
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

• World Soil Day—5  

 December 

Quick Contacts: 

• Shire of Mundaring 
 (08) 9290 6666 
• City of Swan 
 (08) 9267 9267 
• EMRC 
 (08) 9424 2222 
 

Let us know if you would like to 

receive this newsletter via 

email—it’s another way you can 

help the environment! 

 

To register, email the EMRC at 

environment@emrc.org.au 

with : “Subscribe to Greenpage” 

in the subject heading and your 

email contact details. For  

further information, please  

contact Natasha Jones at the 

EMRC on (08) 9424 2216. 

 

The Greenpage newsletter is  

compiled by the EMRC using 

multiple resources and authors. 

The views and opinions  

expressed do not necessarily 

reflect those of the EMRC or  

the project sponsors. 

Visit www.perthseasternregion.com.au  December/January 2020—21 

Wetland restoration project brings community  

together 

By the Shire of Mundaring 

On the banks of Broz Park lake, an educa-
tion event hosted by the Shire of Mund-
aring on Sunday 18 October saw more 
than 60 residents from the local Helena 
Valley community gather to learn more 
about this iconic and much-loved wet-
land. This family-friendly event focused 
on promoting ways to improve and pro-
tect the health of the wetland and the 
wildlife that call it home.  

 

Whadjuk Noongar Elder Neville Collard 
opened the event with a traditional Wel-
come to Country and Smoking Ceremo-
ny. David O’Brien, Shire of Mundaring 
Supervisor of Environment and Horticul-
ture, provided an overview of the Shire’s 
plans to rehabilitate the wetland 
through removing non-native fish spe-
cies, installing a water aeration system, 
planting the banks with native vegeta-
tion and installing signage encouraging healthy 
wildlife interactions. These activities aim to reduce 
the nutrient load in the lake, improve water quality 
and restore habitat for native fauna.  

 

Kelli Ellemor and her team from Native Animal Res-
cue (NAR) encouraged healthy wildlife interactions 
and brought along some of their fauna friends for 
everyone to meet, including a Brushtail Possum, a 
Tawny Frog-Mouth, a Bobtail and some Blue-
Tongue Lizards. Kelli explained some of the nega-
tive health and behavioural issues associated with 
feeding native wildlife and discussed the water 
quality issues caused by feeding large populations 
of waterbirds. To find out more about healthy 
wildlife interactions, visit the Healthy Wildlife, 
Healthy Lives website at https://www.healthywildlife.com.au/. 

 

Continued on page 2. 

Whadjuk Noongar Elder Neville Collard conducting 
a traditional Smoking Ceremony. 

Photo: EMRC 

Kelli Ellemor from Native Animal Res-
cue explaining the negative health and 
behaviour impacts from feeding native 
wildlife. 

Photo: EMRC 

http://www.perthseasternregion.com.au
https://www.healthywildlife.com.au/


 

 

 

 
After a guided nature walk around the 
wetland, kids educational activities facili-
tated by EMRC’s Bush Skills 4 Youth pro-
gram and Millennium Kids and informa-
tive chats with local landcare volunteers 
from Helena River Catchment Group and 
associated Friends Groups, community 
members enjoyed a sausage sizzle and 
expressed their support for the planned 
restoration work, which has received 
funding assistance from the Western 
Australian Government’s State NRM Pro-
gram. 

 

As a show of their support, a team of 18 com-
mitted community members returned with 
great enthusiasm to Broz Park on Sunday 15 
November, armed with hand trowels, gloves 
and buckets, ready to assist with the planting 
of rushes and sedges along the north-eastern 
bank of the wetland. Children as young as 
three eagerly participated and within a short 
time, 480 tubestock had been planted along 
the wetland bank to assist with nutrient 
stripping and to provide fauna habitat. A 
huge thank you to this energetic team of vol-
unteers for your support and willingness to 
work together to assist with improving the 
ecological health of your local wetland. 

 
Further information about Broz Park Wetland Restoration Project can be found on Engage 
Mundaring at https://engage.mundaring.wa.gov.au/. 

A handsome Tawny Frogmouth, 
helping promote healthy wild-
life interactions. 

Photo: EMRC 

Happy Helena Valley planters at Broz Park! 

Photo: EMRC 

Young and old, lending a hand to 
look after Broz Park wetland. 

Photo: EMRC 

Planting rushes and sedges along the bank of 
Broz Park wetland. 

Photo: EMRC 

Scented Sun Orchids—Black Cockatooo Reserves 

By Kaylene Watts Black Cockatoo Reserves Coordinator 

Sharing experiences in a Friends Group is part of the fun. 

When one of our vollies discovered a large patch of scented sun orchids in her front yard 
adjacent to the Black Cockatoo Reserves, it was a very good excuse to down tools for a 
closer inspection.  

The colours ranged from dark blue, lighter blue, mauve, pink and 
white! 

Would smoke from a nearby burn have stimulated this mass germina-
tion? Are these unusual colours? 

As we posed for a quick photo, the perfume was 
delightful! 

Black Cockatoo Reserves Friends 
Group members Kaylene Watts, 
Jenny Wall, Norma Smith and Mary 
Woodward enjoying the scented sun 
orchids.  

Photo: Diana Peters 

Scented sun orchids 

Photos: Jenny Wall and Kaylene Watts 

https://engage.mundaring.wa.gov.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Year Volunteer Event 

By the EMRC 

This year the Eastern Region Catch-
ment Management Program 
(ERCMP) hosted a sundowner at the 
Mundaring Weir Hotel to celebrate 
the work of landcare volunteers of 
Perth’s Eastern Region. A beautiful 
Welcome to Country by Roma Win-
mar set the scene for a lovely event. 
Roma spoke of the similarities of 
love of country and how she felt 
privileged to Welcome us, (the privi-
lege was, of course, all ours). Roma 
sang ‘We are Australian’ in Noongar 
language and encouraged everyone 
to join in in English, setting a posi-
tive vibe for the remainder of the 
evening.  

EMRC Chairman Cr Jai Wilson offi-
cially opened the event by thanking 
all volunteers for the great work accomplished in 2020, de-
spite it being a hard year for most. Cr Wilson reiterated the 
importance of the environment and that the EMRC is dedi-
cated to supporting landcare within Perth’s Eastern Region. 

A wonderful addition to the event was the performance by 
‘Espresso’, the duo of Francesca and Pat Irwin, members of the Blackadder Woodbridge 
Catchment Group. The room was captivated by their song ‘Down at Woodbridge Wet-
land’, complete with the sounds of magpies singing. 

To end the formalities, a video was presented in honour of landcare volunteers of Perth’s 
Eastern Region. Various landcare groups were interviewed on their patch where they en-
thusiastically talked about the work they have done, why they are involved in landcare 
and the need for new recruits into landcare groups. Shire of Mundaring Shire President 
John Daw, Department of Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions Glen McLeod-Thorpe 
and the EMRC’s CEO Marcus Geisler expressed their thanks to the landcare volunteers. 

The celebrations marched on as the distinguished guests enjoyed the food and drink and 
the opportunity to exchange stories.  Olivia Adams was a special addition playing acoustic 
guitar in the background. The event was a chance for all, the young and old, the volun-
teers, local and state government officers and Councillors to talk about future opportuni-
ties and have a general catch-up. 

The ERCMP would like to take this opportunity to say once again, thank you. Thank you to 
landcare volunteers of Perth’s Eastern Region, your dedication, persistence and love of 
the land has nurtured the natural environment, the bushland. Without you the natural 
areas would be struggling to survive. 

Roma Winmar con-

ducting Welcome to 

Country and chatting 

to volunteers 

Photo: EMRC 

EMRC Chairman Cr Jai Wilson 

talking with guests 

Photo: EMRC 

EOYVE at Mundaring Weir Hotel 

Photo: EMRC 

EMRC Chief Sustainability Officer 

Wendy Harris, EMRC Chairman Cr 

Jai Wilson and Shire of Mundaring 

Cr Doug Jeans 

Photo: EMRC 

Right: Marcus Geisler, Cr John 

Daw and Wendy Harris 

Photo: EMRC 

Left: Distinguished guests en-

joying a catch-up. 

Photo: EMRC 

‘Espresso’ performing at the EOYVE 

Photo: EMRC 



 

 

On the 24th of October Jill and Rosanne 
from Trillion Trees hosted a workshop on 
the propagation of native species on be-
half of the Shire of Mundaring and the 
Bush Skills for the Hills program. 
 
The participants learned the basic princi-

ples of propagating – the importance of 

good hygiene processes, occupational 

health and safety, soils, weed and pest 

management, watering regimens, special 

techniques used on seed such as smoke 

water, testing the viability of seed, best 

cutting materials to use and the growing 

and hardening off of seedlings. 

With the participants all getting to take 

home the potted cuttings they had done 

to care for with their new found 

knowledge. A good day was had by all. 

The only unfortunate part of the day was the number of people whom registered for the 

event and failed to turn up on the day. Please remember if you are unable to attend a 

workshop cancel your booking to make way for others who are able and would like to 

attend.      

Trillion Trees workshop 

By the Shire of Mundaring 

 

Participants at the Trillion Trees 

workshop 

Photo: SoM 

Woodland Restoration Project 

By the EMRC 

The Bushrangers at Mundaring Christian College have embarked on an ambitious project 
to restore the understorey of an area of Jarrah/Marri woodland to the west of the 
school. Working with the EMRC Bush Skills 4 Youth (BS4Y) project officer Cathy Levett, 
the year 7, 8 and 9 students explored the area to establish the current health of the for-
est and record who uses the area. The property, covering more than 40 hectares, has 
seven different types of trees with sparse understorey with scattered grass trees and 
zamias and a diversity of wildflowers. Kangaroos and a small number of birds were ob-
served along with a variety of insects.  The school uses the area for play, walking, cross 
country running and mountain bike trails. 

Having assessed the area, each group of students will focus on a certain aspect of the 
restoration project including revegetation using local species to create understorey, habi-
tat and food for birds and mammals and how to accommodate the needs of the different 
types of users. 

The aim is for this to be a youth driven project where students identify the issues and 
develop the skills and knowledge needed to make long term changes in this woodland 
area. Once the physical project boundaries have been established baseline mapping will 
capture the existing natural values and planning of the calendar of activities for 2021 and 
beyond. It is hoped that photos taken over time will show a remarkable improvement in 
the diversity of plants and animals and quality of the habitat by the time the current Year 
7s reach year 12 in 2025. 

 

Above: Mundaring Christian Col-

lege Bushland 

Below: MCC year 7 students 

Photo: EMRC 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Quenda Search community project which began during the COVID-19 lockdown has 
been completed. Residents throughout the Shire of Mundaring were invited to submit 
sightings from the beginning of April until the end of June 2020. It is clear that people in 
the Shire of Mundaring care a lot about their quenda and many contributed interesting 
details about their observations. 

We received more than 300 reports of quenda sightings, some of which were repeat 
sightings from the same residents. There were 216 independent reports of quenda 
sightings within the Shire of Mundaring; that is, after excluding repeat reports from the 
same location. This was a fantastic response! Reports were submitted voluntarily so the 
number of reports received from each region does not necessarily reflect differences in 
the quenda population size in each region. 

Quenda Search project: Summary of findings 

Prepared by the Quenda Search Team 

Interesting information provided included 116 reports of specific quenda sightings that 
included a date and time of day. These reports make it clear that in the Shire of Mund-
aring, at least in proximity to people’s homes (where most reports came from), quenda 
are out and about during the day, and are certainly not nocturnal (Figure 2.).  With that 
said we suspect that these sighting times say more about when people are out and ac-
tive, rather than when quenda are out and active! The “peaks” occur around 8am and 
5pm, around the time that many people are leaving to go to school or work, or coming 
home.  

It is unlikely that quenda were not out and about between midnight and dawn, even 
though no sightings were reported during this time; the humans were probably just 
tucked up in bed, and not out looking at quenda! Many people commented that their 
lawn or garden was often full of holes in the morning, indicating that quenda had indeed 
been busy during the night.  

A big thanks to all who took part. This is a brief summary of the project data. Fuller de-
tails have been published on The Mundaring Libraries Website https://
www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/YourCommunity/ShireLibraries/Pages/
QuendaSearchProject.aspx  

https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/YourCommunity/ShireLibraries/Pages/QuendaSearchProject.aspx
https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/YourCommunity/ShireLibraries/Pages/QuendaSearchProject.aspx
https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/YourCommunity/ShireLibraries/Pages/QuendaSearchProject.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Native Grasses Tour of the Shire of Mundaring 

By the City of Mandurah 

Spring is usually a time to go explor-

ing for wildflowers but this year staff 

from the City of Mandurah’s City 

Parks, Natural Areas and Environ-

ment team have been getting to 

know some of the less appreciated 

native species – the grasses. 

Not all grasses are weeds and 

thanks to the wealth of knowledge Una Bell has gathered over the years, along with the 

hospitality of Shire of Mundaring, the Mandurah team has learnt how important and ver-

satile our local native grasses are. 

Usually, we look at grasses as weeds that need removing, or as lawns that need mowing, 

but there is so much more to the grass family. The Gramineae (meaning grass) or Poaceae 

(poa meaning fodder) family is economically and ecologically the most important of the 

flowering plant families and includes species such as maize, wheat, rice and bamboo.  

While it’s true that many introduced species of grasses are highly problematic, there were 

many grasses here before European settlement and the benefits of these native species 

go largely unrecognised.  

Aside from providing valuable habitat and food for a range of insects, lizards and birds, 

native grasses are also effective at erosion control. This is because they often have a fi-

brous root system just below the soil surface, which  holds soil in place against the ero-

sive effects of wind and water. 

The most important benefit of native 

grasses in today’s climate may be that 

they contribute less to bushfire fuel 

levels than introduced grasses. By re-

taining less dry leaf matter than  intro-

duced annual grasses, especially during 

the hot summer months, they create 

less combustible material. Replacing annual grass weeds with 

native perennial grasses that retain less dry leaf matter can help 

reduce fuel loads and the associated bushfire risk. 

If that isn’t enough to get you excited about native grasses, new research suggests that 

because many native grasses are perennial, they may even be effective at sequestering 

carbon, helping in the fight against climate change. 

The team from Mandurah visited several sites around Mundaring and got to see native 

grasses in their natural habitats, as well as sites where they have been planted to en-

hance the look and function of verges, swales and garden beds in Shire of Mundaring 

parks. 

At the end of the day the group agreed that it had been a fantastic opportunity to learn 

about native grasses. They also agreed that along with encouraging the inclusion of native 

grasses into new garden designs, an opportunity to help meet the City of Mandurah’s 

commitment to reducing herbicide use exists by identifying native grasses in existing are-

as and leaving them to keep doing all the good things they do.  

Photos: City of Mandurah 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East Region Site Tour for 2020 

By the EMRC 

On the 20th November the EMRC hosted the 2020 Sub-Regional Tour to show case vol-

unteer landcare projects within Perth’s Eastern Region. 

To ‘kick off’ the tour participants made their way to 

Lion Mill Creek Reserve in Mount Helena, where 

David O’Brien from the Shire of Mundaring ex-

plained in detail the Friends of Lion Mill Creek pro-

jects. Swan Alcoa Landcare Program Grants, Com-

munity Rivercare Grants and a Bendigo Bank Grant 

with in kind support from the Shire of Mundaring 

and the EMRC has enabled the group to address a 

substantial weed issue targeting blackberry and 

Acacia longifolia to reduce it to a manageable level. 

Focus was then directed to mass plantings conduct-

ed from 2019 and will continue into 2021, with a 

projected total of 6,470 plants, and if trends contin-

ue, a 95% success rate will result. Participants were 

shown a quenda habitat constructed at the site and as the group 

were leaving Una Bell, native grass expert, stopped everyone to 

observe a carpet of native grasses swaying in the breeze. 

Next on the agenda was a site visit to Susannah Brook Reserve in Gidgegannup, where 

Sandy Stone and Mark Hancock from the Susannah Brook Catchment Group presented 

and discussed their successes and difficulties, such as the hard-compacted clay soils, the 

need for summer watering to keep seedlings alive and the constant weed management. 

The group has been mulching weedy trees on site and spreading the mulch to reduce 

weeds. They also obtained a large 100 x 100m tarp which they will lay on the grassy 

weeds to suppress the growth. Susannah Brook Catchment Group has received over 

$43,000 in State NRM funding plus in-kind support from the City of Swan to assist them 

in connecting a degraded area of bush, (eastern states eucalypts and casuarinas), with 

the regenerated bushland site which will provide a wildlife corridor along the brook. The 

group conduct regular water monitoring, macro-invertebrate surveys and bird surveys 

to monitor the health of the waterway. They have installed night cameras to sneak a 

peek at the wildlife traversing and living at the site and nest boxes, (donated by the City 

of Swan) to increase bird habitat.  

The tour group recharged with 

a lovely lunch enjoyed be-

neath the trees at the Susan-

nah Brook Reserve. 

 

 

Continued on page 8 

Quenda refuge 

Photo: EMRC 

Susannah Brook Catchment Group 

members, Sandy Stone and Mark Han-

cock talking about the achievements 

and challenges at Susannah Brook 

Photo: EMRC 



 

 

 

 

Back on the bus the group travelled west along Toodyay road to Midland where Phil 

Cloran and Jennifer Catalano from the Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment Group intro-

duced us to Plunkett Park, one of their successful project sites. The group use a “no 

harm” approach to bushland management employing non-chemical weed management 

techniques. Phil spoke about the wetlands ability to regenerate itself when it has been 

given the chance and how the group use endemic species to propagate and plant on site. 

Jennifer highlighted the need to work in the ‘good’ areas first. They both commented that 

it is important not to feel overwhelmed by surrounding degraded, weedy areas, but to 

work in the good patches and make your way slowly into the more degraded ones. The 

group hand pull many of their weeds and use black plastic/solarisation to combat the 

kikuyu.  

 

To wrap up the tour we visited Wangalla Brook in Koongamia which is under the watchful 

eye of Clayton View Primary School who formed the Friends of Wangalla Brook in 2019. 

Clayton View Primary School use the waterway to teach the children about the environ-

ment, cultural heritage and community.  Wangalla Brook is very degraded and commonly 

used as a dumping ground for rubbish. Weeds such as watsonia, Arundo and Brazilian 

pepper trees dominate.  

 

The Friends of Wangalla Brook have received a Community Environment Grant and a 

Community Rivercare Grant to engage the community, weed and revegetate. The Helena 

River Catchment Group has supported the Friends group by providing native plant lists 

and advise, also native grass expert Una Bell has visited the area several times and has 

identified 7 different species of native grass. Friends of Wangalla Brook are a great exam-

ple of what a Primary School can achieve and the links that can be made between young 

children, the community and the environment. 
Una Bell talking at Wangalla Brook 

Photo: EMRC 

Black plastic used by the Blackadder 

Woodbridge Catchment Group 

Photo: EMRC 

A New Friend on the Block 

By Stephen Jones—Yongka Birl 

The Susannah Brook Catchment has a new friends group known as Yongka Birl, (Noongar 

for “Kangaroo River”). The group works from the western boundary of Susannah Brook 

Reserve to the first old crossover east of Strawberry Hill Drive, which gives it a length of 

approximately 2 kms! 

Yongka Birl was established in March this year and the group have been working fever-

ishly to bring the area back to a pristine condition. Previously, Yongka Birl contained 

massive overgrowths of the insidious, exotic cotton bush and other horrible weeds. 

The patch was also littered with rubbish, dilapidated old fence lines, wire and mesh bar-

riers which were found across the creek. 

Since March 2020 the cotton bush has been pulled and the old fence lines and barriers 

removed, which has improved the aesthetics of Yongka Birl and reduced hazards for the 

native wildlife living in the area.  The group has a preference for mechanical weed con-

trol and aim to avoid chemical usage where possible.  

Above: A mild patch of cotton 

bush 

Below: Bags of gladioli, stink weed 

and cotton bush ready for collec-

tion 

Photo: Stephen Jones 

Pile of Old Brook barriers 

Photo: Stephen Jones 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bush Skills for the Hills 

Native Grasses Walk and Talk with Una Bell 

A most interesting an informative 

event was hosted by Una Bell on 

Saturday 7 November. Una, with 

the assistance of Kathy Wood, took 

a group of enthusiastic environmen-

tally-minded people along a section 

of the Railway Heritage Trail at 

Morgan John Morgan Reserve, Glen 

Forrest. As we ambled along the 

trail examining the array of native 

grasses it was lovely to hear from 

Una and Kathy about the im-

portance of the native grasses to 

the ecology of the area. It was fasci-

nating to see such a variety of grass-

es such as the Microlaena and Wal-

laby grasses. When you get your eye in it is amazing what you can see.  

In the mix are introduced grasses which displace native grass species. Una provides edu-

cation to assist local government officers and community groups to discriminate be-

tween native and introduced species to ensure the natives stay and the introduced are 

removed. 

It was also disappointing to see on the walk that a native vine had been pulled out by the 

roots and discarded by the track. It was most likely a well-meaning gesture thinking that 

the vine was invasive. This highlights the importance of identifying species before they 

are removed, be it a native grass, thistle or vine. 

The native grasses are aesthetically pleasing and would complement any garden. It is also 

pointed out that native grasses pose a lower fire risk than many introduced grasses. It 

was a very informative event. The region is so fortunate to have the experience and 

knowledge of Una Bell and Kathy Wood to draw on and highlight the importance of 

maintaining, protecting and propagating native grass species.  

Native grasses walk with Una Bell 

Photo: EMRC 

Native vine  

Photo: EMRC 

Photo: EMRC 



  

https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/ResidentServices/Environment/Documents/Strategies%20and%20Guidelines/
PlantsOutOfPlaceBooklet.pdf 
 

https://www.emrc.org.au/Profiles/emrc/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Page_Content/Environmental_Services/The-Bush-is-a
-Garden-chemical-free-weeding-strategies-Jennifer-Catalano-and-Phil-Cloran.pdf 

 

 

The Bush Skills for the Hills (BSFTHs) is a series of free workshops aimed at Perth’s Eastern Region landcare groups. They 
are designed to give participants the skills to manage and appreciate everything that local bushland has to offer. Due to 
the popularity of the BSFTHs workshops the Eastern Region Catchment Management Program (ERCMP) will be promoting 
the 2021 workshops firstly to members of Perth’s Eastern Region Catchment and Friends of Groups. Following this, if 
there are any vacancies for workshops the event will be  advertised through Eventbrite and the EMRC’s Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/EasternMetropolitanRegionalCouncil/  

If you are interested in landcare and would like to attend these workshops, please consider joining a landcare group 
(Friends or Catchment Group) you will be offered an opportunity to attend the free workshops via email. 

Please contact the Eastern Region Catchment Program team and they will assist you in locating an existing landcare group 
or how you can form your own group. Contact details for the ERCMP team are on page 13.     
                 

 Bush Skills for the Hills Workshops 

2021 Program 

Photo: Plants out of Place 
(Shire of Mundaring, 2020) 

Freesia (Freesia alba x leichtlinii) 

Freesia (Freesia alba x leichtlinii) is a serious bushland weed commonly occurring in a variety of 
disturbed habitats. This horticultural hybrid is a tufted plant with soft, light basal leaves arising 
annually from a perennial corm. It has white or creamy yellow tubular flowers that are arranged to 
one side of the flower stem. During spring flowering freesias are a common site across Perth’s 
Eastern Region and their perfume is sweet and strongly scented. 
 
Freesias reproduce by seed, bulbils and corms. Manual control methods include cutting flowers to 
prevent seed set and repeated mowing before flowering over several years can also provide good 
control. Freesias can be removed by hand weeding; however it helps to loosen the soil prior to 
removal to prevent the corm breaking off.  
 
For advice on chemical weed control please consult a qualified integrated weed management ex-
pert.  

Weeds of the Month 

Baboon Flower (Babiana angustifolia) 

Another serious weed which is often confused with Freesia is Baboon Flower (Babiana angustifo-
lia). This garden escapee is common along road verges and in bushland, dispersed mainly by the 
dumping of garden refuse and earthworks. This plant produces annual leaves and stems from a 
perennial corm and grows to a height of approximately 35cm. The leaves are hairy, striped or 
ribbed and are folded lengthwise like a fan. From August to October, a flower spike produces 3-
10 individual flowers which are purple, blue or mauve with red to black markings. 
 
Baboon Flower reproduces by corms and seed. Similar to Freesia, small infestations of Baboon 
Flower can be manually controlled by hand weeding, ensuring that the soil is loosened before 
pulling to present the stem breaking off.  
 
For advice on chemical weed control please consult a qualified integrated weed management 
expert.  

Photos: Plants out of Place 
(Shire of Mundaring, 2020) 

https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/ResidentServices/Environment/Documents/Strategies%20and%20Guidelines/PlantsOutOfPlaceBooklet.pdf
https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/ResidentServices/Environment/Documents/Strategies%20and%20Guidelines/PlantsOutOfPlaceBooklet.pdf
https://www.emrc.org.au/Profiles/emrc/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Page_Content/Environmental_Services/The-Bush-is-a-Garden-chemical-free-weeding-strategies-Jennifer-Catalano-and-Phil-Cloran.pdf
https://www.emrc.org.au/Profiles/emrc/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Page_Content/Environmental_Services/The-Bush-is-a-Garden-chemical-free-weeding-strategies-Jennifer-Catalano-and-Phil-Cloran.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/EasternMetropolitanRegionalCouncil/
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The information for this edition’s Noongar Season is provided by the EMRC’s Bush Cards 4 Youth, part of the Bush Skills 4  

Youth program. The original information sourced from South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council Kaartdijin Noongar—

Noongar Language https://www.noongarculture.org.au, the  Djidi Djidi AborigInal Women’s Group, Darlington and Sur-

rounds Local Flora and Bushlands by Cliff Burns, the Western Australian Herbarium and Amanda Spooner. 

Plant of the Month 

Grevillea pimeleoides  

Grevillea pimeleoides is endemic to the jarrah-marri forests of the Darling Range east and 
southeast of Perth. Due to its restricted distribution and small populations, its conserva-
tion status is Priority 4. Grevillea pimeleoides is found at a handful of locations across the 
Shire of Mundaring, all of which have been GPS recorded by Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions. 
 
Grevillea pimeleoides is a medium-sized shrub growing 1-2m in height in gravelly soils 
over granite and on rocky hillsides. The bright green leaves are approximately 50 mm 
long by 10-15 mm wide and are elliptical in shape with a small point at the tip. They are 
covered with fine hairs. This shrub produces clusters of bright yellow flowers at the end 
of branches from winter through to spring and are very attractive to nectar-loving birds. 
As the flowers age, they develop orange-red tips. Like all grevilleas, Grevillea pimeleoides 
is susceptible to dieback disease caused by the soil-borne pathogen Phytophthora cin-
namomi. 
 
Keep an eye out for this rare grevillea! 

Photo: Brian Walters (ANPSA) 

Birak season sees the rains ease up and the warm weather really start to take hold. The 
afternoons are cooled by the sea breezes that abound from the southwest. This was the 
fire season, a time to burn the country in mosaic patterns. 

An almost clockwork style of easterly winds in the morning and sea breezes in the after-
noon, meant that traditionally this was the burning time of year for Nyoongar people. 
They would burn the country in mosaic patterns for several reasons including fuel reduc-
tion, increasing the grazing pastures for some animals, to aid in seed germination for 
some plants and for ease of mobility across the country. As for the animals, there are 
many fledglings now venturing out of nests, though some are still staying close to their 
parents. Reptiles are looking to shed their old skin for a new one.  

With the rising temperatures and the decreasing rainfall, it’s also time for the baby frogs 
to complete their transformation into adulthood. 

Content sourced from: http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/calendars/nyoongar.shtml#kambarang 

Birak (Season of the young) 

Photo: Florabase 

https://www.noongarculture.org.au
http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/calendars/nyoongar.shtml#kambarang


 

Meeting Dates 

 

Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment 
Group  

TBC 

Meeting room, Midland Tourist Park 

Toodyay Road Middle Swan.            

Contact  Danae Warden on 08 9424 
2264 or email   

danae.warden@emrc.org.au  

Friends of Piesse Brook 

In recession until March 21 2021 

AGM date and venue is yet to be decid-
ed. 

For venue details please contact Lynda 
Tomlinson  lktom555@gmail.com 

 

Helena River Catchment Group  

TBC 

Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen Forrest. 

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or  
email  kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

 

Susannah Brook Catchment Group Inc. 

Wednesday,  February 3 2021  6.30pm 

For venue details, please contact Kathryn 
Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or  email  
kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au    

Jane Brook Catchment Group 

Wednesday, February 24 2021 6:00pm 

Mundaring Learning Centre, Mundaring 

 Please contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or  
email  kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

Lower Helena Association Incorporated 

TBC 

If you are interested to join please ring 

Contact Danae Warden on (08) 9424 
2264 or                                                                     
email danae.warden@emrc.org.au 

WA Naturalists’ Club—Darling Range Branch 
Meetings held every second Friday of the month 7:30pm currently at Woodlupine Hall. Will 
be returning to Jorgensen Park Pavilion, Crescent Road, off Mundaring Road, Kalamunda in 
March 2021. 

Details:  https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/events  
www.wanaturalists.org.au  email:  DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au  

      
WA Wildflower Society—Darling Range Branch 
The Darling Range Branch of the Wildflower Society will be in recession until March 14 
2021. 

Contact Lynda on  9291 8753  or email lktom555@gmail.com    

For further information, visit http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/  

Wildflower Society of WA—Eastern Hills Branch 
Propagation Group:  Meets on Mondays once a month to share knowledge about propa-
gating native plants  

Seed Cleaning Group: Meets fortnightly on Wednesdays to prepare seeds for propagation 

Plant Learners’ Group: Meets on Mondays twice a month in a self-learning environment 
to identify plants and expand knowledge of our native flora.           

For further information, contact pamela.riordan@gmail.com  

For more information about any of these events: 

Web: www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/  

Email: eastern.hills.branch@wildflowersociety.org.au 

Wooroloo Brook Landcare Group  
Thursday, February 4 2021 7-9pm 

Gidgegannup Hall, Old Toodyay Rd at the Showgrounds. 

Contact Danae Warden on (08) 9424 2264 or                                                                       
email danae.warden@emrc.org.au 

mailto:Karen.warner@emrc.org.au
mailto:lktom555@gmail.com
mailto:Karen.warner@emrc.org.au
mailto:Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au?subject=Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au%20
mailto:%20danae.warden@emrc.org.au?subject=danae.warden@emrc.org.au
http://www.wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:lktom555@gmail.com
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/
mailto:pamela.riordan@gmail.com
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/
mailto:eastern.hills.branch@wildflowersociety.org.au
mailto:%20danae.warden@emrc.org.au?subject=danae.warden@emrc.org.au
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Contact details 

Eastern Region Catchment Management  Program team (ERCMP)

A journey into the weird, wonderful and truly astonishing lives of the small but mighty crea-

tures who keep the world turning.  

Out of sight, underfoot, unseen beyond fleeting scuttles or darting flights, insects occupy a 

hidden world, yet are essential to sustaining life on earth.  

Insects influence our ecosystem like a ripple effect on water. They arrived when life first 

moved to dry land, they preceded - and survived - the dinosaurs, they outnumber the grains 

of sand on all the world's beaches, and they will be here long after us.  

Working quietly but tirelessly, they give us food, uphold our ecosystems, can heal our wounds 

and even digest plastic. They could also provide us with new solutions to the antibiotics crisis, 

assist in disaster zones and inspire airforce engineers with their flying techniques.  

But their private lives are also full of fun, intrigue and wonder -musical mating rituals; house-

hunting for armies of beetle babies; metamorphosing into new characters; throwing parties in 

fermenting sap; cultivating fungi for food; farming smaller species for honey dew and always 

ensuring that what is dead is decomposed, ready to become life once again.  

Here, we will discover life and death, drama and dreams, all on a millimetric scale. Like it or 

not, Earth is the planet of insects, and this is their extraordinary story. 

mailto:%20danae.warden@emrc.org.au?subject=danae.warden@emrc.org.au

