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City of Kalamunda Students Keen to Adopt-a-Patch 

By City of Kalamunda 

T he City of Kalamunda has continued to prove its environmental credentials with its 

newest program engaging some of the City’s youngest and most passionate residents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor John Giardina said, “More than 500 youth from 10 schools in the City of Kalamunda 

have been working together since March to adopt their local patch of bushland through 

the City’s new Adopt-a-Patch program.” 

“The program is increasing students understanding and awareness of the unique natural 

world around them and give them new skills and an interest in taking environmental action 

on local reserves within the City of Kalamunda.” 

Students from year 1 to year 11 have been learning about the six Noongar seasons, the 

impact of waste on the environment and which native animals live in their local bushland 

area. Over the next two years they will continue to learn about environmental topics in-

cluding waste management, bird identification and the impact of Phytophthora Dieback on 

local bushland. 

“Adopt-a-Patch has strong curricular links and is designed to be extended into the local 

community, with students of all ages encouraged to work with local Friends Groups to vol-

unteer their time working on local bushland reserves.” 

 
Cont’d p.2 

 

October/November 2019 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 

 21—27 October - Aussie 
Backyard Bird Count 

 11—17 November-
National Recycling Week 

 5 December-World Soil 
Day 

 

Quick Contacts: 

 

 City of Kalamunda 
 (08) 9257 9999 
 Shire of Mundaring 
 (08) 9290 6666 
 City of Swan 
 (08) 9267 9267 
 EMRC 
 (08) 9424 2222 
 

Let us know if you would like to 

receive this newsletter via 

email—it’s another way you can 

help the environment! 

 

To register, email the EMRC at 

environment@emrc.org.au 

with :“Subscribe to Greenpage” 

in the subject heading and your 

email contact details. For  

further information, please  

contact Natasha Jones at the 

EMRC on (08) 9424 2216. 

 

The Greenpage newsletter is  

compiled by the EMRC using 

multiple resources and authors. 

The views and opinions  

expressed do not necessarily 

reflect those of the EMRC or  

the project sponsors. 

Photo: City of Kalamunda 

http://www.perthseasternregion.com.au
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Since the program inception in March, more than 250 native plants planted to improve 

local habitat and a large quantity of rubbish removed from local reserves and local school 

grounds. 16 school incursions have now been undertaken to improve student’s environ-

mental awareness – and this is just in the first half of the first year of the program! 

To further support student learning, each school is receiving a resource pack to support 

students learning, including Virtual Reality (VR) goggles, flora, fauna and fungi identifica-

tion guides, posters explaining Noongar seasons and language, macro-lenses for photo-

graphing bugs, leaves and mosses and more! 

Strong partnerships with local Friends Groups and an inclusive approach to delivering the 

program has been highly effective in engaging with local schools. The City has collaborated 

with the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council and Noongar Elder Uncle Neville Collard to 

deliver the program. 

Using this integrated community approach, Adopt-a-Patch supports the City of                 

Kalamunda’s Strategic Business Plan, Local Environment Strategy and Local Biodiversity 

Strategy, as well as the Kalamunda Connected - Active Citizens Strategy. 

The program is set to grow in 2020, with two more local schools set to join. Schools within 

the City of Kalamunda should email environment@kalamunda.wa.gov.au  

 

G ood News! 

The EMRC has been selected as a finalist in the 2019 WA Landcare Awards in the    
Australian Government Partnerships for Landcare Award category for the Eastern Region 
Catchment Management Program (ERCMP). 

The ERCMP is a collaborative program with the City of Swan, Shire of Mundaring, City of 
Kalamunda and the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. Fore more 
information about the Awards, head to https://www.facebook.com/789886071126925/
posts/2388656484583201 

https://www.facebook.com/Landcarewa/posts/2388656484583201?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC4QhfGwhfGuPxINOxXA989S8kBovuD2G0ytTq4mUjV4d7MYnIJFI02CbBAl79b5yS28sbrEqxmzhhEytXJTbUFdajFbLfbxJUXFxwP5BeRwgahE_z_Pxw2wroXDdktVeKheOg3ssuTlt7GMz-BpJzgRp4vetCUMrAPZfA8VQlxw1_MNaiRHE
https://www.facebook.com/Landcarewa/posts/2388656484583201?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC4QhfGwhfGuPxINOxXA989S8kBovuD2G0ytTq4mUjV4d7MYnIJFI02CbBAl79b5yS28sbrEqxmzhhEytXJTbUFdajFbLfbxJUXFxwP5BeRwgahE_z_Pxw2wroXDdktVeKheOg3ssuTlt7GMz-BpJzgRp4vetCUMrAPZfA8VQlxw1_MNaiRHE


 

 

 

 

N ear the center of Darling-

ton is our beautiful Glen 

Park Reserve, an area of natural 

bush and granite rock, bordered 

by Glen Road.  Nyaania Creek 

runs through the reserve, tum-

bling over large rocky outcrops, 

an enjoyable place of tranquility.  

This natural bushland, its biodi-

versity and the fauna it sup-

ports, are part of our Australian 

heritage.  We cannot afford to 

lose it to weeds  

However it was in danger of being lost to invasive weeds. The first were freesias, bridal 

creeper and watsonia, noted in about 2009.  A group of residents weeded these first in-

vaders but unfortunately more weeds went unchecked for the next four years.  

It was astounding how rapidly and densely, the bridal creeper, watsonia, freesias, onion 

weed and cape tulip spread through the natural vegetation of Glen Park, and now continue 

to spread through nearby bushland. By early Spring, 2014 one resident was so seriously con-

cerned that she embarked on a determined but solo campaign to eradicate the weeds in 

Glen Park. 

In 2016 Friends of Glen Park was registered with the Mundaring Shire. With the additional 
assistance from the Shire’s environmental landcare officers the weeds were significantly 
reduced each spring, by either digging out or poisoning. By the end of this spring, 2019, we 
are optimistic that the  area on the southern side of Nyannia creek will be largely free of 
invasive weeds. 
 
On the northern side of Nyaania 
Creek, Glen Park Friends have dug 
out the African Veldt grasses and 
masses of bridal creeper.  When 
driving along Glen Road the im-
provement on the verge, and 
around the Scout Hall and HOSCA is 
very noticeable.   
The eradication of the bridal creep-
er continues on through the bush-
land, towards Nyaania Creek.  
 
Tackling the freesia invasion has 
begun in this area, and again we 
have been greatly assisted by the 
Shire environmental landcare offic-
ers. 
As it is important to stop more seeds from spreading again into Glen Park, we have talked 
with thirteen neighbours whose properties adjoin Glen Park or nearby bushland and given 
them a copy of two publications, Plants out of Place and the information sheet on Eastern 
States Wattles.      
 

 

Winning the Battle to Save our Bushland 

By Friends of Glen Park Reserve 

Morning tea break for the hard working Friends of Glen 

Park with the Environmental Landcare officers.  

Photo: Friends of Glen Park 
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Their responses were heartening, and supportive towards controlling weeds on their prop-
erties. 
Friends of Glen Park is now a team of seven members.  We are winning the battle but there 
is still weed eradication ahead of us, and as any gardener knows, as soon as you turn your 
back, the weeds pop up again and new varieties appear.  We keep in mind that we can’t 
afford to lose this battle. Our eradication of the weeds must outstrip their spread, so the 
biodiversity of our natural vegetation remains for future generations. 
 
If you appreciate our Australian bushland and could volunteer several hours a week we 
would absolutely appreciate you joining our Glen Park Friends.  
Contact either Glenys 92998347  or Leonie 92996489 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O n Sunday 28th July, the Lower Helena Association Inc. held a community planting day 

near the footbridge over the Helena River that links Guildford with Waterhall Es-

tate.  The weather was beautiful, and around 1,100 native understorey shrubs were planted 

in an area that had previously been overrun by weeds.  There were 14 keen volunteers, and 

their work was aided by the holes that had been augered ahead of the day by Ecojobs, mak-

ing the job of planting much easier in the heavy soil.  Ecojobs also helped out by planting an 

extra 700 seedlings that remained after the volunteers had used up all their energy on the 

day!  Funding for this rehabilitation work came from a SALP grant to the Lower Helena As-

sociation, and the EMRC provided support, as well as a tasty morning tea. 

The Lower Helena Association is a small, locally run not-for- profit group.  The group aims to 

restore riparian habitat along the 

lower stretches of the Helena 

River, from Military Road in   

Bellevue to the confluence with 

the Swan River in                    

Guildford.  Since 2011, the group 

has planted understorey          

vegetation as well as rushes and 

sedges at several sites.   

New members are always  

welcome!  

To find out more, see https://www.facebook.com/lowerhelena/ 

 

Lower Helena Association Planting Day 

By Harriet Mills 

Above: LHA planters  

Below:LHA plants Photo: Rebecca Ludemann 

https://www.facebook.com/lowerhelena/


1st Herne Hill Scouts 

By the Friends of Maali Bridge Park 

 

 

 

 

M aali Bridge Park is a small 
picnic area next to the 
Swan River in the Swan 

Valley. As the name suggests it 
features a bridge where walkers 
and riders can cross from Barrett 
Road on the east side to Douglas 
and West Swan Roads on the west 
side.  

A more important aspect is that 
the park is cared for by a very  
special friends group. 

In 2015 the 1st Herne Hill Cub 
Scouts began looking for a reserve 
that would be suitable for their 
Environment badge activities and 
Maali Bridge Park provided what 
they were looking for. The Scouts 
have since formalised their       
connection to the park by          
becoming a City of Swan Friends 
Group. Throughout the year they 
meet at the park to undertake 
landcare and other environmental              
activities. 

The 1st Herne Hill Cub Scouts have had an ongoing partnership with Bush Skills 4 Youth 
(BS4Y) in learning about and caring for Maali Park. Activities undertaken at the park and at 
the scout hall include tree planting days, rubbish clean ups, monitoring programs,          
installing nest boxes, learning about water health, weed identification and eradication and 
establishing habitats for native wildlife. 

Mike Wilcox, (Kaa) the Cub Scout leader, has commented on the group’s engagement with 
BS4Y. “The program that has been devel-
oped with BS4Y has allowed us to monitor 
our progress and observe the ongoing posi-
tive changes that our work has had in our 
local environment. Our youth members’ 
natural curiosity for the environment and 
science has been fostered greatly by the 
resources and activities that the BS4Y pro-
gram brings. I have seen the positive impact 
that these activities have had through the 
ongoing awareness and changed behav-
iours of our youth members.” 

The most recent Cub Scout activity at Maali 
Bridge Park involved the planting of 200 
native shrubs and groundcovers  into 
mulched garden beds. A highlight of the 
day was seeing that some of the nest boxes 
are being used and discovering pardalotes          
nesting in a natural hollow.  

 

 

 

Above: Maali tree planters 
Photo: Friends of Maali Bridge Park 



T he Shire of Mundaring was successful in gaining funding from the Western Australian 
Government’s State Natural Resource Management Program (Community Stewardship 

Grants) to deliver a project entitled ‘Dieback Mapping and Rehabilitation in the Shire of 
Mundaring.’ The biodiversity values of natural areas protected in the Shire’s reserves net-
work are under imminent threat from the spread of Phytophthora Dieback. A recent eco-
logical assessment of the highest priority reserves concluded dieback as having a significant 
impact on species diversity and ecosystem function. The project will assist the Shire in 
identifying and prioritising actions needed to prevent spread of the disease into uninfected 
(protectable) areas and restore ecosystem function in compromised areas. 

The project will facilitate collaboration between the Shire, Murdoch University, DBCA and 
community stakeholders to: 

1.    Undertake comprehensive dieback mapping of priority reserves – mapping will identify 
the extent of dieback in 33 priority reserves and form the basis for determining priorities 
for protection and rehabilitation.  

2.    Establish demonstration trials to develop rehabilitation guidelines to restore ecological 
values – dieback mapping will guide selection of 10 reserves for establishing rehabilitation 
trials. The design of the trials will be will be informed through research conducted by PhD 
students from Murdoch University on fauna habitat requirements and dieback resistant 
local native species. The aim is to test a range of integrated management protocols for 
protection and restoration of ecosystem function, specifically fauna habitat. Activities may 
include strategic treatment with fungicides, revegetation with dieback resistant species, 
controlling access, correcting drainage problems and implementing hygiene protocols. 
Standard dieback signage will also be installed at trial sites to raise awareness of the threat 
of dieback and hygiene measures that should be followed.  

3.    Increase community engagement and capacity to protect and manage natural areas – 
the rehabilitation trials will build engagement of local environmental volunteers and 
friends groups and encourage new community leaders in tackling dieback.  

4.    Conduct research to inform best management practices within the reserves network - 
the trials will inform the development of rehabilitation guidelines for Shire reserves and 
guide decisions towards best management practice in dieback management. The shire will 
share findings and outcomes with project partners and other land managers across the 
region to improve dieback management in south Western Australia. 

 

 

 

 

 

T he City of Swan and the EMRC co-ordinated the Gidge Reserve Planting Day on Satur-

day 21 September 2019 and would like to thank all the volunteers who attended. 400 

reeds and sedges were planted around the creek line and recycled tree guards used to de-

ter the rabbits and kangaroos from grazing on the new plants. 

A lovely morning tea was supplied by the EMRC which gave everyone a chance to have a 

break and get acquainted. Dieback issues and weed eradication techniques were topics of 

conversation as well as what friends groups were operating in the area.  All participants 

were encouraged to take plant, fungi and frog identification booklets as a thank-you.  

 

 

Funding for Dieback Mapping and Rehabilitation in 

the  Shire of Mundaring 

Above: Environmental Project 

Officer, Tracey Bell, and Joe 

Grehan, Principal Ecologist and 

Dieback Interpreter of Terratree, 

inspect the roots of a plant infectd 

by dieback  

(Phytophtora cinnamomi) 

Photo: Shire of Mundaring 

Successful planting day at Gidge Reserve 

Above: Tree planting 

Photo: The EMRC 



 

 

 

Local residents took part in a citizen science pro-
ject run by Murdoch University researchers Profes-
sor Belinda Robson and Dr Ed Chester in collabora-
tion with the EMRC. 

‘Farm Dams as Refuges for Freshwater Plants and 
Animals in a Drying Climate’ 

To test this hypothesis, different factors were com-
pared and monitored across 107 sites.  During 
spring, 56 farm dams and 51 other water bodies 
were monitored and during autumn 56 farm dams 
and only 12 water bodies were monitored, due to 
39 sites drying up during summer.  The factors which were monitored were water quality, 
the presence of invertebrates, plants, frogs, tadpoles and water birds.    

Water Quality 

A surprising result was that water quality was good in all of the water bodies. Most dams 
had a dense underwater bed of native water weed, a Chara spp and Potamogeton          
ochreatus habitat.  

Farm dams and non-farm dams located further east showed an increase in water salinity, 
and levels of ammonia in most water bodies were higher at the beginning of spring due to 
leaf accumulation and breakdown over winter.  Both of these results were expected. 

Invertebrates 

257 species of invertebrates were found, with a total of 44 species found in one dam. The 
make-up of the invertebrate community couldn’t be predicted by the banks appearance, 
the underwater vegetation had more influence.  There were similar species across all of 
the Farm Dams sites. There were different species found in the dams compared to the 
streams, this was due to the stagnant water in the dams allowing specialised species to 
exist. The results suggested that a Metacommunity exists, meaning that there is species 
interconnection between sites.  Only some of the 257 species are represented at each site 
at different times of the year and so all of the water bodies are needed to support the 
whole community throughout the year. Gambusia (mosquito fish) are having a detrimental 
effect on invertebrates, they feed on predators species like beetles and dragonflies which 
affects the balance of the ecosystem.   

Native Perch are a better alternative, they are more effective at eating mosquito larvae and 
don’t disrupt the balance. 

Birds  

Dams provide food and breeding sites for birds, such as Grebes, when natural water bodies 
dry. 

Frogs  

Out of 15 species of frog, 12 were recorded; the three species missing were burrow breed-
ers.  Burrow breeding frogs burrow their eggs on the edge of water bodies and depend on 
rising water levels to immerse their eggs. This triggers the hatching process, which cannot 
happen if the water does not rise. 

In Conclusion 

Farm Dams support a wide range of native animals and plants species found in standing 
water but not those needing flowing water; for example slow growing species are found 
more commonly in the farm dams. Aquatic plants, woody debris and leaf litter are the key 
for farm dams to support native animals, they provide: food and nesting; attachment 
points for nests and frog eggs habitat, food and protection for invertebrates, fish and tad-
poles; perches for dragonflies; prevents erosion; and take-up of stored  

nutrients. 

 
The Results Are In! 

By the EMRC 

Cont’d p. 8 

Above: Farm Dams presentation 

Photo: the EMRC 



 

Next Step 

To investigate the change in the diversity of fresh water species when woody debris and 
floating garden beds are introduced to Farm Dams (while not changing the functionality of 
the dam). Extend the sampling and monitoring times to include winter, to allow for sea-
sonal differences in fauna activity. Increase the projects scope to investigate isolated vs 
connected dams. This knowledge will lead to the development of guidelines for ‘Managing 
Dams for Biodiversity in Southern Australia’. 

If you have a dam on your property and/or you would like to be involved in the monitoring 
of frog and/or waterbirds within the project area please contact Karen Warner at EMRC at 
Karen.Warner@emrc.org.au or 94242242. 

 

 

 

 
 
Spring is the time to take action on controlling one of the hills most prevalent weed spe-
cies, Watsonia. The Friends of the Flooded Gum, in Helena Valley, hosted a Watsonia Con-
trol Clinic on Saturday 21st September where presenter, Peter Day, shared his 39 years of 
expertise on chemical and manual methods of controlling this invasive weed species. 
 
Peter outlined the importance of understanding how the plant reproduces, in order to 
control its spread. Watsonia grows from a bulb and reproduces via seeds, cormels which 
grow along its flower spike and daughter corms which form underground. This resilient 
weed is best managed with a multi-pronged, strategic approach. 
 
Whilst the easiest method of controlling large infestations is through the spraying of 
glyphosate, this method can have a negative impact on surrounding native vegetation and 
waterways due to off-target spraying. If chemical control is the preferred option, an alter-
native method of applying glyphosate to Watsonia plants involves the use of a weed wand. 
This method of chemical application involves using the wand to wipe the chemical along 
one side of one leaf per plant or to dab the chemical around the base of the plant. The 
chemical is absorbed by the plant, causing the plant, bulb and any daughter corms under-
ground to die. For best results, glyphosate should be applied just as the flower spike 
emerges. It is essential, if choosing to use chemical control methods, that adequate pro-
tective clothing, including long pants, long sleeves, closed shoes, gloves and mask are 
worn to protect the user and that the chemical is used as per the directions outlined by 
the manufacturer. If manual control of Watsonia is the preferred method of control, hand 
weeding when the soil is still moist will enable plants, including the bulb, to be removed 
whilst remaining intact.  
 
Peter discussed removing the reproductive material from Watsonia plants to prevent the 
spread of the weed. This involves removing the flower spike, which holds the cormels and 
seeds, by cutting it off low down on the plant. It is important not to cut this spike off too 
early in the season as the plant will reshoot and produce another spike. Removing the 
spike is best undertaken in late November/early December, prior to the cormels and seeds 
dropping onto the ground. This is a very effective method of controlling the spread of Wat-
sonia. 
 
Many thanks to Peter Day for sharing his knowledge of various control methods with local 
landcare volunteers. Thank you also to Karen McLean from the Friends of the Flooded 
Gum for hosting this worthwhile event.  
 
Whatever your preferred method of control, now is the time to take action against Wat-
sonia in your local reserve. If you would like further information about any of these meth-
ods of Watsonia control, please contact the EMRC on 9424 2216 or via  
environment@emrc.org.au. 
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Time to Wage the War on Watsonia! 

By the EMRC 

Watsonia invading natural bush-

land in Helena Valley 

Photo: the EMRC 

Above: Bulbs and daughter 

corms—reproductive material 

which grows underground 

Below: Weed want applying 

glyphosate while avoiding native 

vegetation Photo: the EMRC 

mailto:Karen.Warner@emrc.org.au
mailto:environment@emrc.org.au


 

 

 

 

O ur new Community Engagement Officer, Danae Warden, met with Bob and Janette 

Huston who co-ordinated the original Wooroloo Brook Landcare group. Bob and 

Janette were instrumental in the efforts to stop the spread of salinity and waterlogging on 

farm lands.  

Despite the mammoth effort of the previous 

landcare group these issues continue, areas 

within reserves, public open space and private 

land have been identified as being vulnerable to 

weed infestations, waterlogging, erosion and 

salinity, which all have a negative effect on 

Wooroloo Brook.   

For the restoration work  to continue within 

these areas we need people to work together 

and make a real difference to the overall health 

of the catchment. To initiate this restoration and 

generate more interest, two sites have been 

selected for community planting days.  

On Saturday, 21 September 2019  a successful 

planting day was held at the first site, Gidgegannup 

Reserve 2145, located near Percy Cullen oval. This reserve was one of the first areas of 

bushland to be protected by the state and  was classified as a reserve in the 1800’s. It is 

home to a range of native flora species near the Gidgegannup stream. The kikuyu grass in 

this area is outcompeting the native reeds and sedges.  Weeding and planting appropriate 

species in this space will help to reduce the presence of kikuyu and attract native fauna to 

the stream. 

The second planting site is Cookes Brook near the entrance to Lake Leschenaultia, on     

Sunday, 6 October 2019.  In some sections of Cookes Brook there are outbreaks of black-

berry (which is a weed of national significance), watsonia, arum lily, bridal creeper and 

Acacia iteaphylla, which all grow prolifically and pre-

vent native species from succeeding.  Some areas 

along the brook are void of native sedges and reeds, 

these species will be planted to encourage native 

fauna and improve the water quality.   

These planting days are a fun opportunity to meet 

like-minded people while helping the native         

bushland.  Danae from the EMRC is leading these 

events and is very interested to meet you and discuss 

issues or ideas you have for your local area.  Danae 

will also be at the “What On Earth Day” in Mundaring  

and “The WHIM Festival” in Mount Helena, so please 

come and introduce yourself and we can start taking 

steps to restore our Wooroloo Brook  catchment.  

 

 

Exciting Progress in the Wooroloo Brook 
Catchment 
By the EMRC 

Kikuyu grass at Reserve 2145 
Photo: Danae Warden 

Blackberry at Cookes Brook 
Photo: Danae Warden 

Cookes Brook 
Photo: Danae Warden 

Hibbertia aurea, Golden    
Hibbertia at Reserve 2145 
Photo: Danae Warden 



E astern Metropolitan Regional Council’s Earth 

Carers course consists of six workshops over 

four weeks and includes a visit to the Red 

Hill Waste Management Facility.  

The course is FREE to attend and you will gain 

knowledge, share ideas and learn practical ways 

of reducing waste at home and in the               

community. Participants who complete the five 

core sessions will join our Earth Carers network 

which brings together like-minded people, gives 

you opportunities for further learning and      

sharing your knowledge at community events. 

The sixth session will include  a guest speaker from the waste management industry plus a graduation ceremony for           

participants who complete the first five sessions. Each workshop covers various themes and will provide participants with 

practical skills and theoretical knowledge relating to waste minimalisation.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located opposite Lake Leschenaultia in Chidlow, Cookes Brook is suffering  

from erosion and weed invasion.  By planting reeds and sedges in this  

Brook we will increase the health of this waterway. 

 

Did you know?  Cookes Brook runs into Wooroloo Brook which means it is  

part of the Wooroloo Brook Catchment.  It directly influences the health  

of Wooroloo Brook and consequently the Swan River. Come and meet like 

-minded individuals and join us in improving this important brook.  

 

To register :  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/earth-carers-course-perths-eastern-region-registration-71325782335?

Planting Day at Cookes Brook 

Details 

When: Sunday 6 October 2019, 9.00am to 
11.00am 

Where: Rosedale Rd opposite Lake 
Leschenaultia parking entrance  

Where to park: – Lake Leschenaultia, turn 
right after entrance   

What to bring: Hat; sturdy footwear; dress for 
weather; friends and family 

 Morning tea and planting tools supplied 

RSVP: for catering purposes, Danae Warden 
on 0418 928 031 or email 
Danae.Warden@emrc.org.au for any other  

enquiries  

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/earth-carers-course-perths-eastern-region-registration-71325782335?aff=EMRC


2019 Program—January to December 

Bush skills for the Hills is an ongoing series of free environmental workshops for the community. 

A combination of theoretical and practical hands-on sessions, the workshops are designed to provide participants with skills to help manage 
and appreciate everything that local bushland has to offer. 

The EMRC has teamed up with Eventbrite, the world’s leading online event registration service. To register for a workshop head to  

http://ERCMPenvironment.eventbrite.com.  

 

Black Cockatoo Reserves 

When: Saturday, 5 October 2019, 9:00am—11:00am 

Where: White Owl Rise,  Mundaring 

RSVP: https://blackcockatooreserves.eventbrite.com.au  or call (08) 9424 2216 

Black Cockatoo Reserves is one of the top conservation reserves in Mundaring. In 
1998 the Friends Group was formed. Come along to hear the story of the reserve 
and the persistence of a group of dedicated people who have worked on and pro-
tected this bushland for 20 years. 

Please note that the workshop includes walking. Morning tea will be provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bird Photography Workshop with Dave Ditchburn Photography 

Suitable for ages 12—16, parents welcome but not required 

When: Wednesday, 9 October 2019, 2:30pm—4:30pm 

Where: Lake Leschenaultia, Rosedale Road, Chidlow 

RSVP: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/bird-photography-workshop-tickets-68104611727  or call (08) 9424 2216 

Dave will share how he uses his photographic skills and knowledge to reveal his love of nature. Bring your camera and learn 
the basics of nature photography and the techniques of capturing amazing photos of water birds. 

Afternoon tea of fruit, biscuits and water, tea and coffee provided. 

Must have your own camera, ipad or smart phone. 

 

Cool Critters in our Catchment 

Suitable for ages 5 - 10 years (accompanied by a parent/guardian) 

When: Tuesday, 8 October 2019, 9:30am - 12 

Where: Garvey Park, Fauntleroy Avenue, Ascot 

RSVP: Email environment@belmont.wa.gov.au or contact the City of Belmont’s Parks and 
Environment Department on (08) 9477 7257 

Come exploring at Garvey Park and discover the unseen critters in the water and the bush.  
Fruit, biscuits, tea, coffee and water will be provided. 
What to bring: Hat and water bottle. This is a water activity so clothing may get wet. No swimming. Brought to you by the City 
of Belmont and EMRC’s Bush Skills 4 Youth 

 

Shire of Mundaring President John 
Daw with members of Friends  

Photo: Shire of Mundaring 

http://ERCMPenvironment.eventbrite.com
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/black-cockatoo-reserves-registration-56392532583?aff=ebapi
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/bird-photography-workshop-tickets-68104611727
mailto:environment@belmont.wa.gov.au


 

Meeting Dates 

 Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment Group 

AGM Monday, 7 October 2019 6:30pm 

Anglican Church, Ascension Hall, 17 Spring Park Road, Midland 

Contact Karen Warner on (08) 9424 2242 or email 

Karen.warner@emrc.org.au  

Friends of Piesse Brook 

Wednesday, 16 October 2019 

Contact Karen Warner on (08) 9424 2242 or 
email Karen.warner@emrc.org.au 

Helena River Catchment Group Inc. 

Monday, 21 October, Monday 2 December 

Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen Forrest 

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 245 or  

email Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

Susannah Brook Catchment Group Inc. 

Wednesday, 13 November 2019 

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 
or email Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au 

Jane Brook Catchment Group 

Thursday, 24 October 2019 

Mundaring Sharing Centre, 3 Craigie Place,  
Mundaring 

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or 
email Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

Lower Helena Association Incorporated 

Tuesday, 19 November 2019 6:30pm 

3 Armitage Close, South Guildford 

Contact Cat Williams  on (08) 9424 2264 or 
email catherine.williams@emrc.org.au 

WA Naturalists’ Club—Darling Range Branch 
Meetings held on the second Friday of each month, Jorgensen Park Pavilion, Crescent Road, off 
Mundaring Road, Kalamunda 

Details:  https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/events  
www.wanaturalists.org.au  email: info@wanaturalists.org.au  

WA Wildflower Society—Darling Range Branch 
The Darling Range Branch meets on the second Sunday of the month, at the Old Guide Hall, 5 
Sanderson Road, Lesmurdie (Cnr Lesmurdie and Brady Roads) 

Come and see what Native plant flowers in the City of Kalamunda at our our Herbarium.  

Next Meetings: Sunday 13 October at 10am then Sunday 10 of November at 10am (last meeting of the year) 

Please contact Lynda on (08) 9291 8753 or email lktom555@gmail.com   

For further information, visit http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/  

Wildflower Society of WA—Eastern Hills Branch 
Propagation Group:  Meets on Mondays twice a month to share knowledge about propagating 
native plants 

Seed Cleaning Group: Meets fortnightly on Wednesdays to prepare seeds for propagation 

Plant Learners’ Group: Meets on Mondays twice a month in a self-learning environment to identi-
fy plants and expand knowledge of our native flora. 

For more information about any of these events: 

Web: www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/  

Current Position Vacancy – Volunteer Secretary for Jane Brook Catchment Group 

Jane Brook Catchment Group (JBCG) is an active group working on landcare projects throughout 
the Shire of Mundaring within the Jane Brook water catchment. This energetic volunteer group 
is seeking the commitment of an individual to fill the voluntary position of Secretary. This role 

involves managing the administration requirements of the group, such as correspondence, record keeping and minute   
taking. No environmental knowledge or experience is necessary. To find out more about this position or if you wish to   
apply, please contact Kathryn Johnson at the EMRC via Kathryn.Johnson@emrc.org.au or 9424 2245.  

http://www.wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:info@wanaturalists.org.au
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/
mailto:Kathryn.Johnson@emrc.org.au


The information for this edition’s Noongar Season is provided by the EMRC’s Bush Cards 4 Youth, part of the Bush Skills 4  

Youth program. The original information sourced from South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council Kaartdijin Noongar—

Noongar Language https://www.noongarculture.org.au, the  Djidi Djidi Aborignal Women’s Group, Darlington and Surrounds 

Local Flora and Bushlands by Cliff Burns, the Western Australian Herbarium and Amanda Spooner. 

Noongar Season—Kambarang 

October / November—Transformational time of year—Season of birth 

During the Kambarang season we see an abundance of colours and flowers exploding all 

around us. The yellows of many of the Acacias continue to abound, along with some of the 

Banksias and many other smaller delicate flowering plants, including the kangaroo paw 

and orchids. Balgas will also start to flower during this time, especially if they've been 

burnt in the past year.  

One of the most striking displays of flowers to be seen during this season will be the 

Mooja, or Australian Christmas Tree (Nuytsia floribunda). The bright orange/yellow flow-

ers serve to signal that “the heat is on its way”.  

October is the most likely time of the year that you'll encounter a snake, as the reptiles 

start to awaken from their hibernation and look to make the most of the warm to assist 

them in getting enough energy to look for food. It's also a time that many young families 

of birds will be singing out for their parents to feed them. Koolbardies (magpies) will also 

be out protecting their nests and their babies. Longer dry periods accompany a definite 

warming trend.  

Weed of the Month 

Acacia decurrens (early black wattle) 

An erect shrub or small tree to 10m high with black or brown often fissured bark and dark 

green foliage. Adult leaves are bipinnate (leaflets themselves divided into smaller leaflets) 

flowering July to October this is native to New South Wales with it producing a large 

amount of viable seed it has become weedy throughout our hills environment. 

Left: Acacia decurrens Photo: Shire of Mundaring 

 

 

Plant of the Month 

Grevillea pimeleoides 

Grevillea pimeleoides is unusual and not what most people would expect a Grevillea to 

look like. It is an erect shrub to 2.5m in height with elliptival leaves covered with a fine 

hair. The bright yellow flowers are found in clusters at the end of branches. Flowering in 

late winter early spring. It can be found throughout Mundaring, Kalamunda and Swan  

although it is not listed as threatened it is regarded as rare. 

Left: Grevillea pimeleoides Photo: Shire of Mundaring 

Monthly Features 

 

 

 

 

Above: Australian Christmas 
Tree (Nuytsia floribunda) 

Photos: enjosmith/Wikimedia (CC 
BY-SA 2.0) 

https://www.noongarculture.org.au


Contact Details 

Off the Shelf 

David O’Brien 

Supervisor of Environment and  

Horticulture 

Shire of Mundaring 

Telephone: (08) 9290 6749 

Email: 

DavidO’Brien@mundaring.wa.gov.au  

Mick Davis 

Environmental Friends Group Officer 

City of Kalamunda 

Telephone: (08) 9257 9999 

Email: 

Mick.davis@kalamunda.wa.gov.au 

Kathryn Johnson 

Environmental Projects Officer 

 EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2245 

Mobile: 0408 924 989 

Email: 

Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au 

Bradley Thompson 

Coordinator Natural—Environmental 

Maintenance 

City of Swan 

Telephone: (08) 9267 9443 

Email: 

Bradley.thompson@swan.wa.gov.au 

Karen Warner 

NRM Coordinator 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2242 

Mobile: 0428 101 223 

Email:  

Karen.warner@emrc.org.au 

Cat Williams 

Environmental Projects Officer 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2264 

Mobile: 0427 088 213 

Email: 

catherine.williams@emrc.org.au  

 

Western Australian Plant Names and Their Meanings—A Glossary (Third 

Edition) by F.A. Sharr & Alex George 

Sharr’s popular Western Australian Plant Names and Their Meanings, ex-

plaining the scientific names of all native and naturalised plants in the State, 

has been out of print for some years. This third edition brings it up-to-date 

with the names of some 2000 plants that have been added to the State’s 

flora since the previous edition of 1996. A new section includes the names of 

subspecies and varieties. 

A feature is the inclusion of the genus for each specific name, or more when 

the same name has been used more than once. In total the book explain 

some 1623 generic names, 5718 specific and 896 infraspecific epithets. 

Having studied Latin to tertiary level, and having studied the flora for 60 

years, Alex George is well-placed to prepare this new edition. 

For more information please visit: 

https://www.aspectsofkingspark.com.au/australian-flora/western-australian

-plant-names-and-their-meanings-1721.html  

https://www.aspectsofkingspark.com.au/australian-flora/western-australian-plant-names-and-their-meanings-1721.html
https://www.aspectsofkingspark.com.au/australian-flora/western-australian-plant-names-and-their-meanings-1721.html

