correct pruning techniques, tree protection zones, 
habitat surveys and animal relocations with DBCA for example the black cockatoos.  

His expertise was much appreciated by all who attended, the protection of native flora and 
fauna a paramount issue of the times we live. The importance of trees in providing much 
needed food and habitat for native species.  

Knowing how to identify and care for the trees in our area in turn helps to attract, feed and 
protect the local native fauna, promoting a healthy thriving ecosystem that cools and 
beautifies our urban landscapes.    

 

 

 

DRB Nat’s March talk - The Management of Trees    

 in the Urban Forrest, Michael Byrne. 

By the WA Naturalists’ Club  

Left: Drew Wallace being presented with an insect collection by founding member and ABC 

Birdman, Eric McCrum.  

Right: Michael Byrne, experienced Arborist and tree climbing champion. 

Photos by Bradley Cox 
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In 2017 the Friends of Piesse Brook were successful in obtaining a DBCA Rivercare Grant 2018-21 to finance the much-

needed clearing of weed species from the flood plain and banks at the confluence of the Piesse Brook and the Helena River. 

Watsonia meriana var. bulbillifera (Bugle Lily) was the most common weed species present, but other weeds like Gompho-

carpus fruticosus (Swan Plant, Narrowleaf Cotton Bush) and blackberry were also present. The total value of the project is 

worth $37,442.75.  

This project was a very significant one for our Group, which began in 2001 the enormous task of clearing very extensive pop-

ulations of invasive weeds from the magnificent Kalamunda National Park (375ha) and adjoining Schipp Rd Reserve. The 

lovely Piesse Brook flows some 3.5km from Hummerston Rd, the southernmost point of the area of the Group’s responsibili-

ties, to the point of confluence with the Helena, approximately the most northern point of the Group’s area. Our Friends 

Group has been working for over 20 years to control many weed species and our members see reaching this point as being 

the penultimate achievement. 

Piesse Brook before treatment of 

Watsonia.  

Photo by Ken Patterson 

The grant funding has so far been used to employ a contractor (Bunyip Contracting) to spray the project area, first towards 

early summer in 2018 and again for follow-up spraying last year. This has not been as simple as it might sound for the area is 

within the Water Corporation’s boundaries for the Pump Back Dam, a short distance downstream from the confluence. Spray-

ing close to moving water was understandably forbidden, meaning the contractor had to delay spraying until a quite narrow 

window of opportunity, when the Watsonia was fast approaching its period of summertime dormancy. Fortunately access for 

vehicles to the site was made possible by access permitted by the Water Corporation to the Pump Back Dam and the use of 

Victor Rd that generally parallels the Helena River. 

The final activity for the project is to revegetate the weeded area. We will plant out 1500 seedlings raised by APACE for the 

Group from local provenance seed, i.e., seed collected from within Kalamunda National Park, selected for the species prefer-

ence for the habitat, ability to colonize as well as consideration being given to diversity. 

The Planting Day will be 19th July 2020 – a time chosen to ensure good chances for rainfall before planting and then for follow-

up rain. We also plan to access the site via Victor Road. This is the day when the Friends Group and others will be making their 

contribution to the project.  

Anyone who would like to join us on this day is welcome to contact the 

group through Mick Davis (Friends Group Coordinator) at the City of Kal-

amunda. Further follow-up weeding will remain the responsibility of the 

group. All are welcome to participate in our landcare activities in the beau-

tiful Piesse Brook; our regular working bees are held mornings on the third 

Sunday of each month. 

The same spot a year after treatment  

Photo by Ken Patterson 

Community Rivercare Project — Friends of Piesse Brook 

by Ken Patterson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Program - January to December 

 

Bush Skills for the Hills is a series of free workshops for the community, designed to give participants the skills to man-

age and appreciate everything that local bushland has to offer.  The workshops are a refreshing mix of theoretical and 

practical information sessions. Please visit the Perth’s Eastern Region website in the new year to view the program and 

to register your interest in attending a workshop. https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/sustainability-and-

environment/environmental-workshops.aspx. 

Following advice from the Australian Department of Health in respect of restricting the spread of COVID-19, the EMRC has 

taken the step of cancelling non-essential meetings/forums and large gatherings. 

In view of these developments, we regret that the upcoming planned workshops have been cancelled and we apologise 

for any inconvenience caused.  The challenges of containing this virus mean that we need to think and act decisively and it 

is imperative that we minimise potential impacts on our employees, stakeholders and the wider community, as much as 

practically possible. 

Thank you for your understanding. We will endeavour to reschedule workshops when it is appropriate to do so.  

 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) outbreak 

By the EMRC 

https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/sustainability-and-environment/environmental-workshops.aspx
https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/sustainability-and-environment/environmental-workshops.aspx


 

Meeting Dates 

 Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment Group 

TBA 

Anglican Church, Ascension Hall, 17 Spring Park Road, Midland 

 

Friends of Piesse Brook 

    Wednesday,  15  April 2020 

 

Helena River Catchment Group  

Monday, 20 April 2020  7pm 

Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen Forrest 

Susannah Brook Catchment Group 
Inc. 

Wednesday, 22 April 2020 6.30pm 

 

Jane Brook Catchment Group 

Monday, 30 April 2020 

Mundaring Sharing Centre, 3 Craigie Place. 

Lower Helena Association Incorporated 

Tuesday, 19 May 2020  

TBA 

WA Naturalists’ Club—Darling Range Branch 
Meetings held on the first Friday of the month (to avoid falling on Easter Friday)             
Jorgensen Park Pavilion, Crescent Road, off Mundaring Road, Kalamunda 

Details:  https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/events  
www.wanaturalists.org.au  email:  DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au  

WA Wildflower Society—Darling Range Branch 
The Darling Range Branch meets on the second Sunday of the month, at the Old Guide Hall, 5 
Sanderson Road, Lesmurdie (Cnr Lesmurdie and Brady Roads) 

All welcome to see what a Herbarium is all about with Flora collected under Licence from 
DBCA. 

All enquiries to Lynda on (08) 9291 8753 or email lktom555@gmail.com   

For further information, visit http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/  

 

Wildflower Society of WA—Eastern Hills Branch 
Propagation Group:  Meets on Mondays once a month to share knowledge about propa-
gating native plants  

Seed Cleaning Group: Meets fortnightly on Wednesdays to prepare seeds for propagation 

Plant Learners’ Group: Meets on Mondays twice a month in a self-learning environment 
to identify plants and expand knowledge of our native flora.                                                  
For further information, contact pamela.riordan@gmail.com  

 

 

For more information about any of these events: 

Web: www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/  

Email: eastern.hills.branch@wildflowersociety.org.au 

 Wooroloo Brook Landcare Group  
Gidgegannup Hall, Old Toodyay Rd at the 

Showgrounds, Gidgegannup  

For enquire related  to the above meeting dates please contact  environment@emrc.org.au or   

contact Sara Toppi  at the EMRC on (08) 9424 2216. 

http://www.wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:lktom555@gmail.com
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/
mailto:pamela.riordan@gmail.com
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/
mailto:eastern.hills.branch@wildflowersociety.org.au
mailto:environment@emrc.org.au


The information for this edition’s Noongar Season is provided by the EMRC’s Bush Cards 4 Youth, part of the Bush Skills 4  

Youth program. The original information sourced from South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council Kaartdijin Noongar—

Noongar Language https://www.noongarculture.org.au, the  Djidi Djidi AborigInal Women’s Group, Darlington and Surrounds 

Local Flora and Bushlands by Cliff Burns, the Western Australian Herbarium and Amanda Spooner. 

Djeran — Ant season 

 (Season of the Adulthood) 

Djeran season at last sees a break in the really hot weather. A key indicator of the change 
of season is the cool nights that once again bring a dewy presence for us to discover in the 
early mornings. The winds have also changed, especially in their intensity, with light breez-
es being the go and generally swinging from southerly directions (i.e. south east to south 
west). Many flying ants can be seen cruising around in the light winds. 

Djeran is a time of red flowers especially from the Red Flowering Gum (Corimbia ficifolia), 

as well as the smaller and more petite flowers of the Summer Flame (Beaufortia aestiva). 

As you travel around the Perth area, you may also notice the red 'rust' and seed cones 

forming on the male and female Sheoaks (Allocasuarina fraseriana). Banksias start to dis-

play their flowers, ensuring that there are nectar food sources for the many small mam-

mals and birds that rely upon them. Content sourced from: http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/

nyoongar/bunuru.shtml  

Weed of the Month 

Prickly Pear (Opuntia ficus-indica) 

A large cactus that is native to Mexico where it is valued for the succulent fruit. This gar-
den escapee has become naturalised in many bush areas in Western Australia. It grows to 
several metres wide and high with pale yellow flowers in spring, followed by fleshy red 
fruit in summer. Manual removal methods (digging by hand or machine) are the safest and 
most effective way of eradicating this plant.  

Cut the main root 5 – 10 cms below the soil surface then either dry and burn, compost or 
eat. Sturdy gloves are needed when harvesting the prickly fruit which can be eaten once 
the spines are removed or used to make jam. For information on how to prepare and eat 
the fruit consult “The Weed Forager’s Handbook” by Adam Grubb and Annie Raser – Row-
land 

Plant of the Month 

Brittan (Dichopogon capillipes) 

For this edition of plant of the month we are featuring the species Dichopogon capillipes. 
This perennial, herbaceous plant flowers through September to March with the plant in 
the photo captured from the hills suburb of Roleystone in March 2020. 

 

The species Dichopogon capillipes is widespread on a variety of soils across the southwest 
region of WA. A closely related species; Dichopogon fimbriatus occurs a little more inland 
and is known as the chocolate lily because of the strong sweet smelling flowers. Both spe-
cies are tuberous, having small crunchy, textured root storage organs that were keenly 
harvested and roasted as food by Noongar people. Unfortunately although the flowers 
smell a little like chocolate, the tubers do not taste like a chocolate! 

Monthly Features 

 

 

 

 

Red Gum (Corymbia Ficifolia) 

Photo by:  Florabase 

Brittan (Dichopogon capillipes) 

Photo by:  EMRC 

Prickly Pear (Opuntia ficus-indica) 

Photo by:  EMRC 

https://www.noongarculture.org.au
http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/nyoongar/bunuru.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/nyoongar/bunuru.shtml


Contact Details 

Off the Shelf 

David O’Brien 

Supervisor of Environment and  

Horticulture 

Shire of Mundaring 

Telephone: (08) 9290 6749 

Email: 

DavidO’Brien@mundaring.wa.gov.au  

Mick Davis 

Environmental Friends Group Officer 

City of Kalamunda 

Telephone: (08) 9257 9999 

Email: 

Mick.davis@kalamunda.wa.gov.au 

Kathryn Johnson 

Environmental Projects Officer 

 EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2245 

Mobile: 0408 924 989 

Email: 

Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au 

Bradley Thompson 

Coordinator Natural—Environmental 

Maintenance 

City of Swan 

Telephone: (08) 9267 9443 

Email: 

Bradley.thompson@swan.wa.gov.au 

Karen Warner 

NRM Coordinator 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2242 

Mobile: 0428 101 223 

Email:  

Karen.warner@emrc.org.au 

Cat Williams 

Environmental Projects Officer 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2264 

Mobile: 0427 088 213 

Email: 

catherine.williams@emrc.org.au  

 

 

 A Guide to Native Bees of Australia.  

(Published  August 2018, Csiro)  

 

               An illustrated introduction to the estimated 2000 species of Australian    
    bees. 

Bees are often thought of as yellow and black striped insects that live in 
hives and produce honey. However, Australia’s abundant native bees are 
incredibly diverse in their appearance and habits. Some are yellow and 
black but others have blue stripes, are iridescent green or wasp-like.  

Some are social but most are solitary. Some do build nests with wax but 
others use silk or plant material, burrow in soil or use holes in wood and 
even gumnuts.  

 

A Guide to Native Bess of Australia 

By Terry Houston 


