
 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

• World Environmental 

Day —June 5 2020 

• Car Free Day —           

September 22 2020 

• World Habitat Day —

October 5 2020 

 

Quick Contacts: 

• City of Kalamunda 
 (08) 9257 9999 
• Shire of Mundaring 
 (08) 9290 6666 
• City of Swan 
 (08) 9267 9267 
• EMRC 
 (08) 9424 2222 
 

Let us know if you would like to 

receive this newsletter via 

email—it’s another way you can 

help the environment! 

 

To register, email the EMRC at 

environment@emrc.org.au 

with :“Subscribe to Greenpage” 

in the subject heading and your 

email contact details. For  

further information, please  

contact Sara Toppi at the EMRC 

on (08) 9424 2216. 

 

The Greenpage newsletter is  

compiled by the EMRC using 

multiple resources and authors. 

The views and opinions  

expressed do not necessarily 

reflect those of the EMRC or  

the project sponsors. 

In response to the global COVID-19 pandemic the City of Kalamunda has moved fast to  
replace face-to-face environmental education workshops with a series of online engage-
ment opportunities. Short 3-5 min videos are being produced to cover a range of  topics 
essential for environmental volunteers across the region to learn about  revegetation site 
preparation and invasive weeds, Noongar Culture, local native animals and native bees. 
Highlighting the importance of volunteers to the management of bushland across the city, 
local Friends Groups showcase what it is like to be a Friends Group member and how to 
join in with other volunteers to make a difference.  
Gardening and sustainability 
expert Chris Ferreira focuses in 
on the importance of good site 
preparation and planning for 
revegetation, while also shining 
the spotlight on some of the 
most problematic weeds in the 
region. Respected Noongar 
Elder Uncle Neville Collard 
helps viewers understand the 
importance of acknowledging 
Country when working on 
Noongar boodjar, as well as 
exploring the role the six 
Noongar seasons plays in 
helping people understand 
the natural cycles of the southwest of Western Australia.  Kanyana Wildlife and Rehabilita-
tion Centre helps everyone to understand the importance of local wildlife such as Black 
cockatoos (Kaarak), Tawny frog-mouths (Kambany) and Brush-tailed possums (Koomal), 
while focussing in on two special animals found around the City of Kalamunda, the Echidna 
(Ningarn) and bobtail and shingleback lizards (Yoorna).    
Wildlife ecologist team Mike and Mandy Bamford provide insight on what reptiles can be 
found in suburban backyards, and how to provide habitat for them to thrive.   
While well-known bee researcher Kit Prendegast provides a masterclass on the diversity of 
local native bees, what plants to grow to encourage them and how to build native bee  
hotels to support them into the future. As we move closer to going back to normality, the 
City’s environmental team will develop a new program of environmental education    
workshops and activities. But in the meantime, there is lots online to enjoy now and  into 
the future. 
The City has also held a number of online workshops and had significantly increased  
environmental educational content on all of its social media platforms, as well as hosting 
our plants for residents program with an online order form and click and collect pick up.  
To watch the new videos or find out more about the City’s Friends Group program visit   
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/our-city/environment  or call                                              
the Environmental Services Team on 9257 9809. 

Visit www.perthseasternregion.com.au  

Virtual Environmental Education for Kalamunda 

By the City of Kalamunda 

June/July 2020 

Left: Kit Prendegast;  Right: Tawny Frogmoths- Podargus Strigoides                              

Photos by the City of Kalamunda 

https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/our-city/environment/
http://www.perthseasternregion.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

Gould’s Hooded Snake – Parasuta gouldii 
Photo by  City of Swan 

The City of Swan bush crew recently engaged in some “socially distant” fauna survey 
work in the Jarrah forest near Gidgegannup. The team spent a week investigating under 
fallen timber, turning rocks over, riffling through leaf-litter and looking beneath tree 
bark particularly looking for short-range endemic species.  
 
The searching revealed some interesting finds, with the most numerous being ant colo-
nies of various species, bush cockroaches and, surprisingly scorpions. The scorpions 
tended to be found beneath larger rocks where the scorpions were able to control the 
temperature and humidity of their “home” and their distinctive shaped burrows were 
seen all over the 4ha block. Many centipedes were found as well representing several 
different species, some of which had reached a large size of some 12cm long. 
 
A number of small reptiles including skinks and a single barking gecko were found in the 
leaf litter; the barking gecko with an interesting name of Underwoodisaurus milii was a 
nice find along with a beautiful Goulds Hooded Snake, Parasuta gouldii – the only snake 
encountered during the survey.  
 
Beetles, and their larvae, spiders, stick insects and gum leaf grasshoppers were also 
found and all observed fauna was safely returned to the bushland where it was found. 
Larger animals such as kangaroos were seen and a feral deer was also spotted on the 
final day of the survey.  At the end of the week it was concluded by all participants that 
the most prolific visible fauna type was the very numerous ticks that the team had col-
lected accidentally throughout each day. 
 
This work complements previous camera trapping and other survey work carried out in 
2014 which revealed brushtail possums and shingleback skinks. 

Darling Range Gravel Scorpion – Urodacus Sp. 
Photo by  EMRC 

Centipede - Chilopoda                   
Photo by  City of Swan 

Fauna of the Darling Ranges 

By the City of Swan 



 

Native to northern and eastern Africa and the Middle East, Fountain Grass was introduced 

to Australia as an ornamental grass and has become a widespread environmental weed 

which outcompetes native vegetation.  It is commonly found growing in disturbed areas, 

along roadsides, near drains and on rocky areas. An upright tufted perennial grass with 

very narrow leaves to 60cm long.  Flowering stems to 1m or more high with long, cylindri-

cal, spike-like seed heads 6-30cm long which are reddish, pinkish or purplish in color.  Small 

infestations can be removed by hand, remove and bag seed heads to prevent spread.  Reg-

ular slashing during winter, prior to seed head development can assist in control.  Long 

lived seeds make continued monitoring and follow up treatment for emerging seedlings 

essential. Similar species such as Purple Fountain Grass are still sold in nurseries which are 

claimed to be ‘mostly sterile’.  Plant some of our lovely local native grasses in your garden 

or landscaping instead.   

Some attractive local grasses include Cymbopogon obtectus (native lemon grass), this spe-

cies has white fluffy florets and the dried leaves make a refreshing tea. The spear grasses 

such Austrostipa mollis are effective in small grouped plantings. More information on 

grasses suitable for the Perth Hills can be found in Una Bells book, Native Grasses of Perth 

Hills: a field guide to identification which is available from the EMRC office.  

 

 

 

Fountain Grass - Cenchrus setaceus  

By the Shire of Mundaring 

Fountain Grass - Cenchrus setaceus                                                                                                

Photo by Shire of Mundaring 

From the Editor: Due to incorrect information supplied for the April/May 2020 

Greenpage, the caption accompanying the two photos in the story ‘Site in Focus:- Collabo-

ration brings benefits to National Park Falls’ should read ‘Coordinators Maddie and Jeremy 

of the Falls Park (by the waterfall) Bush Care Group.’ We are happy to put the record 

straight. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature is not in lockdown 

By the EMRC 

Like many programs Bush Skills 4 Youth (BS4Y) workshops have been postponed but nature 
goes on much the same as it always has. BS4Y went online with workshops that families can 
do by themselves. These outdoor nature activities encouraged close observation of nature, 
trees, the ground, leaves that revealed nests, holes and lots of chewed leaves, followed by 
the joy of seeing a new insect or bird. Questions about holes in the ground led children to 
wonder what had made them and to look for the animals. Activities were emailed to fami-
lies who are registered with BS4Y and are available on the website: https://
www.emrc.org.au/regional-services/environmental-services/natural-resourcmanagement/
bush-skills-4-youth.aspx . Please register with the BS4Y program to access the content on 
the website. To subscribe now please contact BS4Y@emrc.org.au 

During the April school holidays BS4Y worked in partnership with the Mundaring Libraries 
to Launch the “Quenda Search Project”. A special page on the library website takes you to 
activities and an invitation to share “Quenda observations”. A simple question, “do you see 
Quenda in your neighbourhood” has elicited almost 200 responses from people throughout 
the Shire Mundaring and beyond. Many respondents added to the location, time and num-
ber of Quenda information with anecdotes like these. 

“Quenda visits seemed to have increased to a nightly visit as each morning we find freshly 
dug holes in our lawn.” Peta, Helena Valley 

“Our sightings are all day every day for about a dozen bandicoots. At night they have huge 
parties in our garden. The babies are incredibly fast and shoot out of the bushes that we 
may be working on. We have to be careful not to step on them whilst out gardening.”    
Rob, Mt Helena 

Visit the Quenda Search Project page for activities for kids, information stories and photos. 

BS4Y program                                                                                                                 
Photo by  EMRC 

Quenda - Isoodon obesulus                                                                                                                              
Photo by  Kimberley Page 

https://www.emrc.org.au/regional-services/environmental-services/natural-resource-management/bush-skills-4-youth.aspx
https://www.emrc.org.au/regional-services/environmental-services/natural-resource-management/bush-skills-4-youth.aspx
https://www.emrc.org.au/regional-services/environmental-services/natural-resource-management/bush-skills-4-youth.aspx
mailto:BS4Y@emrc.org.au


 
 

 
 

 

 

Fungi Season is here! 

By the EMRC 

Fungi season is upon us now that the weather has changed and we have entered the 
Noongar seasons of Djeran through into Makuru.  We can begin to see our bushlands 
greening up and recovering from the long dry summer. 

One of the most engaging activities to undertake during these seasons is a rainy bushland 
walk. The wetlands in particular come alive, creeks flow and we see the emergence of 
many weird and wonderful organisms collectively known as Fungi.  

Fungi sit somewhere between plant and animal on the taxonomic understanding of living 
things. To many people, the fungi are an endless source of weird and wonderful colors 
and shapes. Ranging from the common toadstool types from folklore to the tiny forms 
that wouldn’t be out of place in science fiction, such as this zygote fungi pictured.  

This fungus is surprisingly common in Perth, most often encountered on very decom-
posed animal faeces. From a distance it looks like a hairy grey mould, but up close these 
wonderful colorful “baubles” of yellow-orange can be seen. These stalked appendages 
are known as sporocarps, and are the fruiting body of the fungus. This is a similar type of 
fungi to that commonly seen on mouldy old bread lost at the back of your kitchen cup-
board! 

Slime mould - Physarum polycephalum                                                               
Photo by EMRC 



 

 

 

 

 

New botanical discoveries mark golden year for Western         
Australia 

By the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 

The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) is celebrating 50 
years of the Western Australian Herbarium's botanical journal 'Nuytsia' by naming and 
describing 50 new species over the course of the year as part of a 'golden anniversary' edi-
tion of the journal. Since Nuytsia launched in 1970, the number of published native flower-
ing plant species in the State has risen from 5802 to 10,445, with many undescribed spe-
cies awaiting scientific publication. Among the newly discovered species are the Dancing 
Lechenaultia, Mundatharrda Calytrix and Richardson's Philotheca, all of which have horti-
cultural potential and appear to be rare in the wild. 

The species occur in a range of habitats throughout the State including in some of WA's 
most iconic national parks. They were unearthed while studying specimens at the WA Her-
barium, during field surveys, and through the opportunistic collections of keen-eyed bota-
nists and citizen scientists. Around one-fifth of WA's native plant species, subspecies and 
varieties have been named in Nuytsia, more than any other publication. All papers in the 
journal are made freely available through the Western Australian Herbarium's online por-
tal: https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/ 

Environment Minister Stephen Dawson said: 

"The golden anniversary of Nuytsia is a wonderful reason to celebrate the State's biodiver-
sity and the taxonomic research efforts of a broad array of botanists over many years. 

"Western Australia's extraordinary botanical diversity is of global scientific interest and 
botanists are still in an active phase of species discovery and description. 

"Giving scientific names to these species and providing descriptions to aid their identifica-
tion is a critical step that is likely to lead to positive conservation outcomes such as the 
discovery of new populations. 

"Documenting where species grow, when they flower and fruit, and their rarity, is baseline 
research that informs on ground conservation efforts going forward." 

 

 

Western Australia Christmas Tree - Nuytsia floribunda                   
Photo by Tourism WA 

elebrating%2050%20years%20of%20the%20Western%20Australian%20Herbarium's%20botanical%20journal%20'Nuytsia'


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site in Focus: 

Landcare groups grab the funding chance with grants! 

By the EMRC 

Chasing letters of support, making last minute budget adjustments and navigating the online application system – this is 
the life of a landcare volunteer in the final days of submitting a grant application! 

At least six Friends and Catchment Groups from across Perth’s Eastern Region have recently submitted grant applications 
to the Swan Alcoa Landcare Program (SALP) and at least another two groups currently in the midst of applying for grant 
funding through the State Natural Resource Management (NRM) Program. 

All of these groups are seeking grant funding to support existing landcare work they are already undertaking, or to launch 
new restoration projects in their catchments and bush reserves. Some proposed SALP projects include the Friends of Glen 
Park who have applied for their first SALP grant to undertake weed control and revegetation activities whilst engaging and 
educating their local community, including the Hills Outside School Care Association (HOSCA) and the Darlington Scouts. 
The Friends of Falls Park have also submitted their first SALP application which is focused on riparian restoration along a 
section of the Railway Heritage trail and on adjacent private properties. Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment Group is seek-
ing SALP funding to support their non-chemical approach to managing Morning Glory in Blackadder Creek and Little Wet-
land.   

Susannah Brook Catchment Group is hoping to secure State NRM Program funding to continue their efforts to restore a 
wildlife corridor and wetland within Susannah Brook Reserve by removing Eastern States eucalypts and casuarinas and 
replanting with local endemic plant species. Jane Brook Catchment Group has identified a section of the Railway Heritage 
Trail which is of priority one conservation value and aim to undertake weed control activities, including removing weedy 
wattles, and foster community custodianship through participation in planting activities and guided walks. 

These rich and diverse projects rely on these groups establishing collaborative partnerships with their local City or Shire, 
private landholders, community organisations and sponsoring Catchment Groups. These groups also make a long-term 
commitment to undertake the work and maintain their project site for years to come. 

Well done and thank you to all our landcare groups who have had a vision to improve the ecological health of their patch 
and have taken the steps to apply for funding to hopefully make their vision a reality. Good luck – we hope you are suc-
cessful with your applications! If you would like to apply for grant funding to help improve your local reserve or waterway, 
please contact the EMRC to find out how to apply. Email us at environment@emrc.org.au 

Susannah Brook Catchment Group aim to extend their existing project 
site with State NRM Program funding to complete their ecological linkage 
project within Susannah Brook Reserve.                                                                                       
Photo by Sandy Stone 

 

Friends of Glen Park hope to revegetate this site with 

the support of SALP funding.                                                         

Photo by EMRC 

Podargus%20strigoides


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Program - January to December 

Bush Skills for the Hills is a series of free workshops for the community, designed to give participants the skills to man-

age and appreciate everything that local bushland has to offer.  The workshops are a refreshing mix of theoretical and 

practical information sessions. Please visit the Perth’s Eastern Region website in the new year to view the program and 

to register your interest in attending a workshop. https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/sustainability-and-

environment/environmental-workshops.aspx. 

Following the initial advice from the Western Australian Government in respect of restricting the spread of COVID-19, the 

EMRC took the step of cancelling non-essential meetings/forums and large gatherings. From 18 May, restrictions have 

been relaxed as part of the COVID-19 WA roadmap to help get Western Australians back to work safely as long as the cor-

rect social distancing measures and hygiene practices are in place.   

The easing of restrictions associated with the implementation of Stage 2 and now Stage 3 of the COVID – 19 means that 

EMRC staff can now attend catchment group meetings and site visits (as long as social distancing can be adhered to) and 

look at planning future events with our stakeholders in line with the above requirements.   

The challenges of containing this virus mean that we still need to think and act decisively and it is imperative that we     

minimise potential impacts on our employees, stakeholders and the wider community, as much as practically possible.  

Thank you for your understanding. We will endeavor to reschedule workshops  and community events when it is appro-

priate to do so, however in the meantime please contact the EMRC should you have any queries associated with these 

changes and continuing restrictions.                                                                                                                                                     

For further information, please  contact  environment@emrc.org.au  or call on (08) 9424 2222. 

 

 

 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) outbreak 

By the EMRC 

It’s National Volunteer week! 

We are always grateful for the support of our wonderful volunteers, however dur-

ing this National Volunteer Week we would like to say a special thank you to all the 

volunteers of the region, the country…of our world. You bring colour into our lives, 

hope for all species and particularly for Perth’s Eastern Region you bring life to the 

natural environment.  

The Eastern Region Catchment Management Program (ERCMP) team thank you for 

all that you do! 

 
National Volunteer Week 2020 - Thank you message 

By the EMRC 

Bush Skills for the Hills 

2020 Program 

Rustic Native Bouquet                                                                 

Photo by  Flowers For Everyone 

https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/sustainability-and-environment/environmental-workshops.aspx
https://www.perthseasternregion.com.au/sustainability-and-environment/environmental-workshops.aspx
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-wa-roadmap
mailto:please%20contact%20%20environment@emrc.org.au


 

Meeting Dates 

 

Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment 
Group  

TBC  

Anglican Church, Ascension Hall, 17 
Spring Park Road, Midland 

Contact  Karen Warner on 08 9424 2242  
or email  Karen.warner@emrc.org.au  

 

Friends of Piesse Brook 

Wednesday,  10   7 pm 

Sunday, 19 July  Community Planting Day 

Contact  Karen Warner          

on 08 9424 2242  

or email  Karen.warner@emrc.org.au                                                 

 

Helena River Catchment Group  

TBC 

Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen Forrest 

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 or  
email  Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

 

Susannah Brook Catchment Group Inc. 

TBC 

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 
or  email  Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

 

Jane Brook Catchment Group 

Monday, 25 June  6pm 

Mundaring Adult Creative Learning Centre, 
3 Craigie Place, in Mundaring  

Contact Kathryn Johnson on (08) 9424 2245 
or  email  Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au  

Lower Helena Association Incorporated 

Tuesday, 21  July 7 pm South Guildford 

Contact  Karen Warner on 08 9424 2242 
or email Karen.warner@emrc.org.au  

 

 

WA Naturalists’ Club—Darling Range Branch 
Meetings held on the first Friday of the month.                                                                           
Jorgensen Park Pavilion, Crescent Road, off Mundaring Road, Kalamunda 

Details:  https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/events  
www.wanaturalists.org.au  email:  DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au  

WA Wildflower Society—Darling Range Branch 
The Darling Range Branch meets on the second Sunday of the month, at the Old Guide Hall, 
5 Sanderson Road, Lesmurdie (Cnr Lesmurdie and Brady Roads).  Next meetings dates will 
be on Sunday 14th June  and Sunday 12th July both at 10 am. 

All welcome to see what a Herbarium is all about with Flora collected under Licence from 
DBCA. 

All enquiries to Lynda on (08) 9291 8753 or email lktom555@gmail.com   

For further information, visit http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/  

Wildflower Society of WA—Eastern Hills Branch 
Propagation Group:  Meets on Mondays once a month to share knowledge about propa-
gating native plants  

Seed Cleaning Group: Meets fortnightly on Wednesdays to prepare seeds for propagation 

Plant Learners’ Group: Meets on Mondays twice a month in a self-learning environment 
to identify plants and expand knowledge of our native flora.                                                  
For further information, contact pamela.riordan@gmail.com  

 

 

For more information about any of these events: 

Web: www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/  

Email: eastern.hills.branch@wildflowersociety.org.au 

Wooroloo Brook Landcare Group  
TBC 

Gidgegannup Hall, Old Toodyay Rd at the 
Showgrounds, Gidgegannup  

Contact Danae Warden on (08) 9424 2262 or 
email danae.warden@emrc.org.au 

Contact%20%20Karen%20Warner%20on%2008%209424%202242%20or%20email
mailto:Karen.warner@emrc.org.au
mailto:Contact%20Kathryn%20Johnson%20on%20(08)%209424%202245%20or%20%20email%20%20Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au
mailto:Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au
mailto:l%20Kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au
mailto:Karen.warner@emrc.org.au
http://www.wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:DRBChair@wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:lktom555@gmail.com
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/
mailto:pamela.riordan@gmail.com
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/
mailto:eastern.hills.branch@wildflowersociety.org.au
mailto:%20danae.warden@emrc.org.au


Makuru (Season of Fertility) 

Makaru sees the coldest and wettest time of the year come into full swing. Traditionally, 
this was a good time of the year to move back inland from the coast as the winds turned 
to the west and south bringing the cold weather, rains and occasionally snow on the peaks 
of the Stirling and Porongurup Ranges. Makuru is also a time for a lot of animals to be pair-
ing up in preparation for breeding in the coming season. If you look carefully, you might 
now see pairs of 'Wardongs' (ravens) flying together. You also notice these pairs not mak-
ing the usual 'ark ark arrrrrk' that these birds are well known for when flying solo. Upon 
the lakes and rivers of the Southwest, you'll also start to see a large influx of the Black 
Swan or 'Mali' as they too prepare to nest and breed. Flowers that will start to emerge 
include the blues and purples of the Blueberry Lilly (Dianella revoluta) and the Purple Flags 
(Patersonia occidentalis). As the season comes to a close, you should also start to notice 
the white flowers of the weeping peppermint (Agonis flexuosa) as the blues start to make 
way for the white and cream flowers of Djilba.                                                                          
Content sourced from: http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/calendars/nyoongar.shtml#makuru  

Weed of the Month 

Afghan Melon (Citrullus lanatus) and Prickly Paddy Melon (Cucumis Myri-
ocarpus) 

For this issue we focus on two similar weeds in the CUCURBITACEAE family. This family 
includes many edibles such as pumpkin and cucumber. However, Perth readers will be 
very familiar with these inedible species: Afghan Melon and Prickly Paddy Melon. Both 
species are commonly found in paddocks, roadsides and disturbed areas having been in-
troduced from Africa and western Asia. Whilst superficially similar being summer growing 
annuals with a trailing habitat it is now, in winter that their very conspicuous fruits can be 
seen. Both plants thrive in summer dry damp lands and when these places start to flood 
with winter rains it allows for a great spread of seeds into catchments, creeks and rivers 
downstream of the initial outbreak. Afghan Melon has a larger, green-yellow striped fruit, 
whilst the Prickly Paddy Melon has numerous small spiky fruits which young children enjoy 
“popping”. Both species were recently found in large populations in bushland adjoining 
the Swan River in the City of Swan and their presence has been alerted to the relevant City 
personnel. 

  

Plant of the Month 

The Tapeworm Plant  (Platysace compressa ) 

With a strange name like Tapeworm Plant you could be forgiven for thinking this plant 
may be rather unattractive. And though common in the understorey vegetation of Perth 
even eagle-eyed plant hunters often overlook the species while exploring bushlands. The 
“tapeworm” name is given for the long, flattened stems bearing narrow wings.The plant is 
a perennial herb with root tubers which were harvested, roasted and eaten by Noongar 
who highly valued the plant. The plant usually flowers over a period from September to 
December, although in 2020 it has been seen flowering as late as April. It bears a small 
white umbel inflorescence at the end of its green flat stems.  A relative of this species, 
Platysace deflexa, known as Youlk, is in the early stages of cultivation for its culinary uses 
in modern Australian dining. Tubers of this plant can reach the size of kipfler potatoes. 
Platysace is a member of the Apiaceae family, which includes many edible plants including 
fennel, carrot, parsley and unfortunately the poisonous hemlock.  

Monthly Features 

 

 

 

 

Blueberry Lilly (Dianella Revoluta)

Photo by:  Florabase 

The Tapeworm Plant  (Platysace 

compressa )                                      

Photo by:  EMRC 

Afghan Melon (Citrullus lanatus) 
Prickly Paddy Melon (Cucumis 
Myriocarpus) 

Photos by:  EMRC 

The information for this edition’s Noongar Season is provided by the EMRC’s Bush Cards 4 Youth, part of the Bush Skills 4  

Youth program. The original information sourced from South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council Kaartdijin Noongar—

Noongar Language https://www.noongarculture.org.au, the  Djidi Djidi AborigInal Women’s Group, Darlington and Sur-

rounds Local Flora and Bushlands by Cliff Burns, the Western Australian Herbarium and Amanda Spooner. 

http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/calendars/nyoongar.shtml#makuru
https://www.noongarculture.org.au


Contact Details 

Off the Shelf 

Kathryn Johnson 

Environmental Projects Officer 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2245 

M: 0408 924 989 

E: kathryn.johnson@emrc.org.au 

Karen Warner 

NRM Coordinator 

EMRC 

Telephone: (08) 9424 2242 

M: 0428 101 223 

E: karen.warner@emrc.org.au 

 

 

 

The Pocket Book of Insect Anatomy 

By Marianne Taylor 

This excellent pocket guide to insect anatomy aims to demystify the way that 

insects live, from the fine detail of their internal processes to the way they co

-exist with all other forms of life. Insects exhibit dizzying diversity across their 

millions of species. Among them are mighty hunters, voracious plant defolia-

tors, deep divers, high-fliers, master builders and devoted parents. Within 

the vast nests of honey-bees, ants and termites, we see them come together 

to form a huge, complex, multifaceted living machine. All this variation and 

potential has come about through evolved modification of a simple but per-

fectly elegant body plan. 

 

Each chapter of this book tackles a particular body system or aspect of insect 

biology, from respiration to digestion, movement to metamorphosis. Using a 

step-by-step approach, the book breaks down structures and processes and 

explores the myriad ways these are expressed in different insect groups. Sep-

arate pages delve into particular aspects of insect biology and ecology, such 

as how their colors are formed and the biology behind their remarkable mi-

gratory behavior. Published by Australian Geographic in April 2020. RRP 

$29.95  

The Pocket Book of Insect Anatomy.                                      

(Published  April 2020, RSPB)  

David O’Brien 

Supervisor of Environment and  

Horticulture 

Shire of Mundaring 

Telephone: (08) 9290 6749 

E: davidO’Brien@mundaring.wa.gov.au  

Bradley Thompson 

Coordinator Natural—Environmental 

Maintenance  

City of Swan 

Telephone:  (08) 9267 9443 

E: bradley.thompson@swan.wa.gov.au 

Mick  Davis 

Environmental Friends Group Officer 

 

City of Kalamunda 

Telephone:  (08) 9257 9999 

E: mick.davis@kalamunda.wa.gov.au 

 


