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Top stories this month:  

 City of Kalamunda Wins 
Awards 

 Fauna Surveys Find Pygmy  
and Honey Possums 

 
Quick Contacts:  

 City of Kalamunda on 
(08) 9257 9999 

 Shire of Mundaring on  
(08) 9290 6666 

 City of Swan on  
(08) 9267 9267 

 EMRC on (08) 9424 2222 
 
 
Let us know if you would like to 
receive this newsletter via 
email – it’s another way you 
can help the environment! To 
register, email the EMRC at 
environment@emrc.org.au 
with “Subscribe to Greenpage” 
in the subject heading and your 
email contact details. For 
further information, please 
contact Kate Malden at EMRC 
on (08) 9424 2216. 
 
 
The Greenpage newsletter is 
compiled by the EMRC using 
multiple resources and 
authors. The views and 
opinions expressed do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 
EMRC or the project sponsors. 

City of Kalamunda Awarded for Children’s Consultation and 
Climate Change Projects 

By City of Kalamunda 
 

The City of Kalamunda was awarded the winner of two categories in the 2017 Children’s 
Environment and Health Local Government Report Card Project, presented recently at the 
Bendat Centre in Wembley.  Mayor John Giardina said, “At the City of Kalamunda we recognise 
the importance of involving our young people in our community. We have worked hard to 
empower our youth to be more involved through the development and delivery of our Youth 
Plan 2017–2022. It is fantastic to see the City recognised for its work in these areas and is 
committed to being a community that listens to, engages with and involves our young people in 
decision making”. 

The first award was in the category for Children’s 
Consultation, for the City’s outstanding efforts in 
delivering consultation in developing the Youth Plan 
2017–2022. The youth consultation involved over 600 
people, which included two online surveys (for under 25 
year olds and over 25 year olds) as well as face-to-face 
engagement with young people, residents and other 
stakeholders at a wide range of community events. 
 

The second award was in the category for Climate Change, 
for the City’s Commemorative Planting Day, along with the 
Railway Heritage Trail Education Support Project in 
partnership with Kalamunda Senior High School. As part of 
the Trail project, 28 students completing their Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award undertook a variety of 
environmental conservation tasks such as planting, 
weeding, rubbish collection and tracking native animals.  
In 2017, the annual Commemorative Planting Day 
engaged more than 140 families with each taking home a 
certificate and a tree to celebrate the birth of their baby in 
the City of Kalamunda. 
 
The City has won many categories over the years 
including: Children’s Health & Development 2016, Shade 

and Public Places 2015, Healthy Eating 2014 and Outdoor Air Quality 2012.  The Report Card 
Project is an initiative by the Public Health Advocacy Institute of Western Australia (PHAIWA) 
which targets the local government sector to drive and promote positive change and healthy 
opportunities in childhood, as well as delivering community benefits through community 
consultation and awareness. 
 

The City of Kalamunda will be running the Railway Heritage Trail Education Support Project 
again in 2018, as well as other environmental workshops, events and activities designed to 
educate and enthuse kids about their local natural environment.  If you are interested in getting 
your kids involved in upcoming environmental activities in the City of Kalamunda please contact 
us on 9257 9809 or email environment@kalamunda.wa.gov.au.   

City of Kalamunda Staff with 
recently won awards 

Photo: City of Kalamunda 

Students learning about wildlife 
from Kanyana Wildlife Staff 

Photo: City of Kalamunda 
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Fauna Surveys Find Pygmy Possums and Honey Possums  
By Sandi Evans, EMRC 

 

The Red Hill Waste Management Facility in the City of Swan is not just a landfill site. It provides a 
valuable habitat for a diverse range of native species. 
 
The EMRC owns and operates the Red Hill Waste Management Facility and ensures that the 
protection of this habitat is a major consideration in all operations at and around the Waste Facility. 
It does this in a number of ways including progressively rehabilitating each cell with native 

vegetation as the cell is closed. 
The EMRC also owns and 
manages a large area of native 
forest on the southern boundary 
of the facility, comprising Lot 82 
and Lot 501. These two lots 
represent over 52 hectares and, 
coupled with the adjacent John 
Forrest National Park, provide 
an extensive habitat and food 
source for our native wildlife. 
 
Fauna surveys are undertaken 
periodically at the Waste Facility 
site. At a recent survey, a 
number of different native 
species were sighted including a 
Western Pygmy Possum and a 
Honey Possum. Such surveys 
illustrate the importance and 
success of the rehabilitation 
program in providing vital 
habitat for native species.   

 
Birdlife Calendar 

 
2-19 March 2018 
Sculptures By the Sea – fly a 
kite for Carnabys 
 
Sunday, 18 March 2018 
Registrations for the Great 
Cocky Count close 
 
Sunday, 8 April 2018 
Great Cocky Count 2018 
 
 
 
 
 

Will you be there 
when it counts? 

  
The tenth Great Cocky Count 
will be held on Sunday, 8 April 
2018 and Birdlife WA call on 
you to help them out! There 
are many roost sites 
throughout the Southwest of 
WA, all the way from 
Geraldton and across to 

Esperance. The more volunteers that help out, the more roosts that can be surveyed, so it would be 
great if you could put the date in your calendar and register here: 
https://goo.gl/forms/K9Y3aqc7yxFTHxC53. Registrations close on Sunday 18 March 2018. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Honey Possum, recently 
sighted at the Red Hill Waste 
Facility during a Fauna Survey 

Photo: Dr Margot Oorebeek 

Western Pygmy Possum sighted during a recent fauna survey at the 
EMRC Red Hill Waste Facility 

Photo: Ray Turnbull 

Do you know of a black-cockatoo night roost near you? If so, 
please let Birdlife know, as every roost site is crucial to helping 

them get the most accurate count of cockatoos possible. 
As the name suggests, what they use in the Great Cocky Count 

are night roosts, places where cockatoos gather to sleep at 
night (you may have to stay and watch beyond sunset to check). 
Unfortunately the areas birds use during the day are not often 

used as night roosts as well. 
If you would like to know more, or if you have any other 

questions, check out the new FAQ online at: 
http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/GCC_FAQs.pdf 

 

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos 
Photo: EMRC 

Baudin’s Cockatoo 
Photo: EMRC 

https://goo.gl/forms/K9Y3aqc7yxFTHxC53
http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/GCC_FAQs.pdf


 Focus on: Wandoo Heights 
By Bradley Thompson, City of Swan 

 
Wandoo Heights is one of the most pristine bushland sites within the City of Swan, with a unique 
history and excellent views over Perth. 
 
The current Wandoo Heights reserve was originally subdivided from a 4,000 hectare lot, which was 
gifted to the Surveyor General for the Swan Colony in 1830.  This land was never cleared or farmed 
due to the steep topography, and so remained in a high quality, natural state for many years. The 
original 4,000 hectare lot was later subdivided, and in 1960 the 22 hectare parcel that would 
become Wandoo Heights was purchased jointly by three people: brother and sister Adela and Harry 
Hyde, and their friend Olive Gear. The property was purchased to preserve the bushland and for the 
three to have a weekend property to visit. 

In the 1960’s a cottage was constructed 
on the site and continued to be used as 
a weekend retreat until the large 
property became too difficult for the 
owners to manage, at which point it 
was gifted to the City of Swan in 1988. 
The lot was named Wandoo Heights 
and was gifted on the condition that it 
would be kept in its natural condition 
for future generations to appreciate as 
an environmental site. 
 
Wandoo Heights is predominantly 
excellent quality Wandoo Woodland 
and Heathland vegetation complex. 
The reserve has several walk trails that 
link to the main entrance track. Visitors 
can access Wandoo Heights by 
obtaining a key to the reserve from the 
City of Swan administration offices.  

Wandoo Heights Reserve, as viewed from the Southern Firebreak trail 
Photo: Bradley Thompson, City of Swan 

Location Map of Wandoo Heights 
Courtesy: Google Maps 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Seed Bombing for Bush Regeneration 
Bush Skills 4 Youth Workshop  in the Glen Forrest Superblock 

By Cathy Levett, EMRC 
 

On Monday, 23 April 2018, Bush Skills 4 Youth (BS4Y) will join the Friends of Nyaania Creek (FONC) 
for a workshop to continue the Woodland Restoration Project. This workshop will aim to sow the 
seeds to regenerate the understorey plants under the now established trees. 
 
Date and Time: Monday, 23 April 2018, 9:30am to 12:30pm  
Location: Glen Forrest Superblock, Sealey Road, Glen Forrest 
Suitable for: Families with children aged 7-12 years of age 
What to bring: Hat, water bottle, enclosed shoes, long pants recommended - Morning tea provided 
 
Explore the forest and learn about the importance of zones.  Take the plant diversity challenge and 
learn why this is important for the animals who live there.  Look closely at seeds and make bombs 
to help them grow. This workshop is part of the ongoing project coordinated by Friends of Nyannia 
Creek, working with BS4Y and Millennium Kids Hills Youth Environment Group (MKHYEG), to ensure 
that projects in the Glen Forrest Superblock are monitored and future work can be strategically 
planned.  To register your interest, email BS4Y@emrc.org.au. 
 

On Tuesday, 19
 
December 2017, 

BS4Y along with members of the 
MKHYEG joined FONC for a 
morning walk to monitor nest 
boxes in the Glen Forrest 
Superblock. Seven boxes had 
been installed in late 2016 by 
Simon Cherriman accompanied 
by the Youth Environment Group 
and students from Glen Forrest 
Primary School to cater for a 
variety of wildlife including 
cockatoos, possums, owls, 
parrots, phascogales and ducks. 
This was the second monitoring 
following up on an activity on 25 
March 2017, when members of 
the three key groups invited local 
families to join them for a night 
walk led by Simon Cherriman. 
Simon demonstrated methods to 
monitor each box and species 
and records were made of signs 
of occupancy for each box. 
 

MKHYEG undertook to monitor activity in the boxes and keep records and photos. In December 
2017, they recorded the GPS position and updated the activity record for each box and compared it 
with the evidence of activity recorded in March 2017.  Five of the seven boxes showed some signs 
of use and we discovered a sleeping possum on each occasion in different boxes. 
 
The aim of the Seed Bombing Workshop is to grow food and habitat plants to cater for the range of 
animal species that live in the bushland near the restoration project and encourage them to use the 
nest boxes.  This project is supported by funding from the Western Australian Government’s State 
NRM Program. 

 

Members from Millennium Kids Hills Youth Environment Group 
and Friends of Nyannia Creek with nest boxes installed in 2016 

Photo: Simon Cherriman 

mailto:BS4Y@emrc.org.au


Logo designed by Louise Thorpe 
 

The EMRC will be participating in the inaugural Blue Sky Festival in Mundaring on 17 March 2018. The festival will run 
from 10:00am to 4:00pm. The focus of the festival is sustainability based on themes such as biodiversity, renewable 
energy, waste management and saving our bushland. It aims to bring together a range of organisations and community 
groups who share common values and to celebrate and understand how we can ensure a positive future for 
generations to come by living responsibly and with care in our local community and natural environment. There will 
also be music, food and fun activities for everyone. 
 
The EMRC will be running a series of talks on property management and other environmental topics throughout the 
day for landholders who are participating in the 20 Million Trees Programme. Anyone who is interested in attending 
the series of talks are welcome, no RSVP’s are necessary. The talks will cover environmental values on private 
properties and how people can protect and enhance the value of these areas.  
 
The 20 Million Trees Programme is an Australian Government funded initiative. The Australian Government is working 
with the community to plant 20 million trees by 2020, to re-establish green corridors and urban forests. The EMRC 
project is revegetating properties in the Shire of Mundaring and the City of Swan.   
 
The EMRC is looking to give landowners a big picture approach of where their property fits in the wider landscape of 
the hills environment including catchment awareness, wildlife corridors, and awareness of threatened species in the 
area. Some of the presenters include Chris Ferreira from The Forever Project; Mike and Mandy Bamford of Bamford 
Consulting Ecologists; and Susannah Brook Catchment Group, who will cover the role of catchment groups, who they 
are, what they do, and how you can join and support catchment groups in your area. It is important for catchment 
groups and landholders to communicate and work together for the benefit of sustainable healthy catchments and 
healthy communities. 
 
The catchment groups in Perth’s Eastern Region will be holding a joint stall to engage with the public and talk about 
their group and how people can get involved.  Plus there will be activities for the kids provided by the EMRC’s Bush 
Skills 4 Youth program, a project supported by funding from the Western Australian Government’s State NRM 
Program. Community environmental groups such as Kanyana Wildlife Centre, St Barbe Grove Nursery (Trillion Trees) 
and the Eastern Hills Branch of the Wildflower Society of WA will also have stalls at the Festival.  
 
If you would like to know more about the Festival, check out facebook at Blue Sky Festival Mundaring or contact the 
organising committee on blueskyfest@gmail.com. 
 

 
 
 

 



 



 

Green Card Training 
 

Where : West Swan Hall, 1 West Swan Road, Henley Brook 
When : Saturday, 17 February 2018, 10:00am – 2:00pm 
 

This workshop covers all aspects of safety for volunteers working in bushland areas, including 
Hazardous Substance Handling Training. The accreditation is required for any volunteer wishing to 
use chemicals provided by the City of Kalamunda, Shire of Mundaring or City of Swan. Friends group 
coordinators are required to attend this workshop in their first year and at least once every three 
years after that. All group members are encouraged to attend.   Morning tea will be provided. 

Boobook Owls and Rodenticides 

 

Where : Jorgensen Park Pavilion, Crescent Road, Kalamunda 
When : Saturday, 10 March 2018, 10:00am – 12:00noon 
 

Did you know that you may be having a negative impact on native wildlife without even realising it? 
Michael Lohr from Edith Cowan University will share his findings on the link between rodenticide usage 
and the decline in Boobook numbers in Perth. Yvonne from the WA Birds of Prey will give an  insight into 
the role owls  play in our environment and how susceptible they are to human activity. You will have the 
opportunity to meet a Boobook Owl  and participate in an exciting education experience.  Morning tea 
will be provided.  

Creating Fauna Attracting Gardens 
 

Where : Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen Forrest  
When : Sunday, 15 April 2018, 9:00am – 11:00am  *** NEW DATE *** 
 

Come along to our workshop led by ecologists Mike and Mandy Bamford and find out which animals inhabit 
your suburb and what you can do to attract native wildlife to your garden. A short stroll to a nearby 
bushland/native garden will help identify appropriate plants and structures you can utilise to provide 
habitat for animals in your backyard. The workshop is not suitable for small children.  Morning tea will be 
provided. 

Verge Renovation Rescue 
 

Where : West Swan Hall, 1 West Swan Road, Henley Brook 
When : Saturday, 5 May 2018, 10:00am – 12:00noon 
 

In this workshop, we will cover simple ways you can adopt your local verge and make it into a green 
space that can provide native habitat for birds, reptiles and frogs safely and easily, as well as provide 
some examples of sites that have been transformed!   Morning tea will be provided. 

Fun With Fungi 
 

Where : Margaret Forrest Centre, Park Road, John Forrest National Park, Hovea 
When : Saturday, 15 July 2018, 10:00am – 2:00pm  
 

Participants will learn about common fungi families that exist in our local bushland and the important 

roles that they play. Following the introduction, we will break for an early lunch and take a short walk 

in the National Park. We will learn how and where to search for fungi and bring back specimens to 

identify. The workshop presenter Roz Hart is Vice President of Fungimap Inc., an Australia-wide fungi 

organisation, and is also a member of WA Naturalists’ Club Fungi Study Group.  Light lunch will be 

provided. 

Gloves  
Photo :  City of Kalamunda 

 Boobook Owl 
Photo : Paula Strickland 

Native Verge 
Photo : City of Swan 

Pygmy Possum 
Photo : Kimberley Page 

Investigating fungi gills 
Photo : EMRC 



 

Feral Animal Control 

Where : Shire of Mundaring, Administration Building, 7000 Great Eastern Highway, Mundaring  
When : Saturday, 18 August 2018, 9:00am –12:30pm  
  

Eddie Juras from Feral Invasive Species Eradication Management (FISEM) will be explaining the 

habits and best methods for control of various feral species while giving a greater understanding of 

the impact they have on our native flora and fauna.  Morning tea will be provided. 

Air Bee N’ Bee 

Where : West Swan Hall, 1 West Swan Road, Henley Brook 
When : Saturday, 1 September 2018, 9:00am –11:00am  
 

Come along and learn about our uniquely wonderful local native bee species and the important ecological 

roles that they play. Following the informative presentation, participants will be given the opportunity to 

build a native bee hotel and potentially take one home to install in their own garden. The workshop is not 

suitable for small children.  Morning tea will be provided.   

Weed or Wildflower? 

Where : Railway Heritage Trail, near Mundaring Scout Hall, 2995 Jacoby St, Mundaring 
When : Saturday, 6 October 2018, 9:00am –11:30am  
 

Can you a tell a native grass from a weedy grass? Do you know which wattles are local and which are 

not? Is Bristly-headed Stinkweed a native plant? What family of plants have male and female flowers? 

This workshop led by Una Bell will feature a talk about some of the common plant families found in 

Mundaring and a guided walk focussing on wildflowers and weeds found along the Railway Heritage 

Trail. The workshop is not suitable for small children.  Morning tea will be provided. 

Assisting Natural Regeneration on a Granite Outcrop 

Where : Throssel Reserve, Forrest Street, Sawyers Valley 
When : Saturday, 3 November 2018, 9:00am –11:00am  
 

A walk and talk with Una Bell at the beautifully restored Throssell Reserve. We will be discussing the 

transformational journey of the reserve from what was known by locals as the 'dump' to what it is now a 

stunning area with a wonderful array of wildflowers. Throssell Reserve features a surfacing granite outcrop and 

local plants such as Yellow Starflower, Stylidiums, Verticordia and native grasses. The beauty of the reserve as it 

is today is a result of the work completed by a dedicated ‘Friends of’ group and the Shire of Mundaring.   

Morning tea will be provided.  

Erosion Control Workshop 

Where : Woodlupine Brook, 35 Lenihan Corner, Forrestfield 
When : Sunday, 18 November 2018, 10:00am to 2:00pm  
 

Do you have an erosion problem on your property or community project site? Are you looking for a 

softer/environmentally friendly approach to reducing sediment movement along a waterway? This 

workshop will provide you with some guidance on which materials may be suited to your situation and 

include a practical session on how to go about installing fibre/jute rolls and matting. Bring your gloves, 

hat, water bottle and sunscreen and learn a thing or two about how to keep your soil where it is!  A 

light lunch will be provided.  

Fox caught on camera 
Photo : EMRC 

Native bee 
Photo : Andre Lebel 

Bristly-headed Stinkweed 
Photo : Una Bell 

Starflower 
Photo : EMRC 

Installing erosion control 
Photo : City of Kalamunda 

 



  

 

You are invited to the book launch of  

Westy the Western Swamp Tortoise  
by Cathy Levett 

 

Book Launch 

To be launched by the 

MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT; DISABILITY SERVICES - HON STEPHEN 

DAWSON MLC 

And MEMBER FOR SWAN HILLS - JESSICA SHAW MLA 

Join us afterwards for morning tea 
 RSVP by February 28 to westernswamptortoise@yahoo.com.au  

Wednesday, 7 March 2018 

10:15am for 10:30am start  

During Storytime at Ellenbrook Library 
90 Main Street, Ellenbrook 

mailto:westernswamptortoise@yahoo.com.au


 
Meeting dates 

 

Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment Group Inc. 
Thursday, 8 March 2018, 6:30pm 

 

Old Midland Courthouse, Helena St, Midland 
Contact Karen Warner on (08) 9424 2242 or email 

karen.warner@emrc.org.au 

Lower Helena Association Incorporated 
Tuesday, 20 March 2018, 6:30pm 
Tuesday, 15 May 2018, 6:30pm 

 

Contact Rebecca Ludemann on 0400 327 466 or via email 
rebeccaludemann@yahoo.com.au 

Helena River Catchment Group Inc. 
Monday, 19 February 2018, 7:00pm 

Monday, 16 April 2018, 7:00pm 
 

Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen Forrest 
Contact Jaya Vaughan on (08) 9424 2245 or email 

jaya.vaughan@emrc.org.au 

Jane Brook Catchment Group 
Thursday, 22 February 2018, 7:00pm 

Thursday, 26 April 2018, 7:00pm 
 

Mundaring Sharing Centre, 3 Craigie Place, Mundaring 
Contact Jaya Vaughan on (08) 9424 2245 or email 

jaya.vaughan@emrc.org.au 

Friends of Piesse Brook 
 

Saturday, 17 February 2018, 11:00am 
AGM – Hainvault Vineyard Café – 255 Walnut Road, Bickley 

 

Contact Miroslav Vujaklija on (08) 9424 2264 or email 
miroslav.vujaklija@emrc.org.au 

Susannah Brook Catchment Group Inc. 
 

Thursday, 22 February 2018, 6:30pm 
Thursday, 22 March 2018, 6:30opm 

Mundaring Sharing Centre, 3 Craigie Place Mundaring 
Contact Nicole Arielli on (08) 9424 2262 or email 

nicole.arielli@emrc.org.au 

WA Naturalists’ Club - Darling Range Branch 
Meetings are held on the second Friday of each month, Jorgensen Park Pavilion, Crescent Road, off Mundaring Road, Kalamunda 

Next Meetings:  Friday, 9 February 2018, followed by Friday, 23 February 2018 
For further details please contact Darling Range Branch Nats on 0436 448 647 or email DRB@wanaturalists.org.au 

WA Wildflower Society – Eastern Hills Branch 
 

Contact Pam Riordan on Pamela.riordan@gmail.com  

or Sandy Stone on sandyroger.stone@gmail.com 
www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch 

www.facebook.com/easternhillswildflowers 
Wednesday, 14 February, 28 February, 14 March, 28 March 2018, 9:00am – 12:00noon – Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen 
Forrest – Seed Cleaning Group.  Prepare seeds for propagation.  Contact June at jsbarkman@iinet.net.au. 

Friday, 23 February 2018, 7:30pm – Seaweeds at Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen Forrest - Dr John Huisman is a seaweed 
biologist specialising in the taxonomy and biodiversity of Australia's marine algae. His present focus is the tropical marine flora and he 
has two major projects documenting the marine algae of North-West Australia and the Great Barrier Reef. He also has interests in 
marine biosecurity and in the introduction, spread and ecological impacts of invasive seaweeds. He is the present curator of Western 
Australia’s Herbarium and is responsible for taxonomic research in marine flora. His talk will be, in part, about some of the seaweeds of 
WA, both southern and northern sea regions.  

Monday, 26 February, 12 March, 26 March 2018, 12:00noon to 3:00pm – Propagation Group.  Learn to propagate your own native 
plants from seed.  Contact Sandy at sandyroger.stone@gmail.com. 

Friday, 23 March 2018, 7:30pm – Eddy Wajon will talk about one of his many passions – the conservation of roadside vegetation in 
our state.  Eddy has been responsible for saving many tracts of our bushland from clearing.  His knowledge of everything natural is 
astounding and infectious.  His expertise helped greatly to initiate Perth’s Bush Plan, now known as Bush Forever, a scheme that helps 
tremendously in saving remnant patches of Perth’s native vegetation. His passion for photography and plants has turned into a very 
popular series of “Colour Guides to Spring Wildflowers of WA” books, which have sold over 45,000 copies. 

WA Wildflower Society - Darling Range Branch 
The Darling Range Branch meets at the Old Guide Hall, 5 Sanderson Road, Lesmurdie (Cnr 
Lesmurdie and Brady Rds) at 10:00am on the second Sunday of every month from February to 
November.  Wildflower Walks are held on the fourth Sunday of every month from April to October. 

Contact Lynda Tomlinson at wildflowers@ozemail.com.au or lktom555@gmail.com or phone (08) 9291 8753 Tuesdays and 
Thursdays between 10:00am and 2:30pm. Members and non-members all welcome. 

For further information, visit http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/ 

 

mailto:karen.warner@emrc.org.au
mailto:rebeccaludemann@yahoo.com.au
mailto:jaya.vaughan@emrc.org.au
mailto:jaya.vaughan@emrc.org.au
mailto:miroslav.vujaklija@emrc.org.au
mailto:nicole.arielli@emrc.org.au
mailto:DRB@wanaturalists.org.au
mailto:Pamela.riordan@gmail.com
file://///EMRCFS4/Publisher/Environmental/Eastern%20Region%20Catchment%20Management%20Program%20(ERCMP)/Greenpage/Newsletter%20Preparation/2017/October-November/sandyroger.stone@gmail.com
file://///EMRCFS4/Publisher/Environmental/Eastern%20Region%20Catchment%20Management%20Program%20(ERCMP)/Greenpage/Newsletter%20Preparation/2017/August-September/www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch
http://www.facebook.com/easternhillswildflowers
mailto:jsbarkman@iinet.net.au
mailto:sandyroger.stone@gmail.com
mailto:wildflowers@ozemail.com.au
mailto:lktom555@gmail.com
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/


 

Monthly Features 
 

The information for this edition’s Noongar Season and Plant of the Month is provided by the EMRC’s Bush Cards 4 Youth, part 
of the Bush Skills 4 Youth program. The information for this edition’s Weed of the Month comes from City of Kalamunda’s 
Garden Escapees Know Your Weeds!  The original information sourced from South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council 
Kaartdijin Noongar - Noongar Language  https://www.noongarculture.org.au, the Djidi Djidi Aboriginal Women’s Group, 
Darlington and Surrounds Local Flora and Bushlands by Cliffs Burns, the Western Australian Herbarium and Amanda Spooner. 
 

 

Noongar Season – Bunuru 
February – March, Warm to Hot, Second Summer 

 
Bunuru is the time of hot easterly winds with cool south-westerly afternoon sea breezes.  
Noongar people move to coastal estuaries and reefs where fish and abalone proliferate. The 
white flowers of marri and the ghost gums are in full bloom.  A striking plant is the zamia: the 
cones of the female plant emergy from the centre within masses of a cottom-wool like 
substance.  As the season continues, seeds upon the cones change from green to bright red.  
This is a time to burn the land in mosaic patterns to help the bush replenish. 

 
 

Weed of the Month 
Cottonbush (Gomphocarpus fruticosus) 

Cottonbush (Gomphocarpus fruticosus) is an upright shrub originating from South Africa.  The 
seeds are light and dispersed by the wind.  Narrowleaf Cottonbush is a declared pest plant in 
Western Australia and can form dense thickets, which is a bushfire risk.  It is important to wear 
gloves, long sleeve shirt, long pants and closed in shoes for handling Cottonbush, as the sap can 
irritate exposed skin. The shallow root system means small infestations can be dealt with by 
hand pulling. If the plant has mature fruits they should be bagged and cut off first, as disturbing 
the fruit can release the seeds which will travel on the wind.  All material, especially seeds and 
seed pods, should be removed and disposed of carefully to prevent further spread.  Larger 
infestations are best managed with a combination of mowing or brush-cutting, followed up by 
targeted spraying with glyphosate. Herbicide is best applied in spring to early summer when the 
plant is actively growing.  
 

In late summer and autumn, limit the release of seeds if you can and 
make a note to go back in spring.  Florabase has a Management 
Calendar and recommends foliar spray with 1.5% glyphosate or try 
cut and paint using 50% glyphosate (before flowering gives better 
results) – see https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/6587  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Plant of the Month 
Little Ghost Gum (Eucalyptus Victrix) 

This western Australian Eucalypt is a small 
ornamental tree with a smooth white trunk and 
blue/green glaucous leaves. It produces a mass of 
creamy white flowers through spring to summer 
making it a very popular food source for native 
birds and insects. Growing to a height of 
approximately 7m makes it suitable for smaller 
areas or as a street tree.  It is suitable in most soil 
conditions and drought tolerant once established. 

 
 

 

Cottonbush 
Gomphocarpus fruticosus 
Photo: Briony Moran, Shire of 

Mundaring 

Marri flower 
Corumbia calophylla 

Photo: Bush Cards 4 Youth, EMRC 

Little Ghost Gum 
Eucalyptus Victrix 

Photo: David O’Brien, Shire of 
Mundaring 

Right: Flowers of Little Ghost Gum (Eucalyptus Victrix) 
Photo: David O’Brien, Shire of Mundaring 

 

Right: Cottonbush flowers 
Photo: Briony Moran, Shire of Mundaring 

https://www.noongarculture.org.au/
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/6587


 

Off the Shelf 
 

 

 

 
Westy 

The Western Swamp Tortoise 
Author: Cathy Levett 

 
Westy is a Western Swamp Tortoise who lives in a swamp near 
Ellenbrook, Western Australia. The swamp is a perfect 
environment for Westy but sometimes he just disappears. Where 
does he go? 
 
The Western Swamp Tortoise is the most endangered reptile in 
Australia. This picture book for children aged 4 – 8 has been 
produced by the Friends of the Western Swamp Tortoise group as 
part of their education program. The story tells of Westy’s life from 
when he hatched from his egg at the Perth Zoo to his release into 
the wild. 
 
The book is available for purchase at the FOWST website 
https://westernswamptortoise.com.au  

 

 

Contact Details 
 

 
Karen Warner 
NRM Coordinator 
EMRC 
Telephone: (08) 9424 2242 
Mobile: 0428 101 223  
Email: karen.warner@emrc.org.au 
  
Jaya Vaughan  
Environmental Projects Officer, 
EMRC 
Telephone: (08) 9424 2245 
Mobile: 0408 924 989 
Email: jaya.vaughan@emrc.org.au 
 

 
Miroslav Vujaklija 
Environmental Projects Officer 
EMRC 
Telephone: (08) 9424 2264 
Mobile: 0427 088 213 
Email: miroslav.vujaklija@emrc.org.au 
 
Mick Davis 
Environmental Friends Group Officer 
City of Kalamunda 
Telephone: (08) 9257 9999 
Email: 
mick.davis@kalamunda.wa.gov.au 
 

 
David O’Brien 
Supervisor Environment and Horticulture 
Shire of Mundaring 
Telephone: (08) 9290 6749 
Email: 
DavidO’Brien@mundaring.wa.gov.au  
 
Bradley Thompson 
Coordinator Natural – Environmental 
Maintenance 
City of Swan  
Telephone: (08) 9267 9443  
Email: 
bradley.thompson@swan.wa.gov.au 
 

 
Do you have a story or event relevant to the 
Greenpage? Forward your contributions to  
environment@emrc.org.au or phone  
Kate Malden on (08) 9424 2216 
 

 
Copies of the Greenpage newsletter, as well as other information, can be 
found at: 
www.emrc.org.au/eastern-region-catchment-management-program.html 
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