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O ur annual end of year volunteer  celebration was held at Chapel Farm on the 29 No-

vember to give thanks to all of the land carers in Perth’s Eastern Region who work 

tirelessly to assist in the restoration and management of the health of the beautiful catch-

ment.  The celebrations commence with a Smoking Ceremony and Welcome to Country, 

delivered by respected Noongar Elder, Neville Collard.  Thank you to all who sent in their 

‘Dawn and Dusk’ entries for the photo competition, the winners were; first place, ‘Morning 

Sun over the Swan’ by Colm Doyle,  second place, ‘Piesse Brook Dreaming’, Bridget Hogarth 

and third place, ‘Last sparkle’, Darrell McCartney. A huge thank you to those who prepared 

speeches for the day.  The atmosphere was great, the food amazing and the company de-

lightful.  The EMRC are truly blessed with your dedication and efforts in landcare manage-

ment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December/January 2019 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 

 5 December—World Soil 
Day 

 January—Veganuary 
month 

 1 March– Clean up Aus-
tralia Day 

 

Quick Contacts: 

 

 City of Kalamunda 
 (08) 9257 9999 
 Shire of Mundaring 
 (08) 9290 6666 
 City of Swan 
 (08) 9267 9267 
 EMRC 
 (08) 9424 2222 
 

Let us know if you would like to 

receive this newsletter via 

email—it’s another way you can 

help the environment! 

 

To register, email the EMRC at 

environment@emrc.org.au 

with :“Subscribe to Greenpage” 

in the subject heading and your 

email contact details. For  

further information, please  

contact Natasha Jones at the 

EMRC on (08) 9424 2216. 

 

The Greenpage newsletter is  

compiled by the EMRC using 

multiple resources and authors. 

The views and opinions  

expressed do not necessarily 

reflect those of the EMRC or  

the project sponsors. 

Above: Neville Collard opening the event with a Smoking 
Ceremony and Welcome to Country 

Photo: the EMRC 

Right: Photo competition winning photo ‘Morning Sun 
over the Swan’ by Colm Doyle 

End of Year Volunteer Event for 2019 

By EMRC 

http://www.perthseasternregion.com.au


       

W hen you walk down the herit-

age trail between Glen Forrest 

and Darlington it is hard to imagine that 

100 years ago it was a thriving industri-

al centre with a railway line running all 

the way through from Chidlow to Guild-

ford. The evidence is there. If you look 

carefully at the rock formations and the 

stone walls along the trail there are 

clues that tell about the industries that 

thrived and the challenges of con-

structing the first railway line in the 

Darling Range. This was a railway built 

for steam trains and the first challenge 

was the changing height as the line 

progressed from the sand plains into 

the 
This particular route was cho-
sen because it was deemed to 
have the most suitable gradi-
ent between Guildford and 
Chidlow.  

On Wednesday 2 October 2019 
participants in the  Bush Skills 4 
Youth ‘Nature’s Secrets’ work-
shop met Kathy Wood from the 
Friends of Nyaania Creek group 
and Lyn Myles from the Dar-
lington History Group for a 
walk down the heritage trail. 

We began our walk at the Glen Forrest Station Master’s house and ventured down 
the shady avenue of trees. Kathy Wood described the work that has been done to 
revegetate the wide strip of land that had to be cleared to make way for steam trains 
to come up through the forest environment. Old photos show the extent of clearing 
on either side of the line. Walking down the Trail now and seeing the vegetation on 
either side we can appreciate the resilience of our native plants to re-colonise cleared 
areas. At the little bridge we met Lyn Myles and our detective work began. Lyn en-
couraged participants to look for clues as she shared stories of the building of the 
railway.  

Participants on the walk discovered evidence of a major challenge. The railway route 
had to be changed to avoid a large area of clay and this necessitated the re-routing of 
Nyaania Creek. Hidden behind the vegetation, and running parallel to the Heritage 
Trail, is the creek contained by a channel and substantial stone wall. If you listen care-
fully you will notice that the creek flows higher than the heritage trail along this sec-
tion. There are many clues to the history of this trail …if you know where to look.  

Participants on the walk were intrigued by the evidence and enjoyed finding the clues 
themselves. The event ended with several families staying on to explore and learn 
more. 

Nature’s Secrets—Exploring the Heritage Trail in 

Glen Forrest 

By EMRC 



Swan Alcoa Landcare Program Grant (SALP) Commitment 

S eptember heralded the start of follow-up work controlling woody, geophyte and herba-
ceous weeds along Jane Brook. Friends of John Forrest National Park have committed  

to work east of the National Park Falls (NPF).  The SALP grant provides funds for the con-
tractor, Environmental Weeds Management, 
to work west of NPF. Most of the work is 
done mid-week, with the Department of Bio-
diversity, Conservation and Attractions, Parks 
and Wildlife Services assisting with use of 
vehicles, supply of herbicide and adjuvants, 
and support whenever requested. The work 
began at the east boundary of the Park along 
Clutterbuck Creek, and has continued almost 
daily. The project is due to be completed by 
the end of October. 

 

What’s new with the Friends of John Forrest  

National Park 

By the Friends of John Forrest National Park 

Above: Dead cormous mats of 

Watsonia beside Jane Brook.  

All photos: Jan King 

Above: A pocket where Watsonia infestations 

have been missed in previous control forays, 

near National Park Falls  

 

Above: Watsonia seen above dense 

thickets of Trymalium, Hakea and 

Dryandra, making it very difficult to 

find a pathway through to reach it.  

Left: Bridal Creeper (Asparagus asparagoides) 

appeared in some areas, easier to find after 

the prescribed burn.  

Photos by Jan King 

Six landcare projects in Perth’s Eastern Region will receive grant funding assistance in 
2020, thanks to funding available through the Western Australian State Natural Resource 
Management Program and the McGowan Government’s Community Rivercare Program.  

State Natural Resource Management Community Stewardship Grant Projects: 

 Control of Geophyte Weeds in John Forrest National Park – Friends of John Forrest  

 National Park (Sponsored by Jane Brook Catchment Group) 

 Broz Park Wetland Restoration Project – Shire of Mundaring 

Community Rivercare Program Round 3 Projects: 

 Restoration of Lion Mill Creek in Mount Helena – Friends of Lion Mill Creek 

 Restoration of Wangalla Brook – Friends of Wangalla Brook 

 Restoration of Helena River (West of Scott Street) – Katharine Street River Gang 

Congratulations to these groups for their successful funding applications. Thank you for 
your commitment to conserving and restoring our natural environment. 

If you would like to find out more about applying for funding for your group’s landcare 
project, please contact the EMRC on 9424 2216 or via email at  

environment@emrc.org.au. 

Protecting Natural Assets through Grant Funding success 

By EMRC 

mailto:environment@emrc.org.au


Kalamunda Local Hero Awards 

By the City of Kalamunda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

T wo residents  have been acknowledged for their tireless dedication to their communi-
ty and in environment in the City of Kalamunda’s Local Hero Awards. 

 
The monthly Local Hero Award is a celebration of the people within our community who 
are passionate about making a difference, freely volunteering to help and protect our 
community. There are three categories up for nomination: Local Hero of the Month, Sen-
ior Community Member and Young Local Hero. Winners are picked monthly and winners 
are awarded with a $50 gift voucher as a small token of appreciation. 
 
Heidi Pember was awarded the Senior Community Local Hero in recognition for her tire-
less work in preserving and maintaining the beauty of Woodlupine Brook. Heidi works 
together with the City of Kalamunda as a member of the local Friends Group formed to 
tackle erosion and enhance Woodlupine Brook. Heidi has also been responsible for organ-
ising the annual Clean Up Australia Day event at Woodlupine Brook which has been run-
ning for many years. 
 
Valerie Allan has been recognised for her many years of service as a volunteer in the Kal-
amunda community. Valerie has served in the Kalamunda State Emergency Services as a 
rescue member and leader for seven (7) years and has been a volunteer with the Kal-
amunda Volunteer & Fire Rescue Service for the past 12 months. Valerie also works with 
autistic volunteers in the community to build their self-confidence. 
As part of the Kalamunda Connected – Creating Active Citizen’s Plan, the goal of the City is 
to continue to celebrate the achievements of the amazing volunteers we have in the com-
munity. 
  
Both Heidi and Valerie have demonstrated over many years their dedication to their com-
munity. Whether it is preserving the natural environment of the Woodlupine Brook, coor-
dinating rescue operations or striving for inclusion, their actions directly contribute to cre-
ating a happier and safer connected community. 
   
Local Hero’s run monthly with nominations accepted throughout the year. Community 
members are invited to nominate online at engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/local-heros, or 
obtain a hard copy of the nomination form the City Administration Office or from your 
local Library. 

The monthly awards will culminate at the Annual Thank a Volunteer Ceremony, at which 
the Local Hero of the Year Awards will be presented.  

  

Nominate your Local Hero today. 

 

Heidi Pember  - Local Hero! 

Photo by the City of Kalamunda 

https://engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/local-heros


R espected Noongar Elder Dr Noel Nannup OAM 

wants to help other cultures understand the 

strong connection that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islanders have with the natural land.  This was the 

focus of an informative cultural tour with Dr Nan-

nup last week hosted by the City of Belmont. 

The day began at Signal Hill Bushland, City of Bel-

mont’s last remaining piece of natural Banksia 

woodland.  We were lucky to see Rainbow Bee Eat-

ers, a migratory bird (Dr Nannup’s favourite), 

darting amongst the banksias and their ground bur-

rows.   

Standing amongst the Blackbutt trees Dr Nannup 

explained that Aboriginals have a social investment 

in nature. ‘I am the tree, the tree is me,’ he stated.  

Nature is incorporated into every aspect of Aborigi-

nal culture. For example, the smouldering dead 

flower heads of Banksia grandis was used to transport and ‘store’ fire.  The dead leaves of 

Xanthorrhoea sp was used for bedding and its stems used to light fires.  

Our next stop was beautiful Bilya Kard Boodja Lookout 

where Dr Nannup talked about the traditional foods eaten, 

e.g. the toxic Zamia Palm kernels and how they were treat-

ed so they could be used to make bread. This led to a light 

lunch at Adachi Park provided by the City of Belmont, where 

we were shown how to make string from the local reeds 

and taught the easiest way to catch a duck!   

To end the cultural walk Dr Nannup took us to Tomato Lake 

where he discussed the six Noongar seasons and the im-

portance of celebra-

tions. Every full moon was celebrated through art, 

stories, song and dance. The social structure of the 

South West Aboriginal tribes was explained and we 

were told that seven generations were represented 

at all times. At tribal meetings the planning for each 

generation and each member was considered.  

Participants each brought home a booklet explain-

ing the Noongar seasons and useful Noongar words. 

It was a great day enjoyed by all. Thank you very 

much Dr Noel Nannup OAM 

and City of Belmont. 

 

 

Cultural Awareness with Dr Noel Nannup OAM at City 

of Belmont 

By EMRC 

Dr Noel Nannup OAM 

All photos:  EMRC 

Rainbow Bee Eater 

Right: Tomato Lake 



 

 

 

 

 

W ho would have thought 
that pulling weeds could be 

so enjoyable? 
 
The Friends of Susannah Brook 
Reserve recently hosted two 
weeding mornings at their wildlife 
corridor restoration site in Susan-
nah Brook Reserve, Gidgegannup. 
This on-ground work is part of a 
three year restoration project be-
ing undertaken in the reserve, 
funded by the Western Australian 
Government’s State Natural Re-

source Management Program. 
 
Supported by the Susannah Brook 
Catchment Group and a number of 

local community volunteers who came along to each event to lend a hand, the Friends 
Group coordinated the removal of Wild Radish (Raphanus raphanistrum) invading their 
community revegetation site which was planted in June this year. 
 
Having a team of volunteers working together for an hour or two, tackling the challenge of 
weed removal inside tree guards and around sedge tubestock along the creek line, was 
only made easier with some easy-going conversations, good-natured banter and, of 
course, a home-cooked morning tea! From babies to retirees, up to 16 volunteers put in an 
outstanding effort across the two mornings, determined to complete the weeding task 
before stopping for a cuppa and catch-up. 
 
Getting involved in a local landcare group not only improves the environment, it provides a 
social outlet for individuals and enables families to get outdoors and do something togeth-
er, fostering friendships within our community. What value can you put on connecting so-
cially with like-minded individuals, sharing your ideas and working towards a common 
cause? 
 
If you would like to find out 
more about joining in at a com-
munity work-day and catching 
up with volunteers from the 
Friends of Susannah Brook Re-
serve, please contact Sandy 
Stone via  
sandyroger.stone@gmail.com.  
Alternatively, if you would like 
to find out more about the work 
being done by the Susannah 
Brook Catchment Group and 
how you can get involved, 
please contact the group via 
susannahbrookcatchment-
group@gmail.com.  
All ages are welcome. 
 

 
You don’t know what you’re missing until 

you join in! 

By Susannah Brook Catchment Group 

Wild Radish (Raphanus raphanistrum) invading the 

Friends of Susannah Brook Reserve’s community revege-

tation site. 

Community volunteers working together whilst enjoying a 

chat and a laugh! 

Photo: Susannah Brook Catchment Group 

mailto:sandyroger.stone@gmail.com
mailto:susannahbrookcatchmentgroup@gmail.com
mailto:susannahbrookcatchmentgroup@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

I n autumn 2019, a deliberately lit fire devastated a precious Threatened Ecological Com-
munity (TEC) located within the Helena River catchment. The Helena River Catchment 

Group had lobbied to protect this TEC for a number of years, so there was a real sense of 
heartache felt by members with the knowledge that this rare and important natural asset 
had been burnt. 
 
An ecological community is com-
prised of a unique combination of 
naturally occurring native plants, 
animals and organisms which inter-
act as a healthy, functioning ecosys-
tem. Its structure, composition and 
distribution are influenced by soil 
type, landscape position, altitude, 
climate and water availability. An 
ecological community can be at risk 
of extinction and considered threat-
ened if its natural range is signifi-
cantly reduced due to changes in its 
composition, weed invasion, habitat 
degradation and fragmentation. Fire 
can have a detrimental impact on an 
ecological community that is already 
considered threatened. 
 
On a visit to the site seven months after the fire, the Catchment Group experienced great 
delight in observing the diversity of native flora regenerating across the site. Guided by the 
experienced eye of Penny Hussey (AM), Chairperson of the Helena River Catchment 
Group, the group identified and admired more than 20 different flora species. A close ob-
server could enjoy the array of colours, ranging from the grey tones of the Neurachne alo-
pecuroidea (Foxtail Mulga Grass), the purple hues of the Thysanotus sp. (Fringed Lily) and 

the bright pop of yellow from the Tricoryne ela-
tior (Yellow Autumn Lily). The striking black 
flowers of the Haemodorum laxum (Bloodroot) 
contrasted beautifully against the golden foliage 
of the native grass, Austrostipa sp. (Speargrass). 
Impacts of the fire were evident and presented 
as positives, such as opening the fruits of the 
Hakea lissocarpha (Honey Bush), dispersing 
seeds, and negatives, such as the invasion of 
numerous weed species, including Wild Oats, 
African Lovegrass, Veldt Grass and Blowfly 
Grass. 
 
Careful management of this TEC is necessary 
moving forward to control the encroaching 
weeds and enable positive regeneration of na-
tive flora species. It will be a joy to watch this 
TEC regenerate over the coming years. 

 

Helena River Catchment Group rejoices over 

regeneration! 

By EMRC 

A Threatened Ecological Community (TEC) recovering 
from an autumn fire. 
Photo: EMRC 

Penny Hussey (AM), Helena River 
Catchment Group Chairperson, 
discussing the regeneration of a 
Synaphea acutiloba (Granite Syn-
aphea) after the fire. 
Photo: EMRC 

The striking black flowers of the Haemodorum laxum (Bloodroot) contrasted beautifully against 
the golden foliage of the native grass, Austrostipa sp. (Speargrass). 
Photo:  EMRC 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is about 20 years since we started planting trees along Blackadder Creek and those trees 
are now creating microclimates and providing valuable habitat for native fauna, including 
threatened Black Cockatoos. It is about 10 years since we started our solarisation trials. 
We now have 8 weed free solarised sites on formerly degraded public land planted with 
dozens of local provenance species, especially understorey species belonging to Threat-
ened Ecological Communities. These sites now produce seed that we can harvest for fur-
ther revegetation projects without having to pick seed from remnant bushland. We are 
extremely proud that we have been able to do this without the use of herbicide. 
 
Since the last AGM we have continued to work on two projects, the "Critical Priority Com-
plex Restoration Project" funded by City of Swan Proactive Grants and the "Blackadder 
Creek Foreshore Revegetation and Habitat Improvement Project", funded by the state 
government Rivercare program. 
 
As part of these projects we have, through Trillion Trees, Mundaring Garden Centre and 
Midland TAFE Horticultural Department, propagated 2037 seedlings and cuttings from 23 
local provenance species. 
 
Four contractors completed 298 hours of weed control, costing $7,450. 
 
60 Land Management and Horticulture students from Midland TAFE participated in 3 
planting events, contributing 120 volunteer hours valued at $4,200. 
 
We hosted a rubbish collection event at Eveline Reserve with 10 volunteers, contributing 
$700 worth of labour. 
Bird surveys have continued at Blackadder wetland every fortnight, with 27 surveys since 
the last AGM involving 5 volunteers and contributing 122 hours valued at $4,252. Since 
bird surveys began in 2015 we have built up a dataset of 5,449 observations from 140 sur-
veys. A special thanks to BWCG member and Viveash resident Pam Masters who has so 
generously shared her knowledge and experience with other volunteer bird counters. 
 
Other volunteer contributions include project management, administration, meetings, 
Facebook, statistical analysis of bird data, driving to nurseries to pick up tubestock, weed-
ing and picking up rubbish, adding up to about 482 hours. 
We estimate the total volunteer contribution since the last AGM to be 744 hours, valued at 
$26,040.  

 
What’s been happening at Blackadder Creek 

By the Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment Group 

Blackadder Creek restoration site near Flora Street, Midland 

Photo: Phil Cloran 



 

 

  

 

E ngaging the community in caring for our bushland can be quite a challenge. During 
spring, the Friends of Glen Park, with the assistance of the EMRC’s Bush Skills 4 Youth 

(BS4Y) program, have collaborated with children and staff from Hills Outside School Care 
Association (HOSCA) in Darlington to tackle invasive weeds in Glen Park. This picturesque 
reserve, with Nyaania Creek flowing through it’s centre, shares a boundary with HOSCA, 
providing the ideal “backyard” for children’s learning and connection with nature.  
 
Led by Cathy Levett, the EMRC BS4Y Officer,  Glenys Letchford, Coordinator of the Friends 
of Glen Park, and Leonie Campbell a Friend of Glen Park, the children and staff learned to 
identify and remove freesias, along with understanding the importance of controlling 
weeds in the bushland. Over two separate half days, they enjoyed the challenge of com-
petitively creating large piles of weeds whilst having fun getting their hands dirty! A chance 
to play in the creek following the weeding work was a welcome bonus. Activities to foster 
environmental stewardship with the children in this reserve are planned for 2020 and in-
clude planting activities along the creek line. 
 
Conservation Volunteers Australia (CVA) also provided a day of weed removal assistance in 
the reserve through funding assistance by the Shire of Mundaring. A total of 10 adult vol-
unteers, including three Cummins employees offering corporate support, tackled the rocky 
slopes of the reserve, removing freesias, veldt grass, watsonia and wild oats. Their weed 
removal success within the reserve illustrates the immense impact a group of volunteers 
can achieve in a short amount of time when working together. 
Thank you to HOSCA and CVA for their recent on-ground assistance to support the Friends 
of Glen Park.  
If you are a registered Landcare Group and would like to find out more about how to en-
gage your local community in landcare volunteering, please contact the EMRC via email at 
environment@emrc.org.au or call 9424 2216. 
 
 
 

 
Volunteers Lend a Hand Locally 

By EMRC 

Washing off the dirt. HOSCA chil-

dren relaxing after weeding 

work. 

Photos:  EMRC 

Removing freesias—corms and 

bulbils intact 

mailto:environment@emrc.org.au


 

 

 

 

 

    
    

  
                    
 
 

 

 

Education in the Wooroloo Brook Catchment 

The bush came to life with nature lover Clare Palmer and her groups of eager walkers, at 

Lake Leschenaultia and Noble Falls.  Bursting with information Clare talked about the im-

portant relationship between plants and animals.  For example how Acacia species have a 

special relationship with ants who protect the plant from predators and pathogens and in 

return the Acacia provides the ants with food and habitat. How trigger plants 

‘smack’ it’s insect pollinators on the back of the head as its collecting nectar to en-

sure fertilization. How 1/3 of our insects need dead plant material to survive, 1/3 

need live plant material and 1/3 need live and dead plant material, without these in 

our ecosystem our insects would not survive. 

The importance of conservation and land care within the Wooroloo Brook catch-

ment was highlighted and discussed as being an integral part of conserving fauna 

and flora diversity within the   eastern catchment region.  

 

Hovea pungens 

Photos: Danae Warden 

COMMENTS FROM OUR  

PARTICIPANTS 

‘I learnt about trigger plants; the 

difference between Jarrah and Mar-

ri trees and pollination of different 

plants.’  

‘Marri Trees are medicine for Abo-

riginals.’  

“There are new species of plants 

being discovered even now.’  

 

‘ 

MORE ACTIVITIES PARTICIPANTS WOULD LIKE 
TO SEE ORGANISED IN THE  

WOOROLOO BROOK CATCHMENT 

 ‘Water sampling/quality; more photography; 

bird surveys; frog surveys; astronomy.’ 

 ‘Native animals and conservation night walks.’ 

 ‘Fungi workshop.’ 

These workshops ended with a lovely morning tea overlook-

ing the beautiful Lake Leschenaultia and Noble Falls. 

Thankyou to all who participated. 

If you are interested in joining new landcare group within 

the Wooroloo Brook Catchment please contact Danae War-

den 9424 2262 or email danae.warden@emrc.org.au .  



2020 Program - January to December 

Bush Skills for the Hills is a series of free workshops for the community, designed to give participants the skills to manage and 

appreciate everything that local bushland has to offer.  The workshops are a refreshing mix of theoretical and practical infor-

mation sessions. The 2020 Program is currently being finalised.  Please revisit the Perth’s Eastern Region website in the new 

year to view the program and to register your interest in attending a workshop. https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/

sustainability-and-environment/environmental-workshops.aspx. 

 

Green Card Training 

When: Saturday, 16 February 2020, from 9:00am to 12 noon. 

Where: West Swan Hall, Lot 1 West Swan Road, Henley Brook 

RSVP:  Email environment@emrc.org.au or call (08) 9424 2216 

Morning tea provided.  

This workshop covers all aspects of safety for volunteers working in bushland areas, in-
cluding Hazardous Substance Handling Training. The accreditation is required for any 
volunteer wishing to use chemicals provided by the City of Kalamunda, Shire of Mund-
aring or City of Swan. Friends group coordinators are required to attend this workshop 
in their first year and at least once every three years after that. All group members are 
encouraged to attend.  

 

    Exploring Natural Places in Schools 

 
 

During terms 3 and 4 2019 BS4Y engaged with hundreds of students in 
schools in the Shire of Mundaring and the Cities of Kalamunda and Swan. 
During outdoor activities in their school grounds and neighbouring bush-
land they learnt about the relationship between the 6 Noongar Seasons and 
the native flora and fauna through observation, bird counts, planting and 
weeding activities. 

The Mundaring Arts Centre and Midland Junction Arts Centre ‘Things With 
Wings’ project engaged schools in the Swan and Mundaring areas in learn-
ing about native pollinators. BS4Y workshops in schools took students into 

their school 
grounds to look 
closely at flowers 
and learn about the insects and 
birds that pollinate them. Using 
magnifying glasses the students 
discovered tiny ants, beetles and native bees along with the ex-
pected honey bees. Inspired by their discoveries they created art 
works for the banner art projects. At the Mundaring award ceremony 
all student art work is exhibited and the 16 winners are announced 
with their banners displayed in the town area. The City of Swan ban-
ners adorn poles in Midland and Guildford.  

 

 

Insect hotels 

Photo:  EMRC 

 Native pollinator 

 Photo: EMRC 

Safety gloves 

Photo: City of Kalamunda 

https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/sustainability-and-environment/environmental-workshops.aspx
https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/sustainability-and-environment/environmental-workshops.aspx


 

Meeting Dates 

 Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment Group 

TBC 

Anglican Church, Ascension Hall, 17 Spring Park Road, Midland 

Contact Karen Warner on (08) 9424 2242 or email 

Karen.warner@emrc.org.au  

Friends of Piesse Brook 

Wednesday, 11 Dec 2019 

Contact Cat Williams on (08) 9424 2242 or email 
Catherine.williams@emrc.org.au 

Helena River Catchment Group Inc. 

Monday, 17 February, Monday 20 April 2020 

Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen Forrest 

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 245 or  

email Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

Susannah Brook Catchment Group Inc. 

Wednesday, 19 February 2020 

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 
or email Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au 

Jane Brook Catchment Group 

Thursday, 23 January 2020 

Mundaring Sharing Centre, 3 Craigie Place,  
Mundaring 

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or 
email Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

Lower Helena Association Incorporated 

Tuesday, 21 January 2020 6pm 

Woodbridge Hotel, 50 East St Guildford 

Contact Cat Williams  on (08) 9424 2264 or 
email catherine.williams@emrc.org.au 

WA Naturalists’ Club—Darling Range Branch 
Meetings held on the second Friday of each month, Jorgensen Park Pavilion, Crescent Road, 
off Mundaring Road, Kalamunda 

Details:  https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/events  
www.wanaturalists.org.au  email: info@wanaturalists.org.au  

WA Wildflower Society—Darling Range Branch 
The Darling Range Branch meets on the second Sunday of the month, at the Old Guide 
Hall, 5 Sanderson Road, Lesmurdie (Cnr Lesmurdie and Brady Roads) 

 

 

Come and see what Native plant flowers in the City of Kalamunda at our our Herbarium.  

 

Next Meetings: The Darling Range Branch of the Wildflower Society will be in recession until Sunday 9th of February, 2020 

For details of what we do and to visit our Herbarium of the Wildflowers of the Kalamunda Hills (collected under Licence)  

Please contact Lynda on (08) 9291 8753 or email lktom555@gmail.com   

For further information, visit http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/  

Wildflower Society of WA—Eastern Hills Branch 
Propagation Group:  Meets on Mondays twice a month to share knowledge about propagating 
native plants 

Seed Cleaning Group: Meets fortnightly on Wednesdays to prepare seeds for propagation 

Plant Learners’ Group: Meets on Mondays twice a month in a self-learning environment to iden-
tify plants and expand knowledge of our native flora. 

For more information about any of these events: 

Web: www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/  

Email: eastern.hills.branch@wildflowersociety.org.au 

http://www.wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:info@wanaturalists.org.au
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/
mailto:eastern.hills.branch@wildflowersociety.org.au


The information for this edition’s Noongar Season is provided by the EMRC’s Bush Cards 4 Youth, part of the Bush Skills 4  

Youth program. The original information sourced from South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council Kaartdijin Noongar—

Noongar Language https://www.noongarculture.org.au, the  Djidi Djidi AborigInal Women’s Group, Darlington and Surrounds 

Local Flora and Bushlands by Cliff Burns, the Western Australian Herbarium and Amanda Spooner. 

Noongar Season—Birak 

First summer (season of the young) December—January 

Birak season signals a decrease in the rain and the settling in of the warmer weather. The 

days are characterized by morning easterly winds and the cooler south-westerly sea breez-

es in the afternoon. 

Birak is the fire season. The traditional burning time of year for Noongars, burning in mo-

saic patters to reduce fuel loads helping seeds germinate, increasing grazing pastures for 

some animals and helping movement across country. 

In the animal world, the fledglings are starting  to spread their wings; the frogs are com-

pleting their change into adulthood and reptiles are shedding their old skin for a new one. 

Content sourced from: http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/nyoongar/birak.shtml  

 

Weed of the Month 

Flax-leaved broom (Genista linifolia) 

Commonly known as Scotch Broom, Genista linifolia is a yellow flowering shrub that can 

grow up to 4 metres and form thickets. Scotch broom is highly invasive and has a hard 

seed that can remain viable for up to 10 years 

Plants spread by seed that ripen and ‘explode’ outwards as they dry, firing seed off as their 

method of seed dispersal. 

Isolated small plants can be hand weeded, preferably before they have seeded, larger 

shrubs will need mechanical assistance to remove. Small to large infestations can be treat-

ed with herbicide applied by spot-spraying or other suitable application methods. Fire 

effectively kills plants and encourages germination of seed, which can then be treated via 

herbicide or hand weeding. 

 

Plant of the Month 

Common Astartea (Astartea scoparia) 

Astartea is common in wet and damplands throughout the southwest of WA. A medium 

size erect shrub, Astartea flowers in from October to February, producing small light pink 

waxy flowers. A common plant in the revegetation of watercourses, Astartea form a dense 

thicket that can offer protection to Quenda and amphibians from predators when planted 

close together. As this species has an unusual flowering time, many bird and insect species 

rely on it as a source of pollen in summer.   
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Robin fledgling 
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Genista linifolia 
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Contact Details 

Off the Shelf 

David O’Brien 

Supervisor of Environment and  

Horticulture 

Shire of Mundaring 

Telephone: (08) 9290 6749 

Email: 

DavidO’Brien@mundaring.wa.gov.au  

Mick Davis 

Environmental Friends Group Officer 

City of Kalamunda 

Telephone: (08) 9257 9999 

Email: 

Mick.davis@kalamunda.wa.gov.au 

Kathryn Johnson 

Environmental Projects Officer 

 EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2245 

Mobile: 0408 924 989 

Email: 

Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au 

Bradley Thompson 

Coordinator Natural—Environmental 

Maintenance 

City of Swan 

Telephone: (08) 9267 9443 

Email: 

Bradley.thompson@swan.wa.gov.au 

Karen Warner 

NRM Coordinator 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2242 

Mobile: 0428 101 223 

Email:  

Karen.warner@emrc.org.au 

Cat Williams 

Environmental Projects Officer 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2264 

Mobile: 0427 088 213 

Email: 

catherine.williams@emrc.org.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Guide to the Wildflowers of Western Australia  has over 

1150 species illustrated to aid in your identification with a 

brief description also showing the best times to see them in 

flower and the areas where these species are most likely to 

be found throughout Western Australia.  

Maps help the traveler find the best locations for wildflowers 

and accompanying text discusses the best time to visit. 

Can be found at most good bookstores or online at https://

www.booktopia.com.au/  

Guide to the Wildflowers  

of Western Australia 

By Simon Nevill 

https://www.booktopia.com.au/
https://www.booktopia.com.au/

